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ber.—  It  is  not  to  protrude  individuals  unduly  that  such  prominence 
is  given  to  portrait  illustrations.  The  time  comes  in  all  history  when 
the  portraits  of  the  actors  in  recorded  scenes  and  events  becomes  a 
source  of  great  interest;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  very  grateful  recogni- 
tion that  such  a  readiness  to  cooperate  in  the  collection  of  photo- 
graphs should  have  been  manifested. 

The  Society  has  now  a  very  elegant  album,  —  the  gift  of  James 
A.  Dupee,  Esq.,  —  to  which  contributions  of  photographs  are 
solicited  of  all  our  citizens. 

The  Society  has  occasion  to  renew  its  thanks  to  the  contributors  to 
its  archives,  for  very  valuable  historical  material  in  various  forms. 

The  unequal  excellence  of  the  photographs  in  this  number  results 
from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining,  in  many  cases,  anything  better  than 
a  u  tin-type  "  or  the  poor  pictures  taken  many  years  ago,  and  in 
attempting  to  reduce  them  to  a  uniform  size,  requiring  repeated 
reproductions  in  the  heliotype  process.  With  the  facilities  now  at 
command,  such  work  can  be  done  with  vastly  better  effect. 

The  maps  exlribiting  the  territory  on  which  we  live  —  at  periods 
nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  apart  —  will  need  no  commenda- 
tion to  the  readers  of  The  Record.  g.  c. 
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WATEKFIELD. 

BY.    GEOKGE    COOKE. 

Without  encroaching  upon  the  province  of  the  legal 
gentlemen  who  belong  to  our  Society,  attention  is  called  in 
this  article  to  certain  eccentricities  of  the  doctrine  of  "  emi- 
nent domain  "  developed  in  the  process  of  acquiring  titles  to 
landed  estates  in  these  parts.  From  some  of  the  more 
learned  among  them  may  we  not  hope  to  be  instructed  upon 
the  actual  connection  of  the  "  domain  "  or  "  demesne  "  pro- 
prietorship of  the  kings  —  who  had  something  to  say  about  our 
colonial  rights  and  to  do  about  the  u  terra?  dominicales  regis" 
—  with  the  subtile  thread  of  tenure  which  holds  a  certain 
number  of  acres  fast  bound  to  the  body  and  soul  of  John 
Smith,  who  seems  to  have  been  shot  into  the  world  at  random 
and  dropped  into  the  region  called  Waterfield. 

What  is  to  be  gleaned  from  Blackstone  upon  these  impor- 
tant points,  or  from  any  learned  theories  of  "  copyhold  "  or 
"conveyance"  to  "  cestui/  que  use"  is  committed  to  all  and 
several  of  our  lawyers  who  are  students  of  our  local  history. 
The  following  sketch  of  the  incubation  and  actual  hatching 
of  said  Smith's  title  to  his  pretty  farm  in  Waterfield  —  in 
the  simple  chronological  order  of  the  process  —  must  now 
suflice. 
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In  the  very  first  record  of  the  very  first  proceedings  of  the 
immigrants  who  arrived  at  Mishawum  —  a  little  later  called 
Charlestown  (as  if  it  was  regarded,  in  some  sense,  the  prop- 
erty of  King  Charles)  —  we  read  :  "  It  is  jointly  agreed  that 
each  inhabitant  have  a  two-acre  lot  to  plant  upon,  and  all  to 
fence  in  common."  This,  in  the  first  instance,  disposed  of 
some  twenty  acres  of  land  in  severalty,  although  one  fence 
around  the  whole  seems  to  have  been  all  that  this  primitive 
legislation  required  to  confirm  the  proprietorship. 

From  this  time  onward,  for  several  years,  the  division  of 
the  soil  constituted  the  chief  legislation  of  our  incipient  com- 
monwealth. "  It  was  done,"  says  Frothingham,  w'  not  without 
jealousj'  and  contests,"  and  the  General  Court  would  be 
appealed  to,  to  regulate  and  adjudicate.  Thus  something 
having  a  shadow,  at  least,  of  the  Old  World's  doctrine  of 
"domain"  appears  in  the  "grants"  and  adjudications  made 
by  a  colonial  authority  reflecting  the  Crown  itself. 

In   practical   detail  the  individual  colonists,  however,  as-     -• 
sumed  this  work  of  division  of  lands  upon  the  principle  that 
the  majority  could  determine  personal  ownership. 

By  force  of  events,  as  well  as  the  instinct  of  personal 
freedom,  nurtured  to  unhesitating  assertion  by  the  religious 
views  and  motives  of  the  immigrants,  and  tempered  by  the 
charity  of  a  closely  bound  brotherhood,  these  lands  came  to 
be  regarded  as  undeniably  theirs:  theirs  to  own  ami  theirs 
to  distribute  upon  equitable  terms ;  and  consequently  it 
appears  that  bodies  of  land,  when  acquired  by  a  particular 
town,  whether  by  assignment  or  grant  of  the  General  Court, 
or  special  negotiations  with  the  Indians,  were  considered 
possessions  in  which  every  individual  freeman  had  a  propor- 
tionate personal  right,  and  in  which  this  personal  right  should 
be  properly  designated,  determined,  and  recorded. 

This  democratic  theory  of  personal  rights  was  of  course 
beset  with  many  necessary,  as  well  as  unnecessary,  difficul- 
ties.    Complaints    must   arise,    so    long    as.   human    nature 
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retained  any  of  its  accredited  frailties,  that  the  poor  would 
receive  too  small  a  proportion  of  these  common  possessions; 
the  item  described  as  "  eminent  respect"  would  of. course 
lead  to  the  larger  and  richer  allotments ;  "  new-comers," 
especially  if  consequential  in  society,  must  be  generously 
endowed ;  such  as  were  particularly  gifted  in  abilities  useful 
to  the  new  republic  must  be  encouraged  by  placing  before 
them  the  choice  morsels  of  the  fat  of  the  land  ;  etc. 

Thus. the  equalization  of  the  individual  "allotments"  soon 
became  a  very  complicated  problem,  and  the  complications 
were  still  further  increased  by  the  large  number  and  greatly 
scattered  allotments  to  single  individuals  (there  being  some- 
times a  dozen  or  more  of  these  parcels  of  land  owned  by  a 
single  proprietor,  at  points  widely  distant),  and  some  of  the 
properties  would  be  utterly  neglected  by  their  owners  ;  other 
persons  would  take  what  did  not  belong  them  ;  stakes  would 
be  pulled  up  and  bounds  destroyed;  and  not  long  did  this 
process  of  making  land-owners  continue  before  4*  darkness  of 
title"  and  serious  controversies  required  the  intervention  of 
"commissions,"  appointed  by  town  or  church  authorities 
or  by  the  General  Court,  to  hear  the  causes  and  adjudicate 
them. 

■  Vet   that  apparently   tumultuous  method  of  making  and 
•preserving  land-titles  gradually  adjusted  itself  by  the  devices 
of  the  leading  spirits  in  the  town  meetings  and  the  practical 
good  sense  of  the  people  themselves. 

Those  who  had  more  than  they  needed  surrendered  a  part 
of  their  possessions  to  the  town,  that  new-comers  might  be 
supplied  with  competent  inducements  to  tarry  with  them. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Woburn  Records  are  very 
instructive  as  to  this  latter  point.  Upon  the  sixth  page  of 
those  earliest  records  stands  a  form  of  surrender  which  has 
the  essentials  of  a  deed  of  transfer,  as  early  as  1644,  namely 
(using  modern  spelling)  :  — 
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These  are  to  witness  that  I,  Edward  Johnson,  inhabitant  of  the 
Town  of  "Woburn  in  New  England,  for  and  in  consideration  of  divers 
benefits  received  from  the  said  town,  as  namely,  supply  of  meadow, 
commonage,  and  planting  ground,  according  as  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  thought  fitting  for  me  to  receive,  do  hereby  promise  that 
all  my  land  which  I  had  before  the  placing  down  this  town,  in  or 
adjoining  to  the  said  town,  shall  be  used  for  the  good  of  the  Church 
and  town,  as  all  other  men's  properties  are,  in  said  town;  and  this  I 
promise  for  myself  and  heirs  forever. 

Witness  my  hand,  Edward  Johnson. 

Upon  the  same  page  a  similar  form  of  transfer  is  written 
and  signed  by  Edward  Converse,  and  below  this  a  similar 
deed  is  recorded,  signed  by  Ezekiel,  Samuel,  and  Thomas 
Richardson,  jointly  and  severally. 

These,  as  we  know,  were  large  landholders,  and  their 
action,  thus  formally  spread  upon  the  Town  Records,  indi- 
cates much  that  is  of  importance  to  students  of  land-titles,  as 
well  as  of  high  value  in  estimating-  the  principles  of  equity 
which  regulated  land  distribution.  Two  features  of  this 
process  must  be  fully  recognized.  First,  great  care  was 
exercised  that  undesirable  citizens  should  not  be  permitted 
to  own  land  within  the  precincts  of  the  town  ;  and  second, 
the  poor  should  be  provided  for. 

-As  to  the  first,  the  following  extract  from  the  Woburn 
Records,  under  date  of  1047,  exhibits  one  of  the  measures 
taken  in  this  cautionary  spirit :  — 

James  Thompson,  John  Seers,  Allen  Converse,  John  Russell,  and 
James  Parker  are  appointed  a  committee  to  look  out  a  parcel  of  land 
desired  by  Michael  Leppingwell,  and  make  return  to  the  next  meeting 
whether  it  may  not  be  prejudicial  to  the  town  for  him  to  have  it. 

As  to  the  second,  we  find  that  widows  and  orphans  were 
remembered  in  the  public  distributions,  or  "  allotments." 
They  had  something  made  inalienably  theirs,  as  one  or  more 
"  cow-commons,"  or  a  portion  of  the  kk  hay-grounds,"  etc., 
and  their  names  are  found  in  the  recorded  lists  of  "  Posses- 
sions." 
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The  methods  of  distribution  were  as  follows:  — 

A  tract  of  land  acquired  by  the  town  of  Charlestown,  for 
example,  was  designated  by  terms  denoting  some  prominent 
natural  feature,  such  as  Waterfield,  a  section  abounding  in 
watercourses  and  ponds  ;  Rockfield,  in  which  rocks  were  the 
prominent  features  ;  Mystic  fields,  those  which  lay  along  the 
Mystic  River;  Linefield,  lying  along  the  Cambridge  line, 
etc.,  with  subdivisions  of  each  into  meades  or  meadows, 
woodland,' "  earable  "  ground,  marshes  and  commons,  which, 
if  suitable  for  pasturage,  were  called  "  cow-commons,"  and 
other  "common"  forest  lands;  rights  in  the  former  being 
reckoned  by  the  number  of  cows  the  individual  was  permitted 
to  pasture  upon  them. 

Waterfield,  Rockfield,  and  Commons  were  the  grand  divi- 
sions of  the  tract  which  constituted  the  territory  now 
Woburn  and   Winchester. 

The  tract  thus  designated  was  to  be  equitably  distributed 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Charlestown.  "  A  town  meeting 
is  held.  A  committee,  generally  of  seven  men,  with  other 
prominent  citizens,  are  appointed  to  survey  it,  stake  out  the 
lots  and  number  them.  Sometimes  the  inhabitants  would 
draw  lots  for  their  shares,  and  sometimes  they  were  assigned 
by  the  Committee  at  the  request  or  b}"  a  vote  of  the  people 
themselves."     (Frothingham.) 

Record  was  made  of  the  lots  in  the  town  books  and  of  the 
conditions  upon  which  they  were  granted  —  one  of  which 
conditions,  commonly  attached  to  the  fee  simple  implied,  was 
that  no  dwelling-house  should  be  built  more  than  one  mile 
from  a  meeting-house.  And  this  record  constituted  the  title 
of  the  owner. 

THE  CHARLESTOWN  BOOK  OF  POSSESSIONS. 

This  book  opens  thus  (modern  spelling  substituted)  :  — 

1638. 
On  the  28th  day  of  the  10th  month  was  taken  a  true  Record  of 
all  such  houses  and   lands  as  are  possessed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
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Charlestown,  whether  by  purchase,  by  gift  from  the  town,  or  by 
allotments,  as  they  were  divided  amongst  them  by  a  Joint  Consent, 
after  the  General  Court  had  settled  their  bounds,  by  granting  eight 
miles  from  the  Old  Meeting-house  of  the  said  town  into  the  country, 
or  Northwest  Northerly,  etc.,  the  bounds  of  the  town  lying  or  being 
betwixt  Cambridge,  alias  New  Towne,  on  the  West  Southwest  and 
Boston  land  on  the  East,  as  it  appears  upon  the  Record  by  the  several 
grants  of  General  Courts  to  all  the  aforesaid  bounds. 

\ 
This   is  the   caption   with   which  Abraham   Palmer   com- 
mences the  record  which  he  had  been  appointed  to  make  b}r 
vote    of   the    town    on    the    twenty-sixth    of  the    preceding 
March. 

An  attentive  perusal  of  this  opening  of  the  "Book  of 
Possessions"  leads  one  to  suspect  that  Abraham  felt  not  a 
little  difficulty  in  constructing  language  to  express  the  sort 
of  rights  vested  in  those  holders  of  lands,  to  whom  his  official 
pen  was  about  to  confirm  forever  legal  titles.  In  trying  his 
hand  at  a  caption  which  would  stand  as  a  sort  of  declaration 
of  the  grounds  of  these  rights,  lie  first  communicates  the 
source  of  them  thus  :  "  Whether  by  purchase,  by  gift  from 
the  town,  or  by  allotments,  as  they  were  divided  amongst 
them  by  a  joint  001180111/'  AH  this  seems  to  have  been  -easily 
written,  for  by  one  or  more  of  these  ways  they  obtained 
their  acres.  .Now  it  seems  to  have  occurred  to  him  that  this 
matter  of  town  gifts  and  obtaining  estates  by  lot  was  some- 
thing he  could  not  contrive  legal  phraseology  for  —  some- 
thing rather  different  from  real-estate  conveyancing  accord- 
ing to  his  English  education  :  and  there  was  need  both  of 
more  pomp  and  circumstance,  suitable  to  such  momentous 
affairs,  and  of  some  reference  to  higher  authority.  There- 
fore he  adds  the  words  "after  the  General  Court  had  settled 
their  bounds."  Here,  again,  he  seems  at  a  loss  to  express 
what  the  General  Court  had  done  to  make  the  conveyance 
an}r  the  more  solemn  or  vital.  Yet  the  General  Court, 
which  had  at  least  a  faint  savor  of  royalty  in  its  composition, 
must  come  in  some  how.     And  ingeniously  he  adds  some- 
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thing  in  the  way  of  ''settling  their  bounds,"  namely,  "by 
granting-  eight  miles  from  the  old  meeting-bouse  into  the 
country,  northwest  northerly,  etc."  (that  is,  to  Waterfield 
and  its  cohorts  of  Rockfields  guarding  its  slumbers).  Get- 
ting,  in  this  way,  out  of  the  woods  of  technical  perils,  he 
contents  himself  with  bounding  Charlestown  "as  it  appears 
upon  record  of  the  several  grants  of  General  Courts  to  all 
aforesaid  bounds";  and  the  holder  of  a  five-acre  lot  in 
Waterfield  is  supposed  to  have  a  recorded  evidence  of  real 
estate  fortified  against  all  claimants  as  effectively  as  if  King- 
Charles  himself  bad  pressed  his  thumb  upon  the  seal. 

The  pages  containing  the  landholders  at  the  head  of  the 
list  are  lost,  and  these  contained,  as  ascertained  from  other 
sources,  the  estates  of  the  Rev.  Zachariah  Sy mines,  the  Rev. 
John  Harvard,  the  founder  of  Harvard  College,  and  others. 

In  this  list  we  have,  doubtless,  all  the  properties  of  each 
person,  which  the  caption  calls  for,  with  their  locations  and 
boundaries,  whether  town  lots,  or  parcels  great  or  small  in 
the  several  "fields  "  spoken  of  above.  The  book  has  been 
printed  by  the  city  of  Boston,  and  is  thus  brought  within 
the  reach  of  all  students  of  our  early  history. 

Here  we  find  the  original  owners  of  the  territor^v  we  now 
occupy.  That  is,  we  find  the  names  and  estates  of  large 
numbers  of  persons,  in  whose  schedules  of  property  are 
found  portions  of  land  in  Waterfield  and  its  contiguous 
Rockfields,  or  Commons. 

The  term  Waterfield  is  well  known  to  include  the  low 
lands  around  the  Mystic,  Horn,  and  other  ponds,  and  the 
Aberjona  River.1 

It  is  practicable  to  construct  a  map  of  this  section  with 
some  plausible  correctness  from  the  presence  of  these  natural 
features,  allusions  to  them  in  the  boundaries  being-  given, 
and  the  important  fact  that  each  man's  possession  is  bounded 
by  others   named,  with  points   of  compass  and    number    of 

'Aberjona.    Hereafter  this  spelling  Mill  be  observed  for  reasons  given  in  an  article 
in  this  issue  on  "  Early  Names." 

i 
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acres  given.  In  addition  we  have  a  practical  base  line  in 
that  which  limits  the  grants  to  Increase  Nowell,  and  the 
early  town  line  of  Charlestown  itself;  this  line  being  Driver's 
Lane,  now  Church  Street. 

It  will  of  course  be  considered  that,  for  reasons  already 
named  in  this  paper  as  well  as  others  which  will  obviously 
suggest  themselves,  we  can  by  no  means  be  assured  that  all 
the  persons  named  in  this  list  of  Possessions  in  Waterfield 
ever  occupied,  or  even  improved,  those  properties  as  they 
were  recorded  In  1638 ;  or  that  the  lots  were  not  transferred 
or  neglected  by  their  original  owners  in  many  cases,  or  even 
obliterated  by  the  practical  people  who  came  subsequently 
to  carve  out  farms  for  themselves  for  actual  settlement 
upon  them. 

In  the  construction  of  the  map,  being  guided  b}T  the  rule 
which  seems  to  have  been  followed  by  the  town  meetings  in 
the  matter  of  the  distribution  of  lands,  a  beginning  is  made 
at  the  southwesterly  corner  of  the  tract  (ascertained  to  be 
near  the  junction  of  Church  and  Cambridge  Streets  in  Win- 
chester), and  the  lots  are  plotted  in  the  order  which  their 
boundaries  require. 

By  reference  to  "  Book  of  Possessions,"  pages  75,  76,  it 
will  be  observed  that  surveys  were  run  in  parallel  lines,  and 
the  lots  were  numbered  (ponds  not  to  be  measured),  after 
which  the  allotments  were  made  in  the  manner  already 
described.  Numbers  are  sometimes  named  in  the  list  of 
these  possessions,  but  not  so  frequently  as  to  be  of  any 
assistance  in  plotting  them.  We  have  practically  no  guide 
except  in  the  points  of  the  compass  named  and  the  bounda- 
ries, and  it  is  even  impracticable  to  preserve  proportionate 
spaces  for  the  number  of  acres  named  as  belonging  to 
each  lot,  inasmuch  as  regard  was  evidently  had  to  the  nature 
of  the  surface, — ponds  and  rocky  hills  being  compensated 
by  arable  land  in  varying  proportions,  —  and  in  several 
instances  even  the  number  of  acres  is  not  given. 
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The  tiers,  or  ranges,  surveyed  seem  to  have  terminated  at 
the  Aberjona  River,  or  at  least  the  parallels  of  the  surveyors 
did  so.  The  lots  east  of  the  river  seem  to  have  been  consid- 
ered as  belonging  to  another  field,  called  "  Rockfield,"  or 
"  West  Rockfield."  The  term  Rockfield  is  also  applied  to  a 
portion  of  our  Western  Hills.  (See  "  Book  of  Possessions," 
p.  18,  Abra.  Pratt.) 

It  should  also  be  stated  that  the  order  of  the  lots,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  pages  where  each  owner's  record  is  found,  is 
altogether  a  work  of  construction  from  data  scattered 
throughout  the  book.  Abraham  Palmer  recorded  each  indi- 
vidual's possessions  as  the  lists  were  brought  him  by  the 
several  owners,  observing  no  order  of  sequence  which  had 
belonged  either  to  the  surveys  or  the  allotments. 

The  changes  wrought  in  the  Aberjona  River  and  the  Mystic, 
Wedge,  and  Horn  Ponds  by  dams,  canals,  and  sluiceways 
cannot  easily  be  determined,  and  the  transfer  of  these 
natural  features  to  our  map  from  the  Winchester  town-map 
cannot  claim  the  accuracy  desired  in  such  a  case. 

If  the  labor  bestowed  upon  this  undertaking  to  represent 
Waterfield  in  1G38  shall  prove   a  valuable  aid  to  more  ex- 
tended historical  researches,  on  the  part  of  more  competent 
persons,  it  will  be  amply  rewarded. 
Winchester,  December  1,  1885. 


ORIGINAL   LAND-OWNERS   IN  WATERFIELD, 

With  their  boundaries  and  number  of  acres,  as  given  in 
the  Charlestown  "Book  of  Possessions  "  (1638),  arranged 
to  exhibit  the  relative  positions  of  the  several  lots  to  each 
other  and  to  the  natural  features  of  Winchester,  gathered' 
and  arranged  by  George  Cooke,  with  the  assistance  of 
George  T.  Littlefield,  and  illustrated  by  a  map.  The  page 
references  are  to  the  "  Book  of  Possessions." 
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Increase  Nowell.     ICO  acres.     Page  18. 

Bounded  N.  \\r.  by  John  Greene,  Ralph  Mousell,  Thomas  Carter, 

Richard  Miller,  John  Goulde,  and  Samuel  Carter. 
S.  and  W.  by  "  the  common  "  (unsurvcyed  lands). 
N.  E.  by  Zachariah  Simmes. 

FIRST    RANGE   OF   LOTS. 

1.  John  Greene.    GO  acres.    Page  50. 

N.  W.     Will.  Powell,  James  Thompson,  and  Samuel  JIaule. 
S.  E.      Mr.  Howell. 
S.  W.     The  common. 
N.  E.      Ralph  Mousell. 

2.  Ralph  Mousell.    50 -acres.    Page  24. 

N.  W.     Samuel  Haule,  Elizabeth  Cetcherall  (p.  53). 
S.  E.       Mr.  Nowell. 
S.  W.     Johu  Greene. 
N.  E.      Ric.  Miller. 

3.  Richard  Miller.     15  acres.    Page  63. 

N.  W.     Joseph  (Elizabeth)  Cetcherall  and  Will  Smith. 
S.  E.       Mr.  Nowell. 
S.  W.     Ralph  Mousell. 
N.  E.      Samuel  Carter. 

4.  Samuel  Carter.    5  acres.     Page  10. 

N.  W.    John  Berridge. 

S.  E.      Mr.  Howell. 

S.  W.      Richard  Miller. 

N.  E.      John  Goulde. 
5»  John  Goulde.     25  acres.     Page  65. 

N.  W.     John  Berridge  and  Henry  Bullock. 

S.  E.      Mr.  Nowell. 

S.  W.      Samuel  Carter. 

N.  E.      Thomas  Carter. 
G.  Thomas  Carter,     Had  lots  elsewhere;  this  one  not  described. 

7.  Thomas  Wilkes  and  Robert  Blott  are  named,  in  bounding  the 

contiguous  lots,  as  having  land  at  this  point;   their  lots  not 
described. 

8.  James  Greene.    50  acres.    Page  3G. 

N.  W.  Daniel  Shepheardson. 

S.  E.  Mr.  Simmes. 

S.  W.  Robert  Blott. 

N.  E.  John  Martin, 
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9.  Jotin  Martin.    20  acres.     Page  57. 

N.  W.    John   Crow.      (Sold   to  Mathew  Avery,   Jane,  1638.) 

Page  02. 
S.  E.      Mr.  Simmes. 
S.  W.     James  Greene. 
N.  E.      Edward  Converse. 
10.  Edward  Converse.    80  acres.    Page  7. 

N.  W.    Ezekiel  Richardson,  Robert  Rand,  Thomas  Moulton,  and 

John  Crow. 
S.  E.  and  E.  by  the  river. 

S.  W.     Thomas  Moulton,  John  Martin,  and  Mr.  Simmes. 
Tins  lot,  lying  along  the  river,  appears  on  both  the  N.  E.  and  S.  E. 
sides  of  Thomas  Moulton,  for  which  see  page  31 . 

SECOND   RANGE, 

1.  William  Powell.    Description  not  given. 

2.  James  Thompson.    40  acres.     Page  2G. 

N.  W.     Abraham  Pratt  and  Isaac  Cole. 
S.  E.      John  Greene. 
S.  \Y.     William  Powell. 
N.  E.      Samuel  Haule. 

3.  Samuel  Haule.    50  acres.    Page  40. 

N.  W.     Will.  Bateheler  and  George  Hutchinson. 
S.  E.      John  Greene  and  Ralph  Mousell. 
S.  W.     James  Thompson. 
K.  E.      Joseph  (or  Elizabeth)  Cetcherall. 
4.. Elizabeth  Cetcherall.    15  acres.    Page  .03. 
N.  W.     George  Hutchinson. 
S.  E.      Ralph  Mousell  and  Pic.  Miller. 
S.  W.     Samuel  Haule. 
Ni  E.      William  Smith. 

5.  William  Smith.     10  acres.    Page  12. 

N.  W.     Geo'  Hutchinson. 

S.  E.      Richd  Miller. 

S.  W.     Joseph  (or  Elizth)  Cetcherall. 

N.  E.      John  Berridge. 

6.  John  Berridge.     15  acres.    Page  14. 

N.  W.  Geo' Hutchinson. 

S.  E.  John  Goulde  and  Saml  Carter. 

S.  W.  William  Smith. 

N.  E.  Henry  Bullock. 
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7.  Henry  Bullock.    Description  not  given. 

8.  Edward  Gibbines.    Description  not  given. 

9.  Setii  Sweetsir.     35  acres.    Page  3G. 

1ST.  AV.  Thomas  Lynde,  or  tlie  common. 

S.  E.  Robert  Blott  and  Thomas  Wickes. 

S.  W.  Edward  Gibbines. 

N.  E.  Daniel  Shepheardson. 

10.  Daniel  Shepheardson.    25  acres.    Page  15. 

N.  W.  William  Brakenbury. 

S.  E.  James  Greene. 

S.  AV.  Seth  Sweetsir. 

N.  E.  John  Crow. 

11.  John  Crow.    55  acres.    Page  02. 

]\T.  W.  "Will.  Brackenbury  and  James  Pemberton. 

S.  E.  John  Martin  and  Edwd  Converse. 

S.  AV.  Daniel  Shepheardson. 

N.  E.  Thomas  Monlton. 

12.  Thomas  Moulton.     30  acres.    Page  31. 

N".  W.  Peter  Garland  and  Robert  Rand. 

S.  E.  Edward  Converse. 

S.  Wi  John  Crow. 

N.  E.  Edward  Converse. 

THIRD    RANGE. 

1.  Abraham  Pratt.    40  acres.    "Arable." 

X.     Ann  lligginson. 
S.     James  Thompson  and  Will.  Powell. 
AV.   Cambridge  line  (or  hills,  indefinite). 
E.     Isaac  Cole. 

2.  Isaac  Cole.     23  acres.     Page  G6. 

N.  AV.     Ann  lligginson. 
S.  E.      James  Thompson. 
S.  AV.     Abraham  Pratt. 
N.  E.      William  Batchelor. 

3.  AVilliam  Batchelor.    40  acres.     Page  04. 

N.  AV,  Benjamin  MubharrL' 

S.  E.  Samuel  Ilanle. 

S.  AV.  Isaac  Cole. 

N.  E.  George  Hutchinson. 
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4.  George  Hutchinson.    40  acres.    Page  48. 

X.  W.    Benj.  Hubbard  and  Robt.  Shorthus. 

S.  E.      Samuel  Haule,  Jos.  Cetcherall,  Will.  Smith,  and  John 

Beridge.  ' 
S.  W.     Will.  Batchclor. 
X.  E.      Thomas  Lynde,  "  or  the  common." 

5.  Thomas  Lynde.     (Acres  not  given.    Mostly  rocky  Mil  ground.) 

0.  William  Brackenruey.    40  acres.    Page  S.     (Corrected.) 
N.  W.    Joseph  Coleman. 
S.  E.       John  Crow  and  Danl  Shepheardson. 
S.  W.     Thomas  Lynde.  or  the  common. 
X.  E.      James  Pemberton. 
(Points  of  compass  evidently  incorrect  in  the  book.) 

7.  James  Pemberton.     32  acres.'   Page  14. 

X.  W.  Joseph  Coleman  and  Thomas  Caule. 

S.  E.  John  Crow. 

S.  W.  William  Brackenbury. 

N.  E.  Peter  Garland. 

8.  Peter  Garland.     (Description  not  given.) 

i>.  Robert  Rand.    37  acres.    Page  38. 

X.  W.     James  Browne  and  Robert  ilaukines. 
S.  E.       Edward  Converse  and  Thomas  Moulton. 
S.  W.     Peter  Garland. 
N.  E.      Ezekiel  Richardson. 

10.  Ezekiel  Richardson.     90  acres.     Page  4. 
.  X.  W.    "  high  rockes  Thomas  Goble." 

S.  E.      Edward  Converse. 

S.  W.     Robert  Rand. 

X.  E.      John  Hodges,  "  on  noreast  100  pole  in  length." 

11.  John    Hodges'.      45    acres.      Page    42.      (Had    another    lot    in 

Range  <>.) 
X.  \Y.    Tiie  common. 
S.  E.      The  river. 
8.  W.     Ezekiel  Richardson. 
X.  E.      Rice  Cole. 

12.  Pier.  Cole.    50  acres.    Page  GO. 

N.  W.     Mrs.  Harvard. 
S.  W.     John  Hodges. 
E.  The  river. 
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FOURTH    RANGE. 


(Assigned  mid  sold    lu 


1.  Nicholas  Davis.    30  acres.     Page  39. 

N.  W.    John  Haule. 

S.  E.      Abram.  Pratt  and  the  common 

S.  W.     Common. 

N.  E.      Mrs.  IIigginson. 

2.  Ann  IIigginson.     45  acres.      Page  02. 

Mathew  Averie.) 
N.  W.    Richd  Ketle,  John  Palmer,  and  Will.  Dade. 
S.  E.      Abram  Pratt  and  Isaac  Cole. 
S.  W.     Nicholas  Davis. 
N.  E.      13cnj.  Hubbard. 

3.  Benjamin  Hubbard.     51  acres.     Page  55. 

N.  W.     Will.  Dade,  John  Lewis,  and  .John  Wolrich. 
S.  E.      Will.  Batclielor  and  Geo'  Hutchinson. 
S.  W.     Ann  IIigginson. 
N.  E.      Robert  Shorthus. 
4t.  Robert  Shorthus.     25  acres.     Page  G2. 
N.  W.    John  Wolrich. 
S.  E.       Geo'  Hutchinson. 
S.  W.     Benjamin  Hubbard. 
N.  E.      Nicholas  Trance. 

5.  Nicholas  Trarice.     15  acres.     "  Arable."     Page  72. 

N.  W.    John  Wolrich,  Wid.  Wilkins,  and  .lames  Hubbard. 
S.  E.       Geo'  Hutchinson  and  parcel  of  common. 
S.  W.     Robert  Shorthus. 
.    N.  E.      Wm.  Frothingham. 

6.  William  Frothingham.    GO  acres.     Page  27. 

N.  W.    Thomas  Pierce. 

S.  E.      Thomas  Lynde  or  the  common. 

S.  W.     Nicholas  Trarice. 

N.  E.  William  Nash. 
A  note  is  attached  to  this  description,  namely:  "  This  CO  acres  was 
relinquished  to  the  town,  and  in  lieu  thereof  granted  to  William 
Frothingham  60  acres  of  arable  and  meadow  land  lying  and  situate 
at  Woburn  in  Charlestown  bounds,  bounded  S.  W.  by  the  river  (and 
by  John  March)  which  runs  down  by  Thomas  Graves  his  farm, 
bounded  N.  W.  by  John  Marches  lot  and  N.  E.  by  the  common  and 
S.  E.  butting  toward  Mr.  Graves  lot." 
(Signed  Greene,  successor  to  Abra.  Palmer,  1615.) 


: 


\     \ 
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7.  Will.  Nash  (or  Widow  Nash).     30  acres.    Page  61. 

N.  \V\    Richard  Palgrave, 

S.  E.      Will.  Lrackenbury  and  common. 

S.  W.     Will.  Frothingham. 

N.  E.      Joseph  Coleman  and  Horn  Pond. 

8.  Joseph  Coleman.     (Description  not  given.) 

9.  Thomas  Caule.     15  acres.     Page  CS. 

N.  W.     Richard  Palgrave. 

S.  E.      James  Pembroke  (Pcmberton)  and  Peter  Garland. 

S.  W.     Joseph  Coleman  and  Horn  Pond. 

N.  E.      Robert  11  aukines. 

10.  Robert  Haukines.    25  acres.     Page  17. 

N.  W.     Richard  Palgrave. 

S.  E.      Peter  Garland  and  Robt  Hand. 

IS.  W.     Thomas  Canle. 

N.  E.     James  Browne. 

11.  James  Browne.    40  acres.     Page  1G. 

N.  W.    Ed.  Burton,  Tho.  Richardson,  and  John  Mousell. 
S.  E.      Pobert  Rand  and  Ezek.  Richardson. 
S.  W.     Pobert  Ilaukines. 
N.  E.      Thomas  Goblc. 

12.  Thomas  Goule.    50  acres.     Page  51. 

N.  W.    John  Mousey, 
S.  E.      Ezek.  Richardson. 
S.  W.     James  Browne. 
N.  E.      Parcel  of  common. 

13.  Common. 

11.  John  Harvard  (or  Mrs.  1L).    Pages  17,  23,  21,  52,  and  60,     (One 
hundred  twenty  acres  sold  to  Thos.  Graves.    Page  52.) 

FIFTH    RANGE. 

1.  John  1 1  yule.    28  acres.     Page  33. 

N.  W.     Edward  Johnson. 
S.  E.       Nicholas  Davis. 
S.  W.     Common. 
N.  E.     Richard  Ketle. 

2.  Richard  Ketle.    20  acres.    Page  60, 

N.  W.  Edward  Johnson. 

S.  E.  Ann  Iiigginson. 

8.  W.  John  llaule. 

E.  John  Palmer. 
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3.  John  Palmer.     11  acres.     Page  38. 

N.  W.     Edward  Johnson. 

S.  E.      Ann  Higginson. 

S.  W.     Richard  Ketle. 

N.  E.      William  Dade. 
■1.  William  Dade.     35  acres.     Page  16. 


N.  W.     Edward  Johnson. 

S.  E.       Ann  Higginson  and  Benjamin  Hubbard. 

S.  W.     John  Palmer. 

N.  E.     John  Lewis. 

5.  John  Lewis.     23  acres.     Page  57. 

N.  W.    Edward  Johnson  and  John  Sibley. 
S.  E.      Benjamin  Hubbard. 
S.  W.     William  Dade. 
N.  E.      John  Wolrich. 

6.  John  WolricH.     35  acres.    Page  30. 

N.  W.    John  Sibley  and  Katherine  Coytcmore. 

S.  E.      Robert  Shorthus. 

S.  W.     John  Lewis. 

N.  E.      Widow  Wilkinson. 

7.  Widow  Wilkinson.     (Prudence.)     15  acres.     Page  12. 

N.  W.     Katherine  Coytcmore. 
S.  E.      Nicholas  Trarice. 
S.  W.     John  Wolrich. 
N.  E.      James  Hubbard. 

8.  James  Hubbard.     15  acres.    Page  25. 

N.  W.    Mrs.  Coytcmore. 
S.  E.      Nicholas  Trarice. 
S.  W.     Prudence  Wilkinson. 
N.  E.      Thomas  Pierce. 

9.  Thomas  Pierce.     62  acres.     Page  4o. 

N.  W.    Josh.  Tedd,  Pice  Morice,  John  Hodges,  and  Geo.  Eelt. 
S.  E.      Will.  Frothingham. 
S.  W.     James  Hubbard. 
N.  E.      Richard  Palgrave. 
10.  Richard  Palgkaye.    5G  acres.    Page  50.    Divided  by  Horn  Pond 

into  three  parts. 
1.  N.  W.     George  Felt. 

S.  E.      William  Nash. 

S.  W.     Thomas  Pierce. 

N.  E.      The  pond. 
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2.  N.  W.  John  Brinsmeade,  Ed.  Carrington,  and  Geo'  Knowhor. 
S.  E.  Thomas  Caule  and  Robt  Haukines. 
S.  W.  The  pond. 
N.  E.  Ed.  Burton. 

3.  An  island  in  S.  W.  side  of  the  pond. 
11.  Edward  Burton.     11  acres.    Page  67. 

N.  AY.     George  Bunker. 


S.  E. 

James  Browne. 

s.  w. 

Richard  Palgrave. 

N.  E. 

Thomas  Richardson. 

12. 

Thomas' 

Richardson.     17  acres.    Page  7. 

N.  W. 

George  Bunker. 

S.  E. 

James  Browne. 

s.  w. 

Edward  Burton. 

N.  E. 

John  Mousell. 

13. 

John  Mousell.     60  acres.     Page  11. 

N.  W. 

George  Bunker. 

S.E. 

Thomas  Goble. 

s.  w. 

Thomas  Richardson. 

N.  E. 

Abraham  Hill. 

14. 

Abraham  Hill.     17  acres.     Page  57. 

N.  W. 

George  Bunker. 

S.E. 

The  common. 

s.  w. 

John  Mousell. 

N.K 

Geo'  Hebbourne. 

15. 

George 

IIfbboerne.     36  acres.    Page  37. 

iST.  W. 

George  Bunker. 

'    S.E. 

Richard  Sprague  or  the  common. 

S.  W. 

Abraham  Hill. 

N.  E. 

James  Mathews. 

16. 

James  Mathews.     ("  Pemberton  "  erased.    N 

17. 

Abraham  Palmer.    80  acres.    Page  23. 

N.  W. 

George  Bunker. 

S.E. 

John  Harvard. 

S.  \Y. 

James  Mathews  <;or  Thomas  Lynde. 

N.  E. 

John  Stretton. 

18. 

John  Stretton.     40  acres.    Page  17. 

Not  described.) 


N.  AW  Walter  Palmer. 

S.  E.  John  Harvard. 

S.  \V.  Abraham  Palmer. 

K.  E.  Walter  Palmer. 
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19.  Walter  Palmer.    86  acres.     Page  24. 
N.  W.    The  common. 
S.  E.      John  Harvard. 
S.  W.     (John  Stretton),  Pob.  Cutler,  Geo.  Bunker,  and  Will. 

Witherall. 
N.  E.      (Not  given)  common. 

SIXTH    RANGE. 

1.  Edward  Johnson.     110  acres.    Page  22. 

K.  W.    Henry  Larrance  and  William  Johnson. 

S.  E.      John  Haule,  Rich.  Ketle,  John  Palmer,  Will  Dade,  and 

John  Lewis. 
S.  W.     The  common. 
N.  E.      John  Sibley. 

2.  John  Sibley.     28  acres.    Page  51. 

N.  W.  William  Johnson  and  James  Hayden. 

S.  E.  John  Wolrich  and  John  Lewis. 

S.  W.  Edward  Johnson. 

N.  E.  Mrs.  Coytemore. 

3.  Kathorin  Coytemore.    52  acres.    Page  54. 

N.  W.  James  Hayden  and  Thomas  Knowhor. 

S.  E.  John  Wolrich,  Wid.  Wilkinson,  and  James  Hubbard. 

S.  W.  John  Sibley. 

N.  E.  Joshua  Tedd. 

4.  Joshua  Tedd.     15  acres.    Page  58. 

N.  W.  Thomas  Knowhor,  Francis  Norton. 

S.  E.  Thomas  Pierce. 

S.  W.  Airs.  Coytemore. 

N.  E.  Pice  MOrrice. 

5.  Pice  Morrice.     18  acres.    Page  47. 

N.  AY.  Francis  Norton. 

S.  E.  Thomas  Pierce. 

S.  W.  Joshua  Tedd. 

N.  E.  John  Hodges. 

6.  John  Hodges.     11  acres.     Page  42.     (P>o"t  of  Ed.  Sturges.) 

N.  W.  Francis  Norton. 

S.  E.  Thomas  Pierce. 

S.  W.  Pice  Morrice. 

N.  E.  George  Felt. 
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7.  George  Felt.    38  acres.    Page  58. 
N.  W.     Francis  Norton. 

S.  E.       Richard  Palgrave  and  Thomas  Fierce. 
S.  W.     Ed.  Sturges.     (John  Hodges.) 
N.  E.      Horn  Fond. 

8.  Phillip  Drinker.    38  acres.    Page  35. 
N.  W.    Francis  Norton. 
S.  E.      Horn  Pond. 
S.  W.     George  Felt. 

N.  E.      John  Brinsmeade. 

9.  John  Bkixsmrade.     18  acres.    Page  34. 
N.  W.    Francis  Norton. 
S.  E.       Horn  Pond  and  Rich.  Palgrave. 
S.  W.     Phillip  Drinker. 
N.  E.      Edward  Carrington. 

10.  Edward  Carrixgton.     18  acres.     Page  53. 
N.  W.     Francis  Norton. 
S.  E.      Richard  Palgrave. 
S.  W.     John  Brinsmeade. 
N.  E.      George  Knowhor. 

11.  George  Knowhor.     (Not  described.) 

12.  George  Bunker.    270  acres.    Page  29. 
N.  W.     Robert  Long  and  Robert  Cutler. 
S.  E.      Ed.  Barton,.  Tho.  Richardson,  John  Mouse!  1,  Abr.  Hill, 

Geo"  Hepbourne,  James  Mathews,  and  Abra.  Palmer. 
S.  W.     George  Knowhor.     (Not  described.) 
N.  E.      Walter  Palmer. 

13.  Walter  Palmer.    SG  acres.    Page  24. 
N.  W.     The  common. 
S.  E.      John  Harvard. 
S.  W.     Robert  Cutler. 

SEVENTH   RANGE. 

1.  Henry  Larranoe.     15  acres.    Page  31. 
N.  W.     Common. 
S.  E.       Edward  Johnson. 
S.  W.      Common. 
N.  E.      William  Johnson. 
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2.  William  Johnson.    37  acres.    Page  44, 

N.  W.  Common. 

S.  E.  Edward  JohD son. 

S.  W.  Henry  Larrance. 

N.  E.  James  Hayden. 

3.  James  Hayden.     18  acres.     Page  35. 

N.  W.  Common. 

S.  E.  John  Sibley  and  Mrs.  Coytcmore. 

S.  W.  William  Johnson. 

N..E.  Thomas  Knowhor. 

4.  Thomas  Knowhor.    25  acres.    Page  52. 

N.  W.  Common. 

S.  E.  Airs.  Coytemore  and  Joshua  Tedd. 

S.  W.  James  Hayden. 

N.  E.  Francis  Norton. 

5.  Francis  Norton.    81  acres.    Page  55. 

N.  W.     Common. 

S.  E.      Joshua  Tedd,  Pice  Mori-ice,  Ed.  Sturges,  (John  Hodges) , 

George  Felt,   Phillip  Drinker,   John    Brinsmeade,  and    Ed. 

Carrington. 
S.  W.     Thomas  Knowhor. 
N.  E.      Robert  Long. 

6.  Bobert  Long.    73  acres.    Page  2. 

N.  W.  Common. 

S.  E.  George  Bunker  and  George  Knowhor. 

S.  W.  Francis  Norton. 

N.  E.  Eobert  Cutler. 

7.  Robert  Cutler.    63  acres.    Page  13. 

N.  W.    Common. 
S.  E.       George  Bunker. 
S.  W.     Robert  Long. 

N.  E.      Walter  Palmer,  who  is  also  the  last  named  in  the  Sixth 
Range. 

The  lots  above  described  comprise  all  in  Waterfield  —  all 
westerly  of  the  Aberjona  River.  For  changes  made  subse- 
quently to  1G38  and  prior  to  the  Middlesex  County  Records, 
recourse  must  be  had  to  the  Index  of  the  kW  Book  of  Posses- 
sions "  or  to  the  Town  Records  of  Charlestown  and  Woburn. 
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ROCKFIELD,    OR   WEST   ROCKFIELD. 

Lots  lying  east  of  the  Aberjona  River,  whose  boundaries 
are  given :  — 

1.  Will  Frothinoham.    60  acres.    Page  27.     (By  exchange  of  No. 

6,  Fourth  Range.) 
N.  W.    John  March. 
S.  E.      Mr.  Graves. 
S.  W.     The  river. 
N.  E.      Common. 

2.  Thomas  Graves.    80  acres.    Page  o2.    Opposite  to  Mrs.  Harvard. 

W.  by  the  river. 
N.  by  the  common. 
E.  by  Steven  Fosdick. 

3.  Samuel  Richardson.    40  acres.    Page  6. 

Wr.  The  river. 

N.  Michael  Bastow. 

S.  Will  Lernett. 

E.  Common. 

4.  Michael  Bastow.    25  acres.    Page  41. 

W.  River. 

N.  Steven  Fosdick. 

S.  Samuel  Richardson. 

E.  Common. 

5.  Richard  Palgrave.    24  acres.    Page  50. 

W.  River. 

X.  George  Whitehand. 

S.  John  Tedd. 

E.  Common. 

6.  John  Tedd.    20  acres.    Page  59. 

W.  River. 

N.  Will  Baker. 

S.  Nicholas  Stowers. 

E.  Common. 

7.  Edward  Mellows.    95  acres.    Page  HG. 

N.  W.    River. 

S.  E,      Common. 

S.  \V.     Mathew  Smith. 
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Those  holding  lots  in  Rockfiekl  which  are  not  described 
are  here  given,  and  many  of- them  can  be  proximately  located 
by  references  in  the  boundaries  of  others. 

Steven  Fosdick.    40  acres.    Pago  62:     (See  2,  above.) 

.William  Leiinett.    40  acres.    Page  25.     (See  3,  above.) 

Thomas  Lyxde.    80  acres.    Page  9. 

Samuel  Carter.     15  acres.     Page  10. 

Nicholas  Stower.     60  acres.     Page  13.     (See  6,  above.) 

Sarah  Ewer.     00  acres.    Page  80. 

Mathew  Smith.     15  acres.     Page  .">*2.     (See  7,  above.) 

Edward  Joaxes.     25  acres.     Page  32. 

George   vYhitehaxd.     30  acres.    Page  38.     (Sec  5,  above.) 

William  Baker.     (See  0,  above) 


JAMES   THOMPSON. 

BY   THE   REV.    LEANDER    THOMPSON. 

James  Thompson,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Woburn, 
was  prominent  among  those  who  fixed  their  homes  in  that 
part  of  the  town  which  is  now  known  as  North  Woburn. 
The  same  difficulty,  which  meets  not  a  few  who.seareh  in 
vain  for  the  details  of  the  old  English  history  of  their  ances- 
tors, meets  us,  at  the  outset,  in  regard  to  him.  As  in  the 
case  of  Edward  Converse  and  many  others  of  W  inthrop's 
great  colony,  but  little  is  known  except  that  he  was  born 
in  England  in  1593,  married  there  a  wife  whose  name  was 
Elizabeth,  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter  (some  sav  two 
daughters),  all  probably  born  to  him  there;  and  early  in  1630, 
when  he  was  thirty-seven  years  of  age.  joined,  the  large  com- 
pany of  about  1,500  persons  who,  under  the  lead  of  Governor 
Win.ihrqp,  landed  on  New  England  shores  during  that  event- 
ful year.  The  tradition  is  that  James  Thompson  was  one 
of  the  party  that  landed  in  Salem  in  the  early  part  of  June. 

The  most  untiring  search,  so  far  as  it  could  be  made  on 
this  side  of  the  ocean,  has  been  prosecuted  for  many  years, 
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in  order  to  ascertain  the  place  of  his  birth.  Conjectures 
have  been  numerous.  The  county  of  York,  the  county 
of  Kent,  and  the  county  of  Bedfordshire  have  been  promi- 
nent among,  though  not  all,  the  counties  that  at  different 
times  have  been  proposed  as  likely  to  have  contained  his 
birthplace.     Yet  in  each  case  absolute  proof  is  lacking. 

It  seems  to  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  certain  that  there  were 
numerous  related  families  of  Thompsons  in  London  and 
in  several  of  the  nearest  counties  around  that  metropolis, 
and  that  James,  the  emigrant,  was  connected  with  all  of 
them.  These  families  embraced  a  considerable  number  that 
were  eminent  in  the  intellectual,  social,  and  religious  world, 
including  quite  a  number  of  men  who  received  the  order 
of  knighthood.  The  coats-of-arms  of  some  of  them, 
though  differing  in  minor  details,  are  essentially  the  same ; 
and  the  old  coat-of-arms  which  existed  in  the  Woburn 
family  far  back  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and  which,  at  the 
close  of  the  century,  in  1799,  John  Cole,  of  Boston,  —  who  was 
employed  probably  by  Samuel  Thompson,  Esq.,  to  copy, — 
nearly  spoiled  by  his  unauthorized  embellishments,  is, 
despite  the  ornament,  identical  with  that  of  Sir  William 
Thompson,  of  London.  Knight,  whose  name  appears  on  the 
back  of  it.  The  arms  are  of  no  value  whatever  to  the 
descendants  of  James  Thompson,  except  as  furnishing  a  pos- 
sible chie  to  his  family  connections  and  home  in  England. 

It  is  a  singular  circumstance  that,  in  the  long  lists  of  early 
emigrants  from  England  to  this  country,  given  by  Hotton, 
there  is  next  to  nothing  concerning  the  hundreds  who  com- 
posed Winthrop's  colony.  Some  have  supposed  that  the 
emigrants  themselves  evaded  an  oppressive  law  which 
required  them  to  give  the  details  of  their  English  life  and 
standing.  Others  have  suggested  that  the  lists  were  proba- 
bly among  the  papers  consumed  in  the  burning  of  the 
Government  House,  and  Hotton  himself  says:  "  It  cannot 
be  doubted  but  that  other   lists  were   made,  but   they  are 
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either  lost,  or  are  among  the  mass  of  papers  still  uncata- 
logued  at  the  Record  Office."  2 

James  Thompson  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Charles- 
town,  and  belonged  then,  as  afterward  so  far  as  is  known, 
to  the  sturdy  yeomanry  of  the  community.  He,  with  his 
wife  Elizabeth,  was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  First 
Church  in  that  place,  August  31,  1688.2  In  December 
following,  he  was  admitted  a  freeman  of  the  town.  In 
December,  1640,  he  was  one  of  the  thirty-two  men  who  sub- 
scribed to  the  noted  Town  Orders  for  Woburn,  agreed  upon 
by  the  commissioners  at  their  first  meeting  on  the  eighteenth 
of  that  month.  He  seems  also  to  have  been  among  the  few 
adventurers  who  early  pushed  their  way  into  this  almost 
unknown  region  and  fixed  their  homes  in  the  wilderness  — 
he  and  Henry  Baldwin,  and  probably  one  or  two  others,  in 
that  part  of  Charlestown  Village  now  known  as  North 
Woburn.  Charlestown  Village  was  incorporated  in  1642 
as  a  distinct  municipality  bearing  the  name  of  Woburn, 
in  memory,  as  has  always  been  supposed,  of  the  ancient 
town  of  that  name  in  Bedfordshire.  Eimkind,  whence  some 
of  the  emigrants  are  supposed  to  have  come. 

The  loss  of  the  early  records  of  the  First  Church,  organ- 
ized August  14,  164*2,  renders  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  give  the  details  of  its  earliest  history  as  an  organization, 
as  also  the  names  of  its  members.  But  there  is  strong  reason 
for  believing  that  James  Thompson  was  one  of  the  many 
first  settlers  of  Woburn  who  brought  their  letters  from  the 
church  in  Charlestown,  and  only  awaited  the  act  of  outward 
organization  by  the  seven  men  of  their  number  who  were 
specially  commissioned  by  the  mother-church  to  do  it,  in 
a  legal  way,  before  transferring  their  relation.  That  he  was 
one  of  the  earliest  members  has,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
always  been  the  tradition  of  his  descendants. 

1  Page  31.    Introduction  to  Ilotton's  Lists. 

2  Some  authorities  say,  but  probably  erroneously,  July  31, 1632  or  1G53. 
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After  the  act  of  incorporation  was  secured  and  the  people 
of  the  new  town  began,  somewhat  tardily  as  it  seems  to  us, 
to  move  in  the  matter  of  organization  for  the  separate 
management  of  their  own  affairs,  James  Thompson  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  selectmen,  and  con- 
tinued, with  occasional  brief  intervals,  to  serve  the  town  in 
that  office  nearly  twenty  years.  In  1650  he  was  the  com- 
missioner to  carry  the  votes  cast  for  town  officers  to  Cam- 
bridge. The  selectmen  had  their  regular  meetings  for  busi- 
ness on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month,  and  on  one  special 
occasion  they  mutually  agreed,  as  they  doubtless  had  virtu- 
ally done  before,  that,  if  any  one  of  their  number  should 
fail  to  be  present  by  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  —  the  hour 
appointed,  —  he  should  pay  for  the  use  of  the  town  three 
shillings  as  a  fine,  unless  he  were  detained  by  some  provi- 
dence of  God,  which  the  majority  present  should  accept  as 
a  sufficient  excuse.  There  is  a  record  that  at  least  twTo  of 
•their  number  were  accordingly  fined  —  one  of  them  at  the 
very  next  meeting  —  for  being  an  hour  late.  But  though 
James  Thompson's  home  was  two  miles  distant  from  the 
supposed  place  of  meeting,  there  is  no  hint  that  he  ever  once 
failed  to  leave  for  his  numerous  posterity  a  noble  example 
of  punctuality  and  promptness.  His  business  as  a  plain 
yeoman  did  not  often  connect  him  with  matters  of  public 
notoriety  nor  associate  his  name  with  business  outside  his 
own  town.  On  one  memorable  occasion,  we  find  his  name 
joined  witli  that  of  John  Mousall  in  giving  a  solemn  testi- 
mony under  oath,  in  regard  to  certain  t%  land  at  the  new 
town  line,  now  called  Cambridge  line,"  and  the  maintenance 
of  suitable  fences,  wtboth  inward  and  outward  of  the  said 
field,"  by  the  "proprietors  and  theire  heires  and  successors 
forever."  But  outside  of  his  legitimate  duties  as  a  member 
of  the   board  of  selectmen  we  rarely  find  his  name. 

James  Thompson  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
Elizabeth,  dying  November  13,  1043,  he  married,  February 
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15,  1644,  Susannah  Blodgett,  widow  of  Thomas  Blodgett, 
of  Cambridge.  She  died  February  10,  1661.  His  youngest 
son,  Jonathan,  married,  November  28,  1655,  a  daughter 
of  his  father's  second  wife,  who  bore  her  mother's  name. 
Of  his  other  children,  James  died  January  24,  1647,  an 
unmarried  young  man.  Simon  married  Mary  Converse,  a 
daughter  of  Edward  Converse,  one  of  the  first  and  foremost 
settlers  of  the  southern  part  of  Woburn,  now  Winchester. 
He  dying  in  1658,  she  married,  in  1659,  John  Sheldon, 
of  Bil]erica. 

Authorities  differ  upon  the  question  whether  James 
Thompson  had  one  daughter  or  two.  It  is  certain  that  he 
had  a  daughter  Olive  ;  that  in  1650,  on  the  third  of  Septem- 
ber, she  married  John  Cutler,  and  that  she  died  before  the 
death  of  her  father.  It  has  been  assumed  that  there  was 
a  younger  daughter,  Mary,  who  married  John  Shedd,  of 
Billerica,  in  165S.  Bat  there  is  no  allusion  to  such  a 
daughter  in  any  record  seen  by  the  writer,  and  no  mention 
of  her  or  of  her  children  in  James  Thompson's  will ;  and  it 
seems  highly  probable  that  the  supposed  Mary  who  "  married 
John  Shedd,  of  Billerica,"  was  really  Mary,  the  widow  of 
Simon,  who  married  "John  Sheldon,  of  Billerica."  And 
though  she  seems  to  have  died  before  the  death  of  her  first 
husband's  father,  her  second  husband  and  her  children  are 
named  in  the  will.  James  Thompson  himself,  the  honored 
patriarch  of  the  family,  died  in  1682,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years.  '   • 

It  cannot  perhaps  be  determined  with  absolute  certainty 
where  the  house  of  James  Thompson  stood.  But  it  seems 
nearly  certain  that  it  was  near  the  junction  of  Elm  Street 
with  a  new  street  now  known  as  Tra\erse.  In  the  south- 
westerly part  of  Mr.  Kafirs  Pool's  garden  there  once  stood 
a  house,  traces  of  which  some  of  our  oldest  citizens  still 
remember  There  Jonathan  the  youngest  son  of  James  • 
Thompson  lived  and  died.     There  Jonathan,  fh\,  also  lived 
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and  probably  died ;  and  there  Jabez,  the  son  of  Jonathan,  Jr., 
also  lived  and  reared  a  large  family  ;  Timothy  Thompson,  who 
settled  in  Charlestown  just  on  the  eve  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  became  the  patriarch  of  the  present  numerous 
Thompson  family  in  that  place,  being  conspicuous  among  the 
eight  children.  As  James,  in  his  will,  gave  his  own  dwelling- 
house  to  Ins  son  Jonathan,  and  Jonathan  married  the 
daughter  of  his  second  wife,  by  her  first  marriage,  it  seems 
all  but  certain  that  the  house,  which  was  the  home  of  four 
generations  of  his  descendants,  was  also  his  own  home.  It 
is  certain  that  he  gave  his  own  house  to  Jonathan,  and  we 
have  no  evidence  that  he  owned  any  other  house  in  Woburn 
besides  the  one  he  occupied.  A  very  large  portion  of  the 
territory  which  now  constitutes  that  part  of  North  Woburn 
which  lies  north  of  the  Baldwin  estate,  including  the  ground 
on  which  the  Congregational  Church,  the  Unitarian  Chapel, 
the  Ram  ford  House,  and  the  Rumford  School  building  now 
stand,  was  once  owned  by  James  Thompson  or  his  more 
immediate  descendants. 

Of  James  Thompson's  descendants,  very  numerous,  and 
now  very  widely  scattered  in  nearly  every  State  and  Terri- 
tory in  the  country  and  in  several  foreign  countries,  it  is 
proper  to  make  a  brief  mention.  They  are  numerous  in 
Hampden,  Hampshire,  Franklin,  and  Berkshire  Counties  in 
Massachusetts ;  more  so  in  Suffolk,  and.  as  ever,  most  so 
of  all  in  Old  Middlesex.  Outside  Massachusetts,  they  are 
especially  to  be  found  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Illinois.  Yet  all 
have  ever  looked  to  the  North  Village  of  Woburn  as  "  the  home 
of  the  Thompsons/'  And  a  large  number  of  them  have 
from  time  to  time  come  from  their  widely  separated  homes 
as  pilgrims  to  t lie  old  ancestral  spot. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  descendants  of  James 
Thompson,  the  first  settler,  embrace  a  very  large  number  of 
educated  men,  in  many  professions.     Numerous  clergymen, 
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missionaries,  officers  of  churches,  physicians,  authors,  lawyers, 
judges,  senators,  representatives,  teachers,  patriots,  soldiers, 
military  officers,  civil  engineers,  and  eminent  business  men 
have  been  in  their  ranks,  and  the  circles  of  these  men  of 
special  note  are  ever  widening. 

Of  the  possessions  of  James  Thompson  in  his  later  years, 
no  very  definite  account  can  here  be  given.  In  the  Third 
Report  of  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town  Land  Records  are  found  nine  articles  which  describe 
his  possessions  in  "Charleton  Limites"  in  1638.  These 
are  as  follows  :  —  \ 

"  1.  Two  Acres  of  land  by  estimation  more  or  lesse,  scituale 
and  lying  in  the  high  feilde,  butting  to  the  south  upon  the 
highway ;  to  the  north  upon  the  meaddow  towarde  mistic 
river;  bounded  on  the  east  by  George  Whitehand  and  Henry 
Bullocke,  and  on  the  west  b}"  Nicholas  Davis,  with  a  dwell- 
ing-house and  other  aptinances  thereunto. 

;i  2.  One  acre  of  earable  by  estimation,  scituate  and  lying 
in  the  high  feilde,  batting  to  the  south  upon  the  high  way  ; 
to  the  north  upon  the  marsh  toward  mistic  river,  bounded 
on  the  east  by  Ralph  Sprague,  and  on  the  west  by  John 
Moussall. 

"3.  Two  Acres  of  meaddow  by  estimation,  more  or  lesse, 
•lying  in  the  high  feilde  marsh,  butting  to  the  South  upon 
Nicolas  Davis  and  Thomas  Richardson ;  to  the  north  upon 
the  great  Cove,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Ralph  Moussell,  and 
on  the  west  by  Ezecheali  Richardson.  .     • 

"4.  Two  Acres  of  earable  land  by  estimation,  more  or 
lesse,  scituate  and  lying  in  the  line  feilde,  butting  to  the 
southwest  upon  Cambridge  line :  to  the  north  east  upon 
Charleton  Comon ;  bounded  on  the  south-east  by  John 
Moussell,  and  on  the  north-west  by  John   ffairiielde. 

"  5.  Milch  Cow  Comons  three  and  a  quarter. 

"  6.  Two  Acres  of  meaddow  by  estimation,  more  or  lesse, 
scituate  and  lying  in  misticke  feilde,  butting  to  the  southwest 
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■  \ 

\  upon  mistick  river ;  to  the  north  east  upon  Will  Lernett ; 
bounded  on  the  north  west  by  James  Pemberton  and  the 
comon,  and  on  the  south  east  By  A  ereecke.  .  • 

"7.  ffive  acres  of  woodland,  scituate  and  lying  in  mistick 
feilde,  No.  41,  80  pole  in  length  and  tenn  in  breadth,  butting 
to  the  west  upon  the  drift  way  towards  the  north  river;  to 

the  east  upon  the  land  way;  bounded  on  the  south  by , 

and  on  the  north  by . 

"8.  hive  Acres  of  woodland,  scituate  and  lying  in  misticke 
feilde,  No.  20,  100  pole  in  length  and in  breadth,  but- 
ting to  the  north  east  upon  long  meade;  south  west  upon 
John  Berridgc  ;  bounded  on  the  nor-west  by  Sam  llaule, 
and  on  the  south  east  by  William  Powell. 

"9.  ffortie  Acres  of  land  by  estimation,  more  or  lesse, 
scituate  and  lying  in  water  fielde,  No.  20,  100  pole  in  length 
and  breadth,  butting  to  the  nor-west  upon  Abr.  Pratt  and 
Isaac  Cole ;  south  east  upon  John  Greene;  bounded  in  the 
south  west  by  Will  Powell,  and  on  the  north  east  by  Sam 
Haule.'' 

The  account  of  James  Thompson's  possessions  in  Charles- 
town,  of  which  an  exact  copy  is  given  above,  bears  the  date 
■  of  1638,  winch  was  probably  about  two  years  before  his  re- 
.nioval  to  Charlestown  Village,  afterward  Woburn.  Wyman, 
in  his  work  on  the  Genealogies  and  Estates  of  Charlestown, 
gives  essentially  the  same  account  in  a  more  condensed  form, 
and  with  slight  variations,  one  referring:  to  "planting  ground 
and  House-lot  next  J.  Brimsmead,"  *  as  early  as  1635-6.  In 
the  first  division  of  lands  on  "  Mistick  Sycle  "  in  Charles- 
town, ten  acres  were  assigned  to  each  house-lot.  Subse- 
quently, in  order  to  accommodate  "after  comers,*'  the  lots 
were  subdivided,  each  containing  five  acres.  These  were 
numbered,  that  of  James  Thompson,  or  Toinson,  as  it  is 
written,  being  No.  41.  What  disposal  the  owner  made  of 
this    property    and    other    property    subsequently    Obtained, 

1  This  name  is  spelled  Brinsmeade  in  the  Charlestown  "  Book  of-  Possessions. "     G.  C. 
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! 
at  the  time  of  his  removal  or  at  any  later  time,  the  writer 

is  not  informed.  But  that  he  had  disposed  of  it  before  the 
date  of  his  will,  "  the  last  day  of  February  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  and  one," 
seems  highly  probable,  inasmuch  as  there  is,  in  that  instru- 
ment, no  specific  mention  of,  nor  illusion  to,  it.  At  least, 
there  is  no  reference  to  property  as  associated  with  Charles- 
town  by  name.     The  will  is  brief,  and  is  as  follows  :  — 

In  the  name  of  C4od,  Amen.  I,  James  Thompson,  Senior,  of 
Wbburii  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  in  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts, 
being  of  sound  mind  and  perfect,  memory,  and  apprehensive  of  the 
near  approach  of  my  dissolution,  being  greatly  stricken  in  years, 
willing  to  sett  my  house  in  order  before  my  departure  hence,  hereby 
absolutely  renouncing  and  reversing  all  former  Wills  had  or  made 
by  me  whatsoever,  doe  make  this  my  la«t  Will  and  Testament  in  form 
and  maimer  following:  —  I 

ffirst.  1  give  my  Soul  to  God  who  created  and  gave  it,  and  to 
Jesus  Christ  my  Redeemer,  and  Holy  Ghost  my  Sanctifyer,  three 
glorious  subsistences  in  one  glorious  and  eternally  undivided  Essence ; 
and  my  body  to  the  Earth  (there  to  be  decently  buryed),  in  hope 
of  a  glorious  Resurrection  in  order  to  the  Reunion  of  soul  and  body 
through  the  merritts  of  Jesus  Christ,  my  blessed  Savior  and 
Redeemer. 

Secondly.  After  all  my  due  debts  pay'd  and  funerall  charges 
defrayed,  I  do  give  unto  my  loving  son,  Jonathan  Thompson,  the 
only  child  now  of  my  own  body,  all  my  house  and  out  housing,  and 
all  my  lands  whatso  ever,  whether  belonging  to  the  home-stall  or  out 
lands  with  all  my  cattle  and  moveable  Estate  personal  and  real  in 
present  possession  or  reversion  (excepting  as  followeth). 

3.  I  give  to  Sarah  Redknap  and  Hannah  Horn,  my  grandchildren, 
forty  shillings  a  pcice  in  silver,  (viz.),  I  give  to  Hannah  Horn 
forty  shillings  of  that  money  of  mine  now  in  her  own  hands.  The 
other  twenty  shillings  in  silver  in  her  hand-,  my  will  is  that  she  pay 
it  to  her  sister  Sarah  Redknap,  and  my  will  is  that  John  Sheldin 
Senior  shall  pay  her  the  other  twenty  shilling  in  silver  out  of  that 
money  he  hath  of  mine  in  his  hands. 

4.  I  give  to  John  Guttler  and  Susannah  Logec  my  Grandchildren 
and  to  my  son  Jonathan's  six  children  three  pounds  a  peice  in  currant 
pay  of  the  country.  And  my  will  is  that  James  Thompson  my  Grand- 
child and  Jno  Sheldin  aforesaid  shall  pay  to  J  no  Cutler  and 
Susanna  Logee  their  three  pounds  a  peice  as  aforesaid,  and  then  the 
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Remainder  of  what  estate  of  mine  is  or  shall  be  then  in  their  hands, 
my  will  is  that  it  shall  be  payd  to  my  son  Jonathan  for  the  discharge 
of  his  children's  portions  so  far  as  it  will  reach  and  to  make  good 
to  them  the  remainder  of  their  portions  as  above,  out  of  my  estate, 
from  time  to  time  as  they  shall  come  of  age. 

Lastly,  —  I  do  nominate  and  appoynt  my  son  Jonathan  to  be  the 
sole  Executor  of  this  my  whole  will  and  desire  and  ordeyne  my 
Trustee  and  well  beloved  ffreinds,  Samuel  Bloggett  senior  and  John 
Mousall  to  be  overseers  of  this  my  last  will  and  Testament,  and  as 
a  pledge  of  my  love  I  give  to  said  Bloggett  mr.  llogers  his  book  and 
Mousall  a  payr  of  new  Gloves. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  sett  (this  last  day  of  Ifebrii- 
ary  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  and 
one)  my  hand  and  seal. 

The  mark  of 

JAMES   THOMPSON,   SENIOR. 
Signed,  sealed,  declared  and  published  in  presence  of  us, 

John  Mousall. 
Sam'l  Bloggett. 

Octob.  8.  '82,  John  Mousall  and  Sam'l  Bloggett  appearing  in 
Court,  made  oath  to  the  abovesaid. 


It  is  noticeable  here,  as  in  other  occasional  instances 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Woburn  and  elsewhere,  some 
of  them  being  even  at  a  later  date  than  that  of  the  fathers 
of  Woburn,  that  the  signature  embraces,  or  rather  evidently 
did  in  the  original  embrace,  though  omitted  in  the  copy, 
one  of  the  many  old  forms  of  the  cross  as  a  "  mark."  The 
common  impression  that  this  form  of  signature  indicates 
invariably  a  lifelong  inability  to  write  is  undoubtedly  erro- 
neous. Some  old  writers  tell  us  that,  in  carry  days,  it  was  the 
custom  in  England  to  affix  to  the  inscription  of  the  name 
the  sign  of  the  cross  as  a  symbol  of  the  Christian  faith.  And 
long  after  those  who  could  not  write  adopted  this  sign  instead 
of  the  regular  signature  of  their  names,  many,  who  could 
write,  continued  the  significant  mark  as  an  addition  to  their 
names.     The  writer,  in  his  reading,  has  found   many  such 
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cases.  Whether  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  some  linger- 
ing reverence  of  the  olden  time,  or  by  the  disabilities  of, 
declining  age,  cannot  perhaps  be  now  fully  determined.  But 
from  what  we  know  of  the  intelligent  and  enterprising  fathers 
of  Woburn,  as  town-officers  and  men  of  more  or  less  public 
life,  and  from  the  frequent  recurrence  of  their  full  names 
subscribed  to  various  papers  without  the  cross,  there  is  a 
strong  probability  that,  without  exception,  they  had  been 
educated  to  write.  It  is  the  uniform  testimony  of  old  writers 
that  the  men  who  composed  Wmthrop's  colony  were  con- 
siderably above  the  average  of  the  people  in  England  in 
education,  in  intelligence,  and  in   character. 

A  notable  case  of  the  use  of  a  u  mark  "  is  mentioned  by 
the  historian  of  Woburn  as  occurring  even  in  1759,  and  the 
man  whose  signature  is  thus  given  is  no  less  a  man  than 
the  Rev.  Timothy  Cutler,  D.D.,  once  the  learned  president  of 
Yale  College,  and  afterward  for  many  years,  until  his  death 
in  1TG5,  the  distinguished  rector  of  Christ  Church  in  Boston: 
To  a  certificate,  addressed  to  the  treasurer  of  the  First  Pre- 
cinct in  Woburn,  we  have  the  following  signature:  — 

his 
TIMOTHY      x    CUTLER. 

Mark, 
minister  of  Christ  Church  in  Boston. 

In  one  or  two  old  papers  relating  to  James  Thompson  we 
find  appended  to,  or  connected  with,  his  name  the  old  crux 
commissa,  like  our  letter  T,  and  in  one  or  more  relating  to 
Samuel  Richardson,  another  of  the  Woburn  fathers,  we  find 
the  crux  decusmta,  or  St.  Andrew's  cross,  like  our  letter 
X.  It  seems  highly  probable  that,  in  these  cases  and  also 
in  that  of  Dr.  Cutler,  it  was  only  in  declining  age  or  physical 
disability  that  they  resorted  to  the  sign  or  mark  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  ordinary  subscription  of  the  name  by  their  own 
hand.  James  Thompson,  when  he  used  it  in  sio-nino-  his 
will,  was,  as  he  says,  "greatly  stricken  in  years,"  as  any  one 
eighty -eight  years  of  age  might  well  claim  to  be.    Dr.  Cutler, 
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though  not  so  old,  was  seventy-four  when  he  signed  the 
certificate,  and  died  six  years  afterward. 

It  may  not  be  inappropriate,  before  closing  this  article,  to 
notice  briefly  the  Thompson  memorial  window  in  the  new 
church  at  North  Woburn.  As  James  Thompson  was  promi- 
nent  among  the  first   settlers   of  North    Woburn,  and   for 

|  many  years  an  honored  member  of   the  First  Church,  and 

as   the    new    church-edifice    stands    on    ground    which    for 

1  several  generations   belonged  to    the    Thompson    family,  it 

was  thought  proper  to  place  in  the  building  some  recognition 
of  him  and  of  the  generations  of  Christian  men  and  women 
who  descended  from  him,  and  have  come  and  gone  since  his 
day.  The  window,  looking  to  the  west  and  upon  the  old 
Rumford  House  and  grounds,  is  not  an  expensive  one  com- 
pared with  many  similar  memorials.  But  it  is  neat,  artistic, 
and  really  beautiful.  Surmounting  it  is  a  very  fine  copy 
of  the  Thompson  coat-of-arms,  and,  on  a  tablet  beneath, 
is  the  following  inscription  :  — ■ 

MEMORIAL  OF 

JAMES  THOMPSON, 

AN  ORIGINAL  SETTLER  OF  WOBURN, 
|  AND  AN  ORIGINAL  MEMBER   OF  THE  FIRST  CHURCH  1GI2  — 

AND  OF  A  CHRISTIAN   ANCESTRY  OF  SIX  GENERATIONS 
I  OF  HIS  DESCENDANTS. 

As  not  an  individual  of  the  sixth  generation  is  known  to 
be  now  living,  the  inscription  includes  all  of  six  generations. 
A  large  number  of  the  seventh  have  also  joined  the  great 
assembly  of  the  dead,  but  many  of  this  generation  still  live, 
and  at  least  four  generations  of  even  their  successors  are 
now  with  them  upon  the  stage  of  active  life. 

It  needs  only  to  be  added  that  the  expense  of  the  memorial 
window  was  cheerfully  incurred  by  a  few  descendants  of  the 
patriarch  of  the  Thompson  family. 

The  following  pages  of  genealogy  could  easily  be  greatly 
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extended.  But,  since  its  limitation  even  to  the  families 
which  have  always  made  Woburn  and  its  immediate  vicinity 
their  home  would  require  far  more  room  than  The  Record 
could  properly  afford,  it  is,  for  obvious  reasons,  confined 
to  the  line  of  descent  from  James  Thompson  of  a  single 
family.  As  the  late  Deacon  Benjamin  F.  Thompson  was 
indefatigable  as  one  of  the  fathers  of  the  town  of  Winchester, 
and  his  son  has,  from  its  organization,  been  the  efficient 
President  of  the  Winchester  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Society,  the  nine  generations  embraced  in  their  direct  line 
are  appropriately  here  given,  the  figure  over  each  principal 
name  designating  the  generation. 

There  is  a  probability,  amounting  almost  to  certainty,  that 
the  children  of  the  first  settler,  James,  were  all  born  in  Eng- 
land, and  hence  the  dates  of  their  birth  cannot  be  given. 
The  year  of  his  own  birth,  unlike  those  of  his  children,  is 
ascertained  from  his  known  age  at  death. 


GENEALOGY. 


JAMES1   THOMPSON. 

Bom  in  England  in  1593;  died  in   1682.     Married   (1)   Elizabeth 

,  who  died  November  13,  1643;   (2)   Susannah  Blodgett,  widow 

(February  15,  1044),  the  mother  of  the  wife  of  his  son  Jonathan. 
She  died  February  10,  1661. 

HISTORICAL  ITEMS. 

1593.    Born  in  England. 

1630.    Probably  in  Chariest-own,  Mass. 

1633*    A  member  of  the  First  Church  in  Charlestown  and  a  freeman. 

1640.    Subscribed  to  the  first  Town  Orders  for  Woburn. 

1642.    Settled  in  Woburn,  at  North  Village. 

1644.  On  the  first  Hoard  of  Selectmen,  Woburn.  Was  a  member  eighteen 
years,  as  follows:  1644,  '46,  '49,  '50.  '51,  '52,  53,  '54,  '55,  '50,  '57,  '58,  '60,  '61,  '62, 
'67,  '69,  and  1671. 

1650-51.    Commissioner  to  end  small  causes. 

1650-51.    Commissioner  to  carry  the  votes  to  Cambridge. 
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1GG2.  On  Committee  of  Arbitration  between  Robert  Hale  and  Edward 
Converse. 

1G79.    Sick  with  smallpox.    A  daughter  also'siek. 

1631.    Made  bis  will. 

1682.    Died. 

An  Inventory  of  th'  Estate  of  James  Thompson  senr  late  of  AVoburne  de- 
ceased as  apprized  and  taken  by  Saml  Bloggett  &  John  Mousall  ovrseers  of  sd 
Estate  22d  7mo  1682. 

Imprs  one  bed  &  beddinge 005  08  00 

Wearing  cloaihs 001  00  00 

Table  chest  &  chayrs 002  00  00 

Iron  ware    ; 001  18  00 

pewter       000  17  00 

Armes 001  00  00 

Money 007  33  00 

'Traiiimell  &  potthooks 000  05  00 

1  cow  &  1  heifer 001  00  00 

house  and  homestall 030  00  00 

outlands  &  meadows       023  00  00 

Woodlands 006  00  00 

Tire  of  cart  wheels,  chains,  &c       008  10  00 

Debts 009  00  00 

133    17    00 
Octob.  3,  1682     Jonathan  Thompson  appearing  in  Court  made  oath  to  the 
abovsd  Inventory  Jonatii.  Remington,  Clerecy. 

A  copy,  Attest : 

J.  IT.  Tyler,  Register. 

CHILDREN. 


ii.  Simon.2  m.  Mary2  Converse,  December,  1646;  daughter 
of  Edward  l  raid  Sarah  Converse,  of  "Woburn,  Mass.  d. 
May,  1058. 
iii.  Olive.-  m.  John  Cutler,  September  3, 1G50.  She  died  before 
her  father. 
2  iv.  Jonathan.2  m.  Susannah  Blodgett,  November  28,  1655. 
d.  October  20, 1691. 

2. 

Jonathan2  Thompson  (James1),  d.  October  20,  1691. 
m.  Susannah  Blodgett,  of  Cambridge,  November  28, 
1055.     d.  February  6,  1097. 

HISTORICAL  ITEMS. 
Born  in  England.    Came  with  his  father  to  Gharlestown,  Mass. 
l(kw.    Married  Susannah  Blodgett. 
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1G74.    Chosen  to  "  tech  biger  children." 

1G75.    "  Teching  to  reade,"  and  paid  by  the  town  his  share  of  £1. 

1675.    A  constable  of  the  town. 

16S0.    Sexton  of  the  town. 

1691.    Died. 

The  mother  of  the  above  Susannah  Blodgett,  of  Cambridge,  became  the  second 
wife  of  the  above  Jonathan's  father,  James,  February  15,  J(>4J,  his  first  wife, 
Elizabeth,  having-  died  the  year  before.  The  name  of  the  second  wife  was  Sus- 
annah.   She  died  February  10, 1660. 

CHILDREN. 

i.    Susannah  .3    b.  July  4, 1661.    m.  Abraham  Robards,  of  Read- 
ing. 

3  ii.  Jonathan?  b.  September  28,  10(33.  m.  Frances  Whitmore, 
d.  1748. 

iii.    James.3    b.  1GGG.     Died  in  infancy. 

iv.  James.3  b.  June  27,  1GG7.  on.  Sarah  Trask.  d.  November 
29,  1741. 

v.     Sarah.3     b.  June  1,  1670.     m.  John  Swan,  1692.     d.  1738. 

vi.  Simon.3  b.  June  15,  1673.  m.  Anna  Butterfleld.  d.  Decem- 
ber 12, 1736. 

vii.    Ebenezer.3    b.  August  18,  1G7G.    d.  February  19,  1G97. 

3. 

Jonathan3  Thompson  (Jonathan? James1).  6,  September 
28,  1GC3.  m.  Fiiakces  Whitmore,  of  Cambridge, 
daughter  of  Francis,     d.  1748. 

HISTORICAL  ITEMS. 

1663     Born  in  Woburn,  North  Village. 

1GS8?    Married  Frances  Whitmore,  of  Cambridge. 

1602.    Chosen  one  of  the  town  tithingmen. 
.    1728.    On  committee  "  to  go  to  the  Great  and  General  Court  to  give  the  reasons 
why  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Goshen  (so  called)  should  not  be  granted." 

1728.    Also  on  a  committee  of  nine  '•  to  gue  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fox  to  see  if  they 
can  make  things  easy  with  him."     Also  to  treat  with  Mr.  Jackson ''to  Supply 
the  pulpit  fur  the  present." 
■   174S.    Died. 

This  Jonathan  appears  to  have  lived  in  a  house  that  stood  near  the  junction  of 
Elm  and  Traverse  Streets,  between  the  old  three-story  Tidd  house  and  that  of 
Rufus  1*001.  His  son  Jabez,  and  also  his  grandson  Jabez,  lived  in  the  same 
house,  which  long  since  disappeared.    Located  in  North  Wobtirn. 

James,  son  of  this  Jonathan,  married  Mary  Hancock,  cousin  of  Governor 
John  Hancock. 
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CHILDREN. 

i.    Jonathan*,    b.  February  9,  1G89.   m.  (1)  Phebe  Carter.    (2) 

Abigail  Fowle.     d.  June  9,  1752. 
ii.     Hannah.4     6.  January  28,  1691.     m.  Josiah  Pierce. 
iii.    Joseph.4     b.   October  20,   1694.     m.  Sarah  Bradshaw.     d. 

August  81,  1755. 
iv.    James.4    b.  November  14,  1G96.     m.   Mary    Hancock,     d. 

May  25,  1776. 
v.    Susannah.4    b.  July  6,   1699.    m.  Benjamin  Mead  (?).     d. 

October  18,  1760. 
vi.    Ebenezer.4    b.  March  30,   1701.     m.  Hannah  Converse,      d. 

1755. 
vii.    Mary,4    b.  August  18,  1703.    m.  Nathaniel  Cowdrey. 
4  viii.     Samuel.4    b.    September  8,    1705.      m.    Ruth    Wright,      d. 

May  13,  1748. 
ix.    Patience.4    b.  October  25,  1713.    m.  Timothy  Lamson. 
x.     Esther.4     m.  Amos  Lamson. 
xi.     Jabez.4    m.  Lydia  Snow.     d.  June  10,  1759. 
xii.    Daniel.4    Died  in  infancy. 

4. 

Samuel4  Thompson  (Jonathan,3  Jonathan?  James1),  b. 
September  8,  1705.  m.  Ruth  Wright  (daughter  of 
Josiah  and  Ruth  (Carter)  Wright),  December  31,  1730. 
She  died  October  3,  1775.     cl.  May  13,  1748. 

HISTORICAL  ITEMS. 

1705.    Born  in  Woburn,  North  Village. 

1730.    Married  Kuth  Wright,  of  Woburn. 

1748.    Died  from  the  effects  of  an  injury  in  moving  timber. 

But  very  little  is  now  known  of  the  details  of  his  life.  Two  of  his  brothers 
resided  in  Medford.  and  are  supposed  to  have  been  engaged  in  shipbuilding, 
Samuel  supplying  them  in  part  with  timber.  Hence  his  premature  death  in  his 
forty-third  year. 

This  Samuel  lived  in  the  house  on  Elm  Street,  nearly  facing  West  Street,  oppo- 
site the  residence  of  Deacon  Charles  Thompson,  the  father  of  the  writer.  The 
house  had  originally  the  old-fashioned  sloping  roof  behind.  After  the  death  of 
Samuel,  in  1718,  his  children  all  being  young,  Samuel  his  son  undertook  the  care 
of  the  family.  The  rebuilding  of  the  house  seems  to  have  been  done  in  1701. 
The  large  trees  in  front  of  the  house  were  set  out  by  the  son  Samuel.  Three  of 
the  four  trees  were  cut  down  in  1874. 
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CHILDREN. 

i.     Samuel .5     b.  October  30,  1731.    m.  (1)   Abigail  Title! ;    (2) 

Lydia  Jones;  (3)  Esther  Wyman.   He  died  August  17, 1820. 

ii.    Daniel.5     b.  March  9,  173-1.      m.  October    29,    1760,  Phebe 

Snow.     d.  April  19,  1775. 
iii.    Ruth.5    b.  March  9,1737.    m.  June  18,1755,  Noah  Wyman. 
d.  March  16,  1826. 
5     iv.     Abijah.5      b.  April   11,  1739.     m.  December   13,    1759,   (1) 
Esther  Snow;    (2)  Abigail    Wyman;     (3)  Widow    Sarah 
(Stanley)  Burtt.     d.  January  16,  1811. 
v.    Mary.5     b.  May  24,   1711.     m.   Captain  David  Wheeler,  of 

Concord, 
vi.    Phebe.5    b.  February  5,  1743.     m.  Moses  Tufts,  of  Medford. 

vii.    Lois.5    b.  August  12,  1746.    m. Hartwell,  of  Worcester. 

viii.    Jonathan.5    b.  Sex>tember  10,  1718.    d.  1752. 

5. 

"  Sheriff"  Abijali5 Thompson  (Samuel,4  Jonathan?  Jona- 
than* James1),  b.  April  11,  1739.  m.  December  13, 
1759,  (1)  Esther  Snow.  d.  January  3,  1761.  m.  - 
1762,  (2)  Abigail  Wyman,  daughter  of  Zebediah  and 
Abigail  (Pierce)  Wyman.  d.  1778.  m.  1779,  (3) 
Widow  Sarah  (Stanley)  Burtt,  of  Wilmington,  d. 
March  22,  1821.     He  died  January  16,  1811.  . 

HISTORICAL  ITEMS. 

1739.  Bora  in  Woburn.  North  Village. 

1758.  In  the  French  War,  with  his  brother  Samuel. 

1759.  Married  Esther  Snow. 
1762.  Married  Abigail  Wyman. 

1775.  At  Lexington  and  Concord,  with  Ids  brothers  Samuel  and  Daniel. 

1777.  At  the  "  Northward, "  a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  Army. 

1778?  Married  Widow  Sarah  Burtt :  maiden  name  Stanley. 

1793.  On  committee  to  adjust  difficulties  with  Rev.  Mr.  Sargent. 

1794.  On  committee  in  relation  to  schoolhouses. 
1791.  Selectman.    Also  1795,  »96,  '97.  ?98,  '99,  1801,  and  1802. 
1797.  On  committee,  to  oppose  setting  off  Second  Parish  as  a  separate  town. 
1793.  Agent  of  the  town  to  attend  General  Court  and  oppose  a  separation  of 

the  town.     Also  on  committee  to  confer  again  with  Rev.  Mr.  Sargent. 

1799.    On  committee  to  make  a  final   settlement  with  Mr.  Sargent.    Also  on 
committee  to  arrange  for  a  public  observance  of  the  death  of  Washington. 

1805?    Gave  a  public  patriotic  oration,  probably  on  the  4th  of  July. 

1811.    Died. 
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Abijah  Thompson  was  a  member  of  the  First  Church  for  many  years.  He  was 
deputy  sheriff,  commonly  known  as  "  Sheriff  Abijah,"  He  and  his  brother 
Samuel  did  much  to  spread  abroad  the  "  Baldwin  "  apple,  when  it  was  called 
"Pecker." 

CHILDREN. 

i.     Khoda.6     b.  November  5,  17(13.     m.  Jonathan  Tidd. 
6  ii.    Abijah*    b.  October  21,  17(38.    m.  July  1,  1790,  (1)  Lydia 
Head,  of  Bedford,    m.  March  10,  1809,  (2)  Widoir  Lydia 
(Jaquith)  Bradford.    He  died  October  27,  1820. 

BY   THIRD    WIFE. 

iii.    Charles.6    b.  November  25,  1780.    m.  January  19,  1802,  Mary 

Wyman.     d.  May  16,  18G9. 
iv.     Alpha.6   b.  June  11, 1785.    m.  January  -1,  1810,  Mary  Scottow. 

d.  August  27,  185-1. 
v.     Sally.6   b.  January  23,  1787.  m.  April  21, 1808,  William  Bond. 

d.  March  3,  1867. 
vi.    Nancy. c     b.  1788.     d.  January  15,  1790. 

vii.    Nancy.0    b.  June  3,  1790.    m.  February  27,  1812,  Christopher 
P.  Bosmer.    d.  September  28,  1850. 

6-  .      I 

"  Major  "  Abijah0  Thompson  ("Sheriff"  Abijah^  Sam*. 
uelS  Jonathan,3  Jonathan,®  James1),  h.  October  24, 
17G8.  m.  (1)  July  1,  1790,  Lydia  Mead,  of  Bedford. 
d.  February  3,  1805.  m.  March  10,  1809,  (2)  Widow 
Lydia  (Jaquith)  Bradford,  d.  April  22,  18-10.  He 
died  October  27,  1820. 

HISTORICAL  ITEMS. 

Was  called  "Major"  Abijah  Thompson;  a  blacksmith  by  trade. 

He  was  many  years  a  sufferer  from  asthma,  and  died  very  much  respected  as  a 
man  and  a  citizen.  For  some  years,  in  addition  to  his  regular  business,  he  kept 
the  village  store,  which  a  few  persons  still  remember.  Elis  severe  suffering  from 
asthma  did  not  allow  him  to  mingle  much  in  public  affairs  nor  in  society. 

MASONIC. 

Beading,  July  10,  5798. 
Brother  Abijah  Thompson, 

To  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,    Dr. 
£    s.  d. 

To  initiation  fees 6:0:0 

Secretary's  fees 0:37:5 


6 : 37 : 5 
Bee.  payment,  Bexj'n  Badger,  Secretary. 
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CHILDREN  BY  FIRST  WIFE. 

i.    Abigail.?    b.  April  6,  1791.    d.  October  10,  1801. 

ii.    Abijah.7    b.  May  20,  1793.     m.  1811,  Celendc  Fox.     d.  18GG. 

d.  June  7,  1868. 
iii.     Stephen.7     b.  July  16,  1797.     d.  July  7,  1803. 
7  iv.    Benjamin  Franklin.1    b.  January  18, 1799.    m.  April  1, 1823, 

Hannah  Walker,  of  Burlington,  Mass.     d.  July  31,  18G3. 
v.    JSIabby.7    b.  January  20,  1803.     m.  Frederick  Parker. 

BY   SECOND   WIFE. 

vi.    Lydia  Jaquith.7    b.  January  16,  1810.    d.  November  22,  1822. 

7. 

Beacon  Benjamin  Franklin7  Thompson   ("Major" 

Abijah/'  u  Sheriff"  Abijah/  Samuel/  Jonathan/  Jona- 
than/James1), b.  January  18,  1799.  m.  April  1, 
1823,  Hannah  Walker,  of  Burlington,  daughter  of 
Josiah,  Kr.     d.  July  31,  1863. 

i.    Chandler.*    b.  August  25,  1821.    d.  September  7,  1826. 
ii.    Abijah.8    b.  July  29,  1827.     m.  April  27,  1848,  Maria  Stearns' 
Swan,  of  Arlington,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Stephen. 
,  1.  Annie  Mabel.9     b.  October  5,  1868.    d.  September  21, 

1873. 
2.  Martha  Lillian.9    b.  September  9,  1871. 
iii.    Martha  Ann.s     b.  December  13,  1828.     d.  April  9,  1811. 
iv.     Stephen.8    b.   October  8,   1835.      m.   September,    1860,    (1) 
EmmaXorcross.     d.  April,  1861.     m.  September  11,  1866, 
(2)  Sarah  F.  Snow. 

1.  Benjamin  Franklin.9    b.  December  1,  1867. 

2.  William  Snow.9    6.  May  10,  1S73. 
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INSCRIPTIONS  TO  THOMPSONS,  BY  NAME,  FROM 
THE  OLDER  WOBURN  BURYING-GROUNDS.1 

I.     EPITAPHS,   OLD    BURYJNG-GROUND,    PARK    STREET, 
WOBURN  CENTRE. 

Here  lyes  ye  body 
of  Lieut  lames 2 
Thomson,  aged 
44  years,  died 
September  ye  4 
1693. 

Lieut.  James  Thompson,  son  of  Simon  and  Mary  (Convers)  Thomp- 
son, and  grandson  of  James  Thompson,  family  ancestor,  was  born  in 
Wobnrn,  March  20,  1649,  married  (1st)  Hannah  Walker,  January  27, 
1673-74,  died  February  4,  1685-86;  and  (2d)  Abigail  Gardner,  of 
Charlestown,  married  April  13,  1G87.  His  widow  married  Dca. 
Edward  Johnson.     Vide  Jacjues's  Thompson  Genealogy. 


Here  Lyes  the 
Body  of  Mi- 
Richard  Thomson 
Aged  30  Years 
9  Months  &  16  Days 
Dec'd  Jan'ry  ye  6th  1718. 

Richard  Thompson,  son  Lieut.  James  (Epitaph  10)  and  Abigail 
(Gardner)  Thompson,  born  March  21,  1688.  Vide  Jaques's  Thompson 
Genealogy. 

1  Copied  from  W.  R.  Cutter's  "  Transcript  and  Notes  on  the  Inscriptions  in  the  First 
and  Second  Burying-Grounds  of  the  Ancient  Town." 

-  7" and  J  were  formerly  regarded  and  used  as  the  same  character  in  English  writing 
and  printing.  — Commonly  used  on  the  gravestones  in  Uiis  yard  before  1700. 
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Here  lyes  Buried 
ye  Body  of  Mr 
Ebenezer  Tompson 
(Of  Charlestown)  Who 
Died  April  19th  Anno 
Domi  1741  in  ye  58th 
Year  of  His  Age. 

Ebenezer  Thompson,  son  of  Lieut.  James  (Epitaph  10)  and  Hannah 
(Walker)  Thompson,  born  July  20,  1683,  married  Mary  "Winn,  of 
Wilmington  (Epitaph  175).  Was  a  tailor  "  of  Charlestown; "  moved 
to  Medford.      Vide  Jaques's  Thompson  Genealogy. 


Here  Lyes  Buried 

ye  Body  of  Mr  ' 

Samuel  Tompson, 

who  Departed  this  life 

May  13th  1748,  in  ye  43d 

Year  of  His  Age. 

Samuel  Thompson,  born  September  8,  1705,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Frances  (Whitmore)  Thompson,  great-grandson  of  James  Thomp- 
son, family  ancestor,  married  Ruth  Wright,  December  31,  1730.  Vide 
Jaques's  Thompson  Genealogy;  Sewall's  Woburn,  614. 


Here  lyes  Buried 

the  body  of  Mr 

Jonathan  Tompson 

of  Medford,  Who  Departed 

this  Life  June  9th  1752 

Aged  62  Years. 

Jonathan  Thompson,  of  Medford,  born  Woburn.  February  9, 
1689-90,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Frances  (Whitmore)  Thompson  (vide 
Sewall's  History,  644,  etc.),  died  at  Medford.  He  married  Fhebe 
Carter  and  Abigail  Fowle.     Vide  Jaques's  Thompson  Genealogy. 
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Here  lyes  Buried 
ye  Body  of  Mrs  : 
Hannah  Tompson 
Who  Departed  this 
life  June  ye  16th  1754 
Aged  37  Years. 

Hannah  Thompson,  never  married,  was  daughter  of  Ebenezer  (Epi- 
taph 115)  and  Mary  (Winn)  Thompson  (Epitaph  175),  and  was  buried 
by  the  side  of  her  father.     Vide  Jaques's  Thompson  Genealogy. 

Here  lyes  Buried  ye 
Body  of  Mrs  Mary 
Tompson,  Widow  of  Mr 
Ebenezer  Tompson 
who  departed  this  life 
May  ye  11th  A.  D.  1755 
Aged  72  Years. 

Maty  (Winn)  Thompson,  widow  of  Ebenezer  Thompson  (Epitaph 
115). 

Here  lyes  Buried 
ye  Body  of  Mr 
Benjamin  Tompson 
Who  Departed  this 
Life,  Nov'br  ye  7th  1755 
Aged  25  Years. 

Benjamin  Thompson,  son  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  and  Hannah  (Convers) 
Thompson,  born  November  27,  1729,  and  descended  from  the  family 
ancestor,  James  Thompson  (vide  Scwall's  Woburn,  613,614),  married 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Lieut.  James  and  Mary  (Fowle)  Simonds  (vide  ib. 
639,  610),  intention  dated  May  30,  17.r>2.  AVas  father  of  Sir  Benjamin 
Thompson,  Count  Ruwford  (born  "Woburn,  March  20,  1753).  Both 
(Simonds)  Thompson,  the  mother  of  Rumford,  married  a  second 
husband,  Josiah  Pierce,  Jr.  (vide  note  Epitaph  100).  She  died  in 
Flintstown,  Maine,  after  1811.  Vide  Ellis's Life of  Rumford;  SewalFs 
History  of  Woburn,  etc.  etc. 

'During  the  last  century,  the  term  "Mistress,"  and  its  abbreviation  '« Mrs.,*',  were 

applied  to  both  married  and  unmarried  women. 


!  1 
I 
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Here  Lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs.  Esther  Thompson 
Wife  to  Mr.  Abijah  Thompson", 
Who  Died  of  the  Small  Pox 
JarTry  ye  3d  1761,  in  ye 
21st  Year  of  Her  Age. 

Oh  now  behold  ye  Blooming,  Young  &  fair 
.  Se  your  Sad  picture  &  your  peried 1  hear 
How  soon  your  beauties  vanish  from  your  form 
fall  into  dust  &  mingle  with  ye  worm. 

Esther  (Snow)  Thompson,  first  wife  of  Abijah  Thompson,  married 
December  13,  1759 ;  both  admitted  members  of  Woburn  First  Church 
November  9, 1760  (vide  Church  Manual,  p.  10),  was  probably  a  native 
of  Woburn,  perhaps  daughter  of  Isaac  Snow  (Epitaph  212),  her  birth 
not  on  town  records.  Her  husband,  better  known  as  Sheriff  Abijah 
Thompson,  son  of  Samuel  (Epitaph  137)  and  Ruth  (Wright)  Thomp- 
son, died  January  16,  1811.  Vide  Jaques's  Thompson  Genealogy; 
SewalPs  Woburn,  G4.5,  etc. 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs.  Abigail  Thompson 
Wife  of  Lieut. 
Samuel  Thompson 
who  departed  this  life 
Septembr  ye  2d  1768 
Aged  85  Years. 

Abigail  (Tidd)  Thompson,  "first  wife  of  Lieut.  Samuel  Thompson, 
otherwise  Samuel  Thompson,  Esq.  (vide  Scwall's  Woburn,  G  t-i,  645, 
etc.  etc.),  married  May  1">,  1753.  Esquire  Thompson,  son  of  Samuel 
(Epitaph  137)  and  Ruth  (Wright)  Thompson,  was  born  October  30, 
1731,  and  died  in  Woburn,  August  17,  1820.  She  was  born  September 
3,  1733,  daughter  of  John  and  Abigail  Tidd,  of  Woburn. 

1 A  misspelling  In  the  stone  of  the  word  "  period." 
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Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of 
Mr.  Daniel  Thompson  who  was 
slain  in  Concord  Battle  on  ye  19th 
of  April  1775,  Aged  40  Years. 


Here  Passenger  Confined  Reduced  to  dust 
lies  what  was  once  Religious  wise  &  Just. 
The  .cause  lie  engaged  did  animate  him  high. 
Namely  Religion  &  dear  Liberty. 
Steady  &  warm  in  Liberties  defense 
True  to  his  Country,  Loyal  to  His  Prince 
Though  in  his  Breast  a  Thirst  for  glory  fir'd. 
Couragious  in  his  Country's  cause  expired. 
Although  he  's  gone  his  name  Embalm'd  shall  be 
And  had  in  Everlasting  Memory. 


Daniel  Thompson,  born  March  9,  1731,  son  of  Samuel  (Epitaph 
137)  and  Ruth  (Wright)  Thompson;  married  Phebe  Snow,  October 
29,  1760,  daughter  of  Isaac  (Epitaph  242)  and  Phebe  (Richardson) 
Snow,  of  Woburn  (vide  Sewall's  History,  641;  Vinton  Memorial, 
384).  Daniel  Thompson  was  admitted  a  member  of  Woburn  First 
Church  October  7,  1759,  and  Phebe  Thompson,  wife  of  Daniel,  was 
admitted  member  of  the  same  March  11,  1764  (vide  Church  Manual, 
p.  10).  Tie  lived  in  Central  Square,  where  the  late  Capt.  John  I. 
Richardson's  place  is.  On  the  morning  of  April  19,  177.3,  he  rode  to 
North  Woburn  to  rouse  the  people  to  resist  the  foe.  Pie  declared  his 
determination  to  oppose  the  enemy,  even  if  he  alone  were  to  do  it. 
Early  in  the  afternoon,  during  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Concord, 
he  was  shot  dead,  in  Lincoln,  by  a  British  grenadier.  His  remains, 
and  those  of  Asahel  Porter,  the  other  Woburn  man  who  fell  on  that 
eventful  day,  were  interred  in  Woburn  on  Friday,  April  21,  follow- 
ing. Before  the  interment,  Rev.  Josiah  Sherman,  of  Woburn,  deliv- 
ered a  very  suitable  sermon  and  prayer.  A  multitude  of  persons, 
who  assembled  on  the  occasion  from  Woburn  and  the  neighboring 
towns,  attended  the  remains  to  their  grave.  (  Vide  Vinton  Memorial, 
384,  385,  note;  Frothingham's  Siege  of  Boston,  74;  Sewall's  History 
of  Woburn,  3G2,  etc.) 
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In  Memory  of 

Mrs.  L/ydia  Thompson, 

Second  wife  of 

Samuel  Thompson,  Esqr. 


who  departed  this  Life 
Octobr  19th,  1788. 
Aged  5-4  Years. 

Lydia  (Jones)  Thompson,  of  Concord,  married  Samuel  Thompson, 
Esq.,  February  26, 1770;  his  second  wife,  maiden  name  "Wheeler  (?)  ; 
his  first  wife  was  Abigail  Tidd  (Epitaph  212).  Esther  Wyman,  his 
third  wife,  died  before  his  decease,  in  1818.     He  died  in  1820. 


II.    EPITAPHS,   SECOND  BURYING-GROUND,  WOBURN 

CENTEE,   LOCATED  ON  MONT  VALE  AVENUE. 

Here  lies  the  Remains  of 

Lydia 

Wife  of  Abijah 

Thompson  Jun'r,  who  died 
Feb.  3,  1805.  Aged  34  Years. 

Also  Abigail  daughter  of 
Abijah  &  Lydia  Thompson  who  died 
October  10,  1801.       Aged  10  Years. 

Also  Stephen,  son  of  Abijah  &  Lydia 

Thompson,  who  died  July  7,  1803. 

Aged  6  Years. 

Lodged  in  the  peaceful  grave  these  bodies  lie ; 
Their  souls  have  flown  to  Worlds  above  the  sky  ; 
Weep  not  for  us,  they  smiling  seem  to  say : 
We  live  in  realms  of  Everlasting  day. 


» 


Burying-  Ground  Inscriptions.  47 

Lydia  (Mead)  Thompson,  first  wife  of  Abijah  Thompson,  Jr.  (Epi- 
taph 107).     He  married  Lydia  Mead,  of  Bedford. 

Abigail,  daughter  of  Abijah  and  Lydia  (Mead)  Thompson,  died 
October  10,  1801,  aged  10  years.  Was  born  April  G,  1791.  (Jaques's 
Thompson  Genealogy.) 

Stephen,  son  of  Abijah  and  Lydia  (Mead)  Thompson,  died  July  7, 
1803,  aged  6.    Was  born  July  16,  1797. 

Erected 

to  the 

Memory  of 

Mrs.  Esther 

wife  of  Samuel 

Thompson,  Esqr. 

who  died 


Aug.  5,  1818 

Mi.  84. 

Esther  Thompson,  wife  of  Samuel  Thompson,  Esq.,  died  of  old  age 

and  dropsy,  August  5,  1818,  aged.  84.     She  was  the  third  Vvdfe  of 

Esquire  Thompson,    and  married    October   22,    1789.     "Was   widow 

of  Jesse  Wymau,  married ,  1700.     She  was  the  daughter  of  Rev. 

Joseph  Bar-been,  and    born    May    29,    1738.      (Jaques's   Thompson 
Genealogy;  Scwall's  Woburn,  596,  615.) 

Sacred 

to 

the  Memory  of 

Samuel  Thompson,  Esqr. 

who  died 

Aug.  17,  1820 

Alt.  LXXXIX. 

And  the  fruit  of  righteousness  is  sown 

in  peace  of  them  that  make  peace. 

Samuel  Thompson,  Esq..  son  of  Samuel  and  Ruth  (Wright) 
Thompson,  born-October  30,  1731 ;  married  Abigail  Tidd,May  15, 1753; 
died  September  2,  176s,  aged  35.  Lydia  Jones,  of  Concord,  February 
26,  1770;  died  October  19,  1788,  aged  54.  Widow  Esther  Wyman, 
October  22,  1789;  died  August  5,  1818,  aged  81.  Esquire  and  deacon. 
(Jaques's  Thompson  Genealogy;  Sewall's  Woburn.)' 
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Erected 

In  Memory  of 

Maj.  Abijali  Thompson 

who  died 

October  27,  1820. 

Mt,  52. 

Behold  all  you  that  do  pass  by 

As  you  are  now,  so  once  was  I ; 

As  I  am  now,  so  you  must  be 

Prepare  for  death  and  follow  me. 

Major  Abijah  Thompson,  son  of  Abijah  (Epitaph  110)  and  Abigail 
(Wyman)  Thompson  (second  wife),  born  October  21,  1768,  and  died 
as  above.  Married  Lydia  Mead,  July  1,  1790;  died  February  5,  1805, 
aged  34  (Epitaph  33)  ;  and  ("2d)  married  Lydia  Bradford,  March  10, 
1809;  died  April  22,  1810  (Epitaph  280):  father  of  the  late  General 
Abijah  Thompson,  of  Wobum.  (Jaques's  Thompson  Genealogy; 
Sewall,  G-A5.) 

In  Memory  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  Thompson 

wife  of 
Mr.  Abijah  Thompson, 
who  died 
March  22,  1821. 
jEt.  66. 
And 
In  Memory  of 
Mr.  * 
Abijah  Thompson 
who  died 
Jan'y  1G,  1811. 
JEt.  72. 

Sarah  Thompson,  third  wife  of  Abijah,  was  widow  Sarah  Burt  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage  with  him.  Abijah  Thompson  (Sheriff)  died 
January  1G,  1811,  of  apoplexy,  aged  7l\  Born  April  11,  173'J,  son  of 
Samuel  and  Ruth  (Wright)  Thompson,  brother  of  Samuel  Thompson, 
Esq.     (Epitaph  1U.3.) 
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In  Memory  of 

Lydia  Thompson 

Daughter  of  Maj.  Abijah  & 

Mrs.  Lydia  Thompson 

who  died 

November  25,  1822. 

Aged  12  Years,  10  Mos.  &  9  Days. 

Lord,  what  is  life,  'tis  like  a  flower 

That  blossoms  &  is  gone  :  we  see 

A  flourish  for  an  hour,  with  all 

out;  its  beauty  on;  but  death 

comes  like  a  wintry 

day,  And  cuts 

the  p[r]etty 

flower 

away. 

Lydia  Jaquith  Thompson,  daughter  of  Major  Abijah  and  Mrs. 
Lydia  (Jaquith)  Bradford  Thompson  (Epitaphs  107  and  280,  this 
yard),  born  January  16,  1810.     (Jaques's  Thompson  Genealogy.) 

In  memory  of 

Mrs.  Hannah 

wife  of  Col.  Leonard  Thompson 

who  was  born  Mar.  17, 

1790  &  died  April  17, 

1834.     Mt.  44. 

My  dearest  friends,  weep  not  for  me 

I  am  relieved  from  pain. 

My  love  to  you  on  earth  was  strong. 

Yet  death  to  me  is  gain. 

Hannah  (TTyman)  Thompson,  born  and  died  as  above.  Married 
Colonel  Leonard  Thompson  November  19,  1812.  His  first  wife.  She 
was  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Wright)  "Wyman.  Her  husband 
married  (second)  Anna  B.  Mead.  December  8,  1835;  died  February 
22,  1855,  aged  51.  He  is  yet  living  (.187-1),  one  of  the  oldest  citizens 
of  Wobnrn.  (Jaques's  Thompson  Genealogy;  Sewall's  Woburn,  615.) 
Colonel  Leonard  Thompson  died  December  28,  1880. 
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Albert 
Son  of  Albert  Thompson. 

Albert,  son  of  Albert  and  Zerviah  B.  "(Nichols)  Thompson,  bom 
August  22,  1835;  died  September  13,  1836. 

Albert,  do.,  born  May  19,  18  tl ;  died  August  29,  1841.  (Jaques's 
Thompson  Genealogy.) 

Grandchildren  of  Jonathan  Thompson.     (Epitaph  241.) 

In  Memory  of 

Miss  Submit  B.  Thompson. 

who  died 

Nov  7,  1836. 

A«"ed  21  Years. 

Oh,  happy  soul  released  from  sin  &  pain 
With  Christ  her  Saviour  she  will  ever  reiern 

No  more  shall  pain  and  sickness  her  molest 
No,  she  has  gone  to  her  eternal  rest. 

Submit  Brown  Thompson,  born  November  29,  1815,  daughter  of 
Rufus  and  Submit  (Richardson)  Thompson.  (Epitaph  291.)  (Jaques's 
Thompson  G enealogy.) 

In  memory  of 

Capt. 

Jonathan  Thompson 

a  Soldier  of  the 

American  Revolution. 

Born  April  26,  1760. 

Died 

Nov  21,  1836. 

Captain  Jonathan  Thompson,  born  and  died  as  above  stated,  aged  76 
years  and  6  months;  married  Mary  Richardson,  August  9,  1781,  who 
died  May  1,  ix'.l,  in  her  90th  year.  He  was  son  of  Samuel,  Esq., 
and  Abigail  (Tidd)  Thompson.  (Jaques's  Thompson  Genealogy; 
SewalFs  Wobuni,  644.)  Jonathan  Thompson,  musician  Continental 
Army,  eight  months,  1775;  also  Continental  Army,  Baldwin's  Regi- 
ment, I'ettmgnTs  Company,  177.3.     (Sewall,  57G.)* 
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Mrs.  Lydia 

wife  of  Maj. 

Abijah  Thompson. 

died 

April  22,  1840. 

JEt.  63. 


Then  since  it  is  God's  holy  will, 
We  must  be  parted  for  a  while ; 
In  sweet  submission,  all  as  one 
We  say  our  Father's  will  be  done. 


Lydia  Thompson,  second  wife  of  Major  Abijah,  married  March  10, 
1809.  He  died  1820.  (Epitaph  107.)  She  was  at  the  time  of  this 
marriage  Widow  Lydia  Bradford,  nSe  Jaquith,  and  had  one  child, 
Lydia  Jaqnith  Thompson,  died  Nov.  2o,  1822.  (Epitaph  121.)  (Jaqaes's 
Thompson  Genealogy.) 


Mary  Elizabeth 

only  daughter 

Charles  R  & 

Elizabeth  M.  Thompson. 

died  Nov.  11,  1810.     JEt.  5  Yrs. 

She  was  much  loved  while  she  was  here 
By  Parents  and  a  Brother  dear. 
But  now  we  trust  she's  called  above 
To  share  her  Saviour's  better  love. 


Mary  Elizabeth  Thompson,  born  September 20, 183.5 ;  died  Xovember 
11,  1840;  daughter  of  Charles  Roswell  and  Elizabeth  M.  (Johnson) 
Thompson,  married  December  10,  1821).  (Jaques's  Thompson  Gene- 
alogy.) 


52  The  Winchester  Record. 

Mrs.  Submit 

wife  of  Mr. 

Rufus  Thompson 

died 

April  14,  1841. 

JEt.  49. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  REV.  LEANDER  THOMPSON. 


Farewell  my  children  fond  and  dear 
Whose  care  has  long  engaged  my  love. 
Your  fond  embrace  I  now  exchange 

For  better  friends  above. 

i 

Submit  (Richardson)  Thompson,  wife  of  Rufus,  married  January 
19,  1815,  the  son  of  Leonard  and  Esther  (Wyman)  Thompson,  and 
grandson  of  Samuel  Thompson,  Esq.  (Epitaph  105.)  (Jaques's 
Thompson  Genealogy.) 


North  AVobukn,  November  28,  1885. 

Abijah  Thompson,  Esq.  :  My  Bear  Sir,  —  After  years  of 
research  in  town  and  other  records,  here  and  elsewhere,  with 
reference  to  a  Thompson  Memorial  Volume  which  I  have 
hoped  ultimately  to  prepare,  I  have,  as  you  suppose,  gathered 
a  large  amount  of  material.  With  a  copy  of  Jaques's 
Thompson  Genealogy,  and  a  much  more  full  and  extended 
genealogy  of  the  descendants  of  James  Thompson  gathered 
by  myself  from  other  sources,  before  me,  I  have  often,  in  the 
comparison  of  them  together  and  of  both  with  the  dates  on 
some  of  the  monumental  stones  of  our  cemeteries,  been  not 
a  little  perplexed  in  finding  discrepancies  in  dates.  These 
discrepancies  are  comparatively  few  in  number  and  generally 
slight,  but  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  dispose  of  them.  Some  - 
have  doubtless  arisen  from  the  difference  between  the  old  and 
the  new  style  of  reckoning  time ;  some  from  the  ancient  custom 
of  beginning  the  year  with  March  instead  of  January ;  and 
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more  from  obscurity  both  in  the  records  and  the  old  grave- 
stone inscriptions,  in  one  or  more  of  the  figures  employed. 
It  is  sometimes  nearly  impossible  to  decide,  with  entire  sat- 
isfaction, whether  a  figure  is  this  or  that ;  for  example,  a  3  or 
an  8,  a  7  or  a  9,  etc.  And  then,  even  in  more  recent  town 
records,  I  have  sometimes  found  errors,  known  to  me  to  be 
such,  which  evidently  arose  from  careless  returns  or  entries. 
Such  results  are  probably  inevitable  so  long  as  "  To  err  is 
human." 

I  will  only  add  that,  after  a  careful  and  repeated  compari- 
son of  the  inscriptions  (which  you  sent  to  me  and  propose  to 
print)  with  my  private  records  and  with  a  transcript  of  the 
town  records,  I  have  found,  as  I  anticipated,  some  discrepan- 
cies. None  of  them,  however,  are  very  wide  or  serious,  and, 
I  think,  time  and  patience  in  an  effort  to  reconcile  them 
would  generally  lead  to  a  successful  result. 

To  your  suggestion  in  relation  to  the  differences  in  the 
mode  of  writing  the  name  of  Thompson,  I  may  reply  that 
every  one  at  all  conversant  with  the  old  records  of  Woburn 
must  have  noticed  that  the  name  has  been  written  in  nearly 
every  possible  way.  This  is  true  of  records  elsewhere,  and 
probably  true  of  nearly  every  other  name.  It  is  true  also  in 
England.  But  these  differences  in  the  orthography  of  the 
same  names,  whether  occurring  in  records  or  on  monumental 
stones,  are  of  no  importance  whatever,  and  prove  nothing 
except  the  mere  fact  of  difference. 

Yours  truly, 

LEAXDER  THOMPSON. 
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CORRESPONDENCE.1 

A    SINGULAR   CO  INCIDENCE. 

The  Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  contain  this  reference  to  the  names  of  Arlington  and 
Winchester,  namely :  — 

"In  1739  an  act  was  passed  erecting  a  plantation  in 
Hamsphire  County,  called  Arlington,  into  a  township  b}r  the 
name  of  Winchester.  The  bounds  were,  on  one  side,  the 
east  bank  of  the  Connecticut  River,  and  the  town  is  now 
Winchester,  N.  H.,  which  was  set  off  to  that  State  by  royal 
enactment  in  1740." 

It  sounds  a  little  oddly  to  have  it  said :  "  Arlington  was 
incorporated  by  the  name  of  Winchester,"  but  the  facts  named 
above  explain  the  words.  The  names  of  our  Arlington  and 
Winchester  originated  otherwise  ;  the  latter  being  named 
for  an  individual,  and  the  former  receiving  its  name  as  a 
convenient  post-office  designation. 

HISTORICAL   ACCURACY. 

Accuracy  of  statement  should  be  the  first  aim  of  all 
historical  and  antiquarian  writers.  Local  history  and 
genealogy  is  a  science,  and  if  inaccurate  is  worthless ;  and 
undiscovered  inaccuracies  are  misleading,  as  you  in  your 
editorial  capacity  must  well  know. 

The  general  excuse  of  loose  writers  is  that  the  general 
public  'does  not  know';  but  this  is  a  figment  of  their  own 
imagination,  for  there  are  few  critics  keener  than  the  citizens 
of  a  town  whose  history  is  under  consideration  and  concern- 
ing which  all  know  more  or  less;  and  some  think  they 
know  a  great  deal — when  sometimes  they  don't.  But 
seriously,  many  mistakes  are  sooner  or  later  discovered,  e\en 
in  the  most  careful  writers. 

1  Extracts  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  R.  Cutter  to  the  Secretary  of  our  Society.    G.  C. 


TJie  Derivation  of  Some  Early  Names.  55 

ABAJONA    OR    ABERJONA? 

I  have  not  placed  much  confidence  in  the  Indian  legend 
origin  of  the  name  of  the  "Winchester  river. 

The  important  fact  to  know  is  that  its  name  is  coeval 
with  the  town's  first  settlement  and  that  it  is  even  older 
than  the  town  itself. 

]f  Trumbull,  of  Hartford,  should  say  it  is  a  New  Eng- 
land Indian  word,  I  would  be  inclined  to  believe  it;  but  I 
would  not  be  surprised  to  find  that  it  is  not  Indian  but 
English  [see  following  article],  could  we  find  names  with 
similar  prefix  and  other  component  parts  in  England, 

Woiuirn,  October  20,  1885. 


THE   DERIVATION    OF   SOME   EARLY   NAMES. 

BY   WILLIAM   R.   CUTTER. 

.  From  an  English  work  in  our  Public  Library,  entitled 
"Traces  of  History  in  the  Names  of  Places,"  with  a  vocabu- 
lary of  the  roots  out  of  which  names  of  places  in  England 
and  Wales  are  formed,  by  Flavell  Edmunds,  the  following 
items  of  curious  interest,  if  not  of  valuable  instruction,  are 
found. 

How  remarkable  the  coincidence  of  the  name  of  the 
Winchester  river  with  the  following !  — 

Alter  (British),  "the  place  where  a  small  river  flows  into 
a  larger,  or  any  river  falls  into  the  sea."  Example :  Aber- 
ayron  (card.),  "the  place  where  the  Ayron  falls  into  the 
sea."  "  Aber "  may  be  Celtic  from  ab,  water,  and  ber, 
effervescence. 

We  favor  the  spelling  "Aber-jona"  in  preference  to  "Aba- 
jona,"  as  it  was  the  spelling  anciently  used  by  the  settlers  of 
New  England  and  is  more  in  accordance  with  the  possible 
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origin  of  the  word  as  they  may  have  received  it  in  the  Old 
Country. 

Edward  Johnson's  accredited  use  of  "Abersonce,"  as  in 
Poole,  for  the  name  of  the  river  in  1641,  we  suspect  may 
be  the  rendering  of  what  he  may  have  written  "  Aber-jonce," 
or  "Aber-jona,"  after  all.  What  the  "jona"  means  is  not 
clear. 

Johnson  did  plainly  write  "Aberjona"  as  the  name  of  the 
river  over  which  the  first  bridge  in  Woburn  was  laid.  The 
original  record  shows  the  letters  of  the  word  plainly  as  we 
pronounce  and  spell  it.  It  is  not  "Abersonce,"  as  some 
have  thought  it  written.  Johnson's  j  or  a  J  has  been  mis- 
taken for  an  s.  Tint  that  it  is  not  his  6-  (sometimes  in  the 
middle  of  a  word  made  something  like  a  modern  f)  can 
be  seen  by  examining  the  particular  letter  for  s  which  he 
makes  on  the  same  page.  The  last  letter,  a,  of  the  "jona," 
to  one  not  familiar  with  his  chirography  might  appear  to 
be  ce.  It  is  plainly  not  that,  but  a  good  distinct  a.  . 
Hence  we  are  still  stronger  fortified  (by  Johnson's  eminent 
example)  in  our  position  that  the  correct  spelling  of  the 
name  of  this  river  is  Aberjona. 

FURTHER    DERIVATIONS. 

Bourn,  burn,  an  important  part  of  the  name  Woburn, 
is  Old  English,  commonly  known  as  Anglo-Saxon,  and  means 
"a  brook."  The  first  syllable.  Wo,  or  Woo  (Old  English), 
from  woh,  "a  turning."  Example:  Wo-burn  (Bedford), 
Wooburn  (Bucks),  "the  bend  of  the  brook"  (p.  290). 

"  Oborne  "  (Old  Danish  and  Old  English),  corrupted  from 
hoe-bourn,  "hill  brook."     Example:  Oborne  (Dorset). 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  earliest  spellings  of  Woburn  in 
New  England  should  be  Wo-burne,  Woo-borne,  and  O-borne, 
with  the  legitimate  variants  of  bourn  and  burn,  in  common 
use  at  the  time.  The  foregoing  extracts  also  show  that  all 
three  spellings  were  correct,  according  to  the  standards  of 
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the  day,  and  according  to  the  part  of  England  whence  the 
writers  using  the  word.  came.  > 

Wo-burn,  "  the  bend  of  the  brook,"  graphically  de- 
scribes the  place  (East  Woburn)  where  the  settlers  first 
concluded  to  locate  the  settlement  of  their  town.  Nor  does 
this  misapply  to  the  present  centre  of  the  town,  where  yet 
exists  the  stream  called  Baldwin  Brook,  with  its  bending 
course  to  Horn  Pond  —  a  stream  of  greater  dimensions  and 
importance  in  the  past,  undoubtedly,  than  at  present. 

From  the  same  authority,  Rumford,  so  familiar  to  us  in 
the  name  Count  Rumford,  —  our  most  eminent  native, — is 
Romford  (Essex),  namely,  "  Roman-ford  "  —  derived  from 
the  Roman  period  of  Great  Britain. 

uRag"  (Old  English)  seems  to  mean  "rugged,  or  rocky." 
Example :  Rag-dale,  Leicester.  It  indicates  the  character 
of  Woburn's  rocky  height  — "  Rag  Rock."  This  name 
appears  in  our  Woburn   Records  as  early  as  the  year  1648. 

Winchester  originally  is  Old  English  from  Venta-cestre, 
called  by  the  Romans  Venta  Belgarnm,  an  adaptation  of 
Went,  or  Gwent,  the  British  name  of  the  district;  Crwent 
(British),  "  bright  or  elevated  tract,"  being  the  ancient  name 
of  Hampshire. 

This  etymological  research  leads  both  to  the  confirmation 
and  the  actual  discovery  of  the  origin  of  many  of  the  town 
names  in  our  region  ;  such  as  :  — 

Acton,  Oak  Town. 

Amesbury,  Ambrose-burh,  "fortified  town." 

Andover,  And-efer,  "  Andred's,  or  Andrew's,  place  on  the 
brink  of  a  stream." 

Annesley,  Anna's  place,  —  Anna  being  a  man's  name. 

Arlington,  "  the  farmers'  town." 

Ashley,  ash  abode. 

Bedford,  slaughter-ford,  —  from  "  beade  "  and  "  ford." 
Anciently  written  Beadanford. 

Maiden   (old  form,  Maulden,  in  Bedford,  England),  from 
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Mai,  or  3Iaul,  "  a  place  of  meeting,"  and  Den,  a  form  of 
Daene,  "a  Dane,"  —  indicating  a  Danish  settlement. 

"Ington,"  or  "ingdon,"  is  in  nearly  all  cases  a  contraction 
of  mega,  "  children,  or  descendants."  Wilmington,  Sussex, 
"the  town  of  William's  children." 

Medford,  meadow-ford. 

"Ham"  (English),  "  a  home  or  village,"  —  so  Stoneham. 

Burlington,  Breclda,  "owner's  name  and -town." 

Cambridge,  "  the  bridge  of  omens." 

Chelsea,  "the  port  of  ships." 

Boston,  "  Bosa's  town." 

Wobuun,  October  12,  1885. 


AN  INVENTORY. 

"  An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  lately  possessed  by  Edward 

Convars,  of  Wroburne,  in  New  England,  who    deceased  ye 
10th  [6],  1663." 

Imprs.    The  dwelling  house  now  possess  by  £.  s.  d. 

Samuel  Convars,  080  00  00 

In  ye  Hall  two  tables  &  a  foarme,  001  05  00 

In  Chayres,  000  05  00 

One  Cupboard,  000  10  00 

One  payre  of  Cob  Irons,  000  16  00 

One  lire  shovel  k  tongs,  000  04  00 

One  bible,  000  07  00 

In  Quishions,  000  05  00 

In  the  Hall  Chamber  a  feather  bed,  001  00  00 

A  feather  bolster  and  two  pillowes,  001  00  00 

One  Bug  &  two  blankets,  002  00  00 

A  flocke  bed,  a  straw  bed  &  straw  bolster,  000  10  00 

A  payre  of  curtaynes  *fc  vallens,  001  16  00 

A  bedstead,  001  10  00 

A  trundle  bed  with  feather  bed  &  bolster, 

straw  bed,  straw  bolster  &  coverlet,  003  05  00 

In  Chayres,  000  07  00 

In  wearing  eloathes,  a  new  serge  coate,  001  07  00 
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£. 

s. 
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A  cloath  coate, 

001 

13 

00 

A  serge  coate, 

000 

12 

00 

A  serge  coate, 

000 

05 

00 

a  Cloath  Jacket  &  breeches, 

001 

10 

00 

Three  Wast  coats  &  two  pr.  of  drawers, 

001 

00 

00 

Two  Jackets  <fc  two  payre  of  stockins, 

000 

15 

00 

A  peece  of  Kersie, 

001 

07 

00 

A  hat  and  a  payre  of  nuttings, 

000 

05 

00 

A  payre  of  bootes, 

000 

10 

00 

In  hatts, 

000 

18 

00 

In  shirts, 

001 

12 

00 

In  caps, 

000 

01 

00 

In  handerkerchiefes, 

000 

07 

00 

In  bands, 

000 

09 

00 

four  payre  of  new  sheets, 

004 

08 

00 

a  dussen  of  napkins, 

000 

15 

00 

four  payre  of  sheets  more  with  other  small 

linnen. 

002 

13 

00 

Two  Table  Cloathes, 

000 

12 

00 

five  pillow  beers,  10s.,  in  Towels,  3s.,  one  yd 

Cotton,  2s., 

000 

15 

00 

In  small  linnen, 

000 

07 

06 

A  peece  of  Say, 

000 

01 

0G 

Two  yards  of  linsie  woolsie, 

000 

05 

00 

A  box  and  gloves, 

000 

03 

00 

In  cotton,  woolen  and  linnen  yarne, 

001 

0G 

00 

In  chests, 

001 

06 

00 

In  cheese, 

001 

08 

00 

In  the  chamb.  over  ye  Kitchen  a   llockebed, 

straw    bed,    feather    bolster    «fc    three 

pillowes, 

001 

00 

00 

A  bed  stead, 

000 

15 

00 

In  the  Garret  over  it,  one  beare  skin,  a  flocke 

bed,  straw  bed,  two  bolsters,  a  blankett 

and  lings, 

002 

08 

00 

One  HatchehV                       ' 

000 

10 

00 

A  musket,  a  carbine  <fc  sword, 

001 

00 

DO 

In  navies,  2s.  Gd.,  a  pr  of  pinchers  and  other 

small  things, 

000 

04 

06 

A  scale  Beame, 

000 

06 

00 

1  So  written,  "  11." 
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£.  s.  d. 

In  ye  leanto  charab.,  in  Indian  Corn,  001  05  06 

A  woolen  and  linnen  wheele,  000  06  00 
A  sadle,  pillion,   pillion    cloath,   bridle    and 

pannel,  001  05  00 

IN   THE   KITCHEN. 

In  Earthen  weare,  000  03  00 

One  dozen  of  trenchers,  scales  &  weights,  000  03  06 
A  great  Kettle,  15s.,  a  midle  Kettle,  15s.,  ye 

Cast  Kettle,  Ms.,  002  05  00 

three  skellitts  So  a  scumer,  000  06  06 

A  warming  pan,  000  10  00 
an  Iron   pott    So  hookes,  an    Iron    Kettle   & 

Skellitt,  001  00  00 

a  morter  &  pestle,  000  03  06 

two  tin  pans,  3s.,  a  gridiron,  3s.,  000  06  00 

two  sives,  2s.  6d.;  &  one  lanthorne,  Is.  Gd.,  000  0-4  00 

a  frying  pan,  000  03  06 

three  trayes,  4s,,  two  payles,  3s.  Gd.,  000  07  06 

foil  re  cheesefatts  with  their  covers,  000  0-1  06 

In  wooden  ware,  3s.,  a  pr.  of  bellowes,  Is.,  000  04  00 

Two  trammels  and  a  spitt,  000  10  00 

A  payre  of  Cob  Irons,  4s.     In  pewter,  £1,  lis.,  001  15  00 

In  spoones,  Is.  6d.,  a  smoothing  Iron,  Is.,  000  02  06 

In  x>late,  a  beere  bowle,  002  10  00 

Four  spoons,  001  10  00 

IN   YE   LEANTO. 

Intooles,  001  10  00 

In  wedges  &  beetle  rings,  12s.,  &  a  sithe,  4s.,  000  16  00 

In  old  iron,  2s.,  one  spade,  fro.  So  Ilamer,  4s.,  000  04  00 

two  mattocks  &  two  Howes,  000  08  00 

A  Hay  Knife  &  a  pitchfork,  000  04  00 

The  Barne  possessed  by  Samuel  Convars,  035  00  00 

In  Corne  &  Hay,  020  00  00 

In  flax,  8s.     In  hemp,  14s.,  001  02  00 

In  Indian  Corne  in  the  feild,  004  00  00 
In     gardens,     orchard,     and     arrable     land 

joy(n)ing  to  the  dwelling  house -&  barne 

possessed  by  Samuel  Convars,  015  00  00 
All  the   arrable   land  on  the  north    side    of 

blind  Bridge,  060  00  00 

five  accrs  of  meddow,  015  00  00 


An  Inventor?/.  61 

Eight  accrs  of   meadow  on  ye  East  side  of  £.  s.  d. 

Buck  meadow,  026  00  00 

English  past  ure  on  ye  Ea>t  side  of  ye  Mill  river,  010  00  00 
Pasture  land  on  ye  East  side  of  Josias  and 

Samuel  their  dwelling  houses,  013  00  00 

Land  at  ye  Indian  Hill,  020  00  00 

pasture  lands  on  both  sides  Horn  pond  river,  005  00  00 
the    Mill    &    Mill    pond   &  mill   house  with 

other  ye  appurtenances,  130  00  00 

the  dwelling  possessed  by  Josias  Convars,  055  00  00 

the  banies  &  out  houseing,  015  00  00 

the  great  field,  100  00  00 

A  parcel!  of  meadow  neere  ye  house,  003  00  00 
The  Orchard  with  all  the  arrable  land  joyneing 

to  his  houseing,  020  00  00 

Eight  accrs  of  Hack  meadow,  024  00  00 

three  accrs  of  meadow  at  ye  great  meadow,  006  00  00 

The  Sheep  pasture,  010  00  00 

In  carts,  yoakes  &  chaynes,  005  00  00 

In  a  grind-stone,  000  12  00 

In  a  marc,  £10,  Colt,  £6,  &  Swine,  021  00  00 

In  Sheepe  &  Lambs,  £1.,  10s.,  a  boy,  £10,  011  10  00 

foure  cowes,  £18,  two  steeres,  £8,  026  00  00 

one  stcere,  £3, 10s.,  two  other,  £4,  one  calf,  £1,  008  10  00 

two  oxen,  £12  &  two  oxen,  £13,  025  00  00 


the  total  sume  is  827  05  06 
The  Estate  i-  debtor  to  l  funall  charges  aud 

other  accounts,  028  16  00 

The  Estate  is  Ci\,  003  00  00 

At  a  Coun'  Court  held  at  Cambridge 
Octob  7th  1603 
.Tosinh  Oonvers,  Executor  to  the  last  Will  and  tesamt  of  his  father, 
Edward  <  onvnrs,  deeed,  being  sworn,  do  say  that  is  a  true  Inventory 
of  all  that  Estate,  whereof  the  said  Edward  Convars  died  seized, 
and  >t  if  any  more  do  appeare,  Bee  will  timely  and  truly  discover  the 
tame  X  cause  it  to  be  added  hereunto. - 

THOMAS   DANFORTH,  E. 
Entered  &  Recorded  Octob  7th  1663. 

By   THOMAS   DANFORTH,  Recorder. 
»  ruseraJ  charyce  here  meant,  lu  all  probability. 
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3  Decemb.  1679 

I,  Joanna  Converse  give  unto  my  daughter  Edmands  —  The  old 
Darnex  Curtains  &  Vallains;  A  green  Rugg  &  the  Iron  dripper  pan. 
&  my  Trunke  &  two  brass  Kettles  and  a  brass  pott  with  a  brass  iadle ; 
and  my  Cloake  &  wt  things  is  in  my  son  Phineas  his  house,  being  a 
Bedstead,  a  Table  &  a  ffoarme,  with  an  Iron  barr  and  Trammell  in 
the  chimney,  a  pr  of  Iron  Andirons,  a  chest,  should  rcmaine  to  him  as 
his  owne. 

These  prticulars  with  others  in  a  paper  of  a  former  date  to  remayne 
to  the  prtyes  nominated,  as  witness  our  hands  the  day  and  year  above 
written. 

The  mark  of  HANNAH  EDMONDS  i 
RICHARD   SPRAGUE,  &c 

Sworn  in  Court  15  (4)  80 

J.  R.  C. 

Charlestown,  Nov.  4,  1679. 

An  Invoise  of  prticulars  given  by  Mother  Converse  to  sister  Mary 
Edmonds  as  followeth:  "Impr.  A  Hood  &  Saf e  guard  of  Serge  — 
her  best  black  gowne  —  her  best  red  cloath  Petticoate —  Her  red 
turky  mohaire  petticoate  —  her  best  Hatt  &  best  green  Apron. 
Her  little  chest — 2  pewter  Dishes — Her  red  Searge  petticoate  — 
Several  prcells  of  Linnen  which  she  putt  into  sister  Edmonds  Boxes 
which  she  gave  her,  and  are  not  to  be  called  for,  <fr  sister  Edmonds  is 
to  have  her  proportion  of  what  is  left.  Sister  Edmonds  daughter  to 
have  the  scarfe  she  had  att  Eunice  Sprague's  buriall  &  ye  hood  &  ye 
handkerchief  was  cut  from  it.  Phineas  Sprague's  daughter  Mary  to 
have  her  next  best  Silke  hood  and  lutestring  handkerchief.  One  of 
Bro.  John's  Daughters  to  have  one  of  her  Scarfes.  One  of  Bro. 
Samuel's  Daughters  to  have  another  Scarfe.  And  Bro.  Phineas 
othe'  daughter  to  have  ye  other  Scarfe." 

Attested  by  RICHARD   SPRAGUE. 
The  mark  of 

HANAH  EDMONDS. 
15.    4.    80. 
Sworn  in  Court  r 

J.  R.  C. 

1  Although  signed  "Hannah  Edmonds,"  it  was  doubtless  an  error  in  copy,  and 
should  be  "  Converse."  (Note  of  Mr.  William  G.  Hill,  in  Converse  Memorial  mss.) 
This  surname  has  beeu  variously  spelt  "  Edmonds,"  "  Edmunds,"  and  "  Edmands." 
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An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Joanna   [Converse] 
April  2d,  1680. 

In  books, 

In  honseing  &  land, 

One  feather  bed  and  furniture, 

It.        8  pair  of  Sheets, 

It.        4  pair  of  Pillowbeers, 

It.        one  Table  Cloath  &  17  Napkins  «fc  Towells, 

It.        Wearing  Cloathes,  Woilen,  Linnen,  Silk  & 

Hatts,  025    00     00 

It.  Two  Chests,  one  Trunk,  one  Box  &  Spin- 
ning Wheel, 

It.        Two  Blanket  ts, 

It.        One  Rugg, 

It.        In  Brass, 

It.        In  Pewter, 

It.        In  wooden  &  Earthen  ware, 

It.        In  Iron  ware, 

It.        One  Cupboard, 

It.  A  new  peice  of  Cotton  &  linnen  Cloath  & 
other  small  linnen, 

It.        One  Cow, 

It.        A  Bedstead,  Table  &  a  Chest, 

It.        A  Dripping  Pan, 

It,        In  Money, 

253     05     01 
Apprised  by 

JOHN  CUTTLER. 
THO:    LORD. 
15.    4.    80.     Sworn  to  by  LFT  SPEAGUE 

J.  P.  C. 

"Joanna  Converse  bore  no  children  to  Edward  Converse. —  Richard  Frothingham, 
»n  Lis  History  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  states  that  "she  [.Joanna  (Converse)]  may 
have  been  Edward  Converse's"  third  wife.  See  Jane  Converse  {note),  the  first  wife 
aa  presumed  of  Edward  l  Converse— and  thus  making  "Sarah"  a  second  wife,  and 
"Joanna"  a  third  wife,  as  surmised  by  Frothingham,  which  is  plausible,  although 
not  as  yet  confirmed. 
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SCHOOL  HISTORY. 

As  introductory  to  a  history  of  our  schools,  the  following 
very  instructive  article  is  selected  from  our   contributions. 

G.   C. 

THE    ANTIQUITY     OF    THE    TERRITORIAL,     OR 
NEIGHBORHOOD,   DIVISIONS   IN   WOBCJRN. 

BY    WILLIAM    R.    CUTTER. 

Two  hundred  years  ago  we  find  the  town  of  Woburn,  as 
then  constituted,  divided,  territorially,  practically  as  it  would 
be  at  present.  Before  1700  there  were  used  the  terms  "  The 
West  End  of  the  Town,"  to  signify  what  has  since  been 
called  "  The  West  Side  " ;  "The  South  End,"  now  Winches- 
ter; "The  East  End,"'East  Woburn  (and  sometimes,  in  part, 
meaning  "Richardson  Row");  "The  Town,"  signifying  the 
"Centre";  "New  Bridge  End,"  meaning  North  Woburn  ; 
"  Boggy  Meadow  End,"  corresponding  nearly  to  Wilming- 
ton;  "Totman's  End,"  latterly  known  as  "Button  End,"  in 
the  present  Woburn  ;  and  "  Shawshin  End,"  now  the  town 
of  Burlington.  (See  Sewall's  History,  p.  50.)  It  can  be 
shown  that  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  this  distinction 
existed  with  little  or  no  change  ;  and  to  do  this  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  go  beyond  the  pages  of  the  published  History  of 
Woburn,  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Sewall,  and  the  earlier  printed 
town  reports.  Sometimes  we  note  the  distinction  "quar- 
ters," relating  to  the  four  general  districts  outside  of  the 
"  Centre."  This  term  was  of  use  when  the  town  maintained 
its  "moving"  grammar  school,  kept  for  a  while  in  one  quar- 
ter, and  then  removed  to  another,  and  so  on  through  the 
year,  till  every  quarter  or  part  of  the  town  had  enjoyed  its 
benefits  for  a  season  more  or  less  prolonged.  The  grammar 
school  seems  to  be  the  only  sdhool  to  which  the  town  paid 
any  marked  attention,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  for  a  very 
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long  period.  Sewall,  in  his  seventh  chapter,  gives  an  account 
of  this  school  from  1690  to  1775,  with  many  important  and 
interesting  particulars,  but  the  school  was  not  kept  in  other 
than  private  houses  till  1718,  when  a  schoolhouse  was  built 
for  it  at  the  "  Centre,"  by. subscription.  (Sewall,  p.  227.) 
This  schoolhouse  was  the  first  one  erected  in  the  town,  and 
was  the  only  one  as  late,  probably,  as  1760  ;  certainly  in  the 
part  of  [lie  town  now  Woburn  and  Winchester. 

Schools  other  than  the  grammar  school  were  instituted  in 
the  "extreme  parts"  of  the  Woburn  First  Parish  (meaning 
the  East,  South,  and  West  parts)  in  1760.  These  schools 
were  of  inferior  grade  to  the  grammar.  The  year  1702  ■ — 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  the  incorporation  of  the 
town  — was  the  year  when  the  school  districts,  definitely  as 
such,  were  constituted  in  the  then  limits  of  Woburn.  These 
districts  were  essentially  the  divisions  already  existing.1 
In  1831  school  "  wards "  were  proposed.2  In  these  (1792) 
districts  we  recognize  for  the  first  parish  "  Richardson 
Row,"  4i  Button  End,"  "  New  Bridge,"  "West  Side,"  and 
the  "Centre"  or  "Middle  District,"  —  five  districts,  —  all 
alluded  to  in  a  report  of  1792  as  having  constituted  formerly 
the  older  districts,     (Sewall,  p.  416.) 

In  the  year  1792  two  new  schoolhouses  were  proposed, 
one  certainly  being  located  in  the  limits  of  the  First  Parish. 
in  179-1-  and  1795  the  town  erected  nine  schoolhouses  in  the 
several  districts,  five  being  within  the  first  parish  — Woburn 
and  Winchester  (p.  -115:  also  see  p.  516,  note). 

These  live  districts  remained  materially  unchanged  till 
1831,  and  not  much  changed  till  1845. 

The  present  Woburn  and  Winchester  are  meant  when  the 

term   Woburn   First   Parish  is  used.     The  present   town   of 

Burlington  was  the  Second  Parish  of  Woburn,  and  four  of 

the  nine  schoolhouses  of  the  1792  period  were  in  the  Second 

Parish. 

1  Set?  article  by  the  Rev.  Leander  Thompson  in  Woburn  Town  Report  for  1S76,  p.  H4. 
»  ibid.  p.  i^-,. 
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MOVABLE   GRAMMAR    SCHOOL. 

The  "West"  and  the  "East"  ends  are  designated  as 
"  quarters "  in  school  matters,  in  1719  (Sewall,  p.  229); 
in  1729  "Mr.  Thomas  Belknap's"  house  (on  the  road  to 
South  Woburn,  now  Winchester,  at  or  near  James  Russell's) 
was  the  place  for  the  school  for  that  "quarter"  to  be  kept 
(p.  230)  ;  and  "  Sergeant  Thomas  Reed's  "  house  the  place 
for  the  "  West  End  "  school  (moving  system)  to  be  kept ; 
the  house  of  Samuel  Eames  at  East  Woburn  was  also  desig- 
nated as  a  place  where  the  school  should  be  kept  in  that 
year.  In  1738  the  movable  grammar  sclmol  was  kept  in  (1) 
the  Precinct  (Burlington) i;  (2)  the  Richardsons'  and  the 
Carters'  at  the  southerly  part  of  the  town  (Winchester')  ;  (3) 
the  West;  (4)  the  East;  (5)  New  Bridge  (North  Woburn). 


Moreover,  the  school  was  expressly  ordered  to  move  "to  the 
southerly  part  of  Richardson' s  Row,  for  them  (the  Richardsons) 
and  the  Carters  "  (this  altogether  relating  to  Winchester 
and  its  particular  benefit).  (See  p.  230.)  And  so  on,  till 
1742,  when  the  sixth  and  last  "quarter"  the  grammar  school 
should  visit  was  "  Thence  to  the  Carters'  Quarter  (South  Vil- 
lage), house  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Convers,  till  (1st)  Monday  in 
March  next,"  the  time  of  its  stay  being-  two  months.  The 
distinctions  of  West,  Centre,  ww  Xew  Brklire,"  "Button  End," 
and  the  Precinct  (Burlington)  are  very  patent  in  1742 
(p.  231).  About  1742  the  "Button  End"  inhabitants 
complained  that  they  had  had  no  school  in  their  neighborhood 
for  nearly  thirty  years  (p.  232). 

There  were  two  forms  of  printed  town  reports  —  the 
"  broadside,"  or  handbill  form  and  the  pamphlet  form  ;  as 
shown  in  the  following  paires. 

O    1       o 
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From  Printed  Wqburn  Town  Reports. 
south  woburn. 

{Broadside  Form.) 


Year 

School  Committee. 

Amount  of  Orders 

1812- 

-13 

Calvin  Richardson $81.07 

1814- 

-15 

Calvin  Richardson 

. 

84.07 

1815-16 

Zachariah  Symmes 

. 

84.07 

1820- 

-21 

Calvin  Richardson 

. 

100.80 

1825- 

-2G 

Calvin  Richardson 

. 

100.00 

1826- 

-27 

Calvin  Richardson 

. 

100.00 

1827- 

-28 

Nathan  B.  Johnson 

116.67 

1823- 

29 

John  Eaton  .     .     . 

100.00 

1829- 

-30 

Joseph  B.  Symmes 

80.40 

1850-31 

Stephen  Richardson,  Jr. 

108.55 

1836 

W 

(Pamphlets.') 

Expenditure. 

arc!  No.  C.       John  Symmes $59.94 

IWl 

W 

aid  No.  6.       John  Symmes 90.00 

1838 

W 

arcl  No.  6.       Osgood  Ni 

chols 

125.42 

The  following  item  from  expenditures  for  1837  belongs 
to  No.  6  district :  "  Lydia  Wilkins,  for  rent  of  land  at 
Schoolhouse  No.  G,  four  years,  f>12." 


WOBURN  WEST   SIDE  DISTRICT,    EMBRACING  THE   WEST  SIDE 
WINCHESTER. 


Vmount  of 
$119 
119, 
119, 
134, 
134 
134, 
93 
134 
135 
180, 


(Broadsides.) 

Year. 

School  Committee. 

1812-13 

William  Fox 

1814-15 

Henry  Parker 

1815-16 

Joseph  Parker 

1820-21 

Asa  Locke  .     .     . 

1*25-^(5 

Joseph  Gardner  . 

1826-27 

Joseph  Gardner  . 

1827-28 

William  Reed      . 

1^2-^~-J9 

Edmund  Parker,  Jr 

1829-30 

Henrv  Parker 

1830-31 

Marshall  Wyman 

OF 


Orders. 

02 

62 

G2 

40 

40 

40 

80 

40 

40 

53 
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(Pamphlets.) 
Wards  Nos.  7,  8,  and  9  were  made  from  the  old  west  side 
district.     Ward  No.  8  was  in    Woburn  proper,  and  is  here 
omitted. 

Expenditure. 

183G    Ward  No.  7.        Luke  Reed $52.51 

Ward  No.  9.  Jonathan  Lock .     .....  28.86 

1837  Ward  No.  7.  Jacob  Pierce      .......  7G.00 

Ward  No.  9.         Samuel  Smith 40.00 

1838  Ward  No.  7.        Loring  Emerson 115.11 

Ward  No.  9.        Robert  MincMn 100.00 

NOTABLE    POINTS    IN   THE     FOREGOING    HISTORICAL   NOTES. 

1.  The  names  of  the  neighborhood  divisions  are  ancient. 

2.  Woburn,  in  none  of  its  divisions,  had  a  schoolhouse 
till  1713. 

3.  No  other  than  what  was  called  a  grammar  school  was 
maintained  till  1760. 

4.  There  was  but  one  schoolhouse  in  what  is  now  Woburn 
•and  Winchester,  as  far  as  known,  till  1792. 

5.  That  in  this  same  territory  the  five  ancient  school  dis- 
tricts were  maintained  till  1831,  and  that  the  same  were 
continued  with  but  slight  changes  till  1845. 

In  the  Rev.  Leander  Thompson's  sketch  of  the  schools  of 
Woburn  "  for  the  century  closing  1876 "  are  found  the 
following  items  of  interest  to   Winchester:  — 

A  new  schoolhouse  for  Richardson  Row  was  dedicated 
November  1,  1818  (p.  151). 

Between  1S31  and  1836  nothing  occurred  touching  the 
schools,  except  a  vote  at  a  meeting  held  in  November,  1831, 
giving  "  the  inhabitants  of  the  Hill,"  so  called,  being  a  part 
of  Ward  7,  "  permission  to  draw  their  proportion  of  the 
school  money  every  year  after  this,  according  to  the  number 
of  scholars,  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  a  school  in  that 
part  of  the  district.  And  if  they  build  a  schoolhouse,  they 
shall  receive  from  the  town,  treasury  the  money  they  have 
paid  toward  building  schoolhouses  this  year." 
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Upon  page  156  of  the  same  document  occurs  this  passage, 
in  the  form  of  a  quotation  from  a  Report  of  a  Committee  on 
the  subject  of  School  Districts :  "  Therefore  the  committee 
recommend  that  Hiram  Andrews  and  John  Winning,  with 
their  estates,  be  added  to  what  is  now  called  District  No.  9, 
and  that  the  rest  of  the  town  be  divided  into  nine  other  dis- 
tricts, constructed  upon  as  equal  principle  as  practicable, 
according  to  the  valuation  of  the  real  estate  of  the  town." 

Tins  No.  9  had  at  that  time  thirty-three  scholars  between 
four  and  sixteen. 

It  should  be  here  remarked  that  the  designation  of  the 
school  districts  by  numbers  varied  at  different  periods  from 
1838  to  the  incorporation  of  Winchester,  1850. 

The  following  items  relating  to  the  West  Side  Schoolhouse 
are  from  several  of  the  Woburn  Town  Reports  :  — 

1827-28.  Joseph  Parker  was  paid  for  rent  of  land  "  under 
West  Side  Schoolhouse*"  The  bill  exists,  but  so  torn  that  the 
amount  paid  is  lost  from  it. 

.1828-29.  Joseph  Parker  was  paid  $12  for  the  rent  of  the 
same  ground  for  six  years. 

1829-30.  For  the  same  he  received  $2  additional,  and  in 
1830-31  two  dollars  more. 

1827-28.  Joseph  Gardner  was  paid  for  work  and  material 
On  the  West  Side  Schoolhouse,  61.50. 

1828-29.     Same  for  repairs  of  same  house,  819.41. 

1837.  Henry  Parker  was  paid  for  work  upon  West  Side 
Schoolhouse  in  1831,  620. 


MYSTIC   SCHOOL. 

BY   THOMAS   PEESTISS   AYEK. 

The  present  Mystic  School  District  in  Winchester  was  a 
part  of  the  town  of  Medford  until  the  year  1850  ;  its  early 
history  is  consequently  connected  with  that  town.     Previous 
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to  1824  there  was  no  school  kept  in  this  territory ;  the  near- 
est schools  were  a  primary  near  the  corner  of  High  and 
Woburn  Streets,  and  a  high  and  grammar  school,  located  in 
the  rear  of  the  Unitarian  Church  in  Medford,  and  a  primary 
school  on  Washington  Street  (then  Richardson  Row),  in 
South  Woburn,  about  on  the  site  of  the  present  Catholic 
Church. 

The  children  at  Symmes  Corner,  when  old  enough  to 
attend  the  high  and  grammar  schools,  had  to  travel  about 
two  miles  to  the  schools  named  above,  in  Medford.  Every 
morning  they  could  be  seen  on  their  walk  of  two  miles ;  they 
carried  their  dinners,  and  walked  home  after  school  in  the 
afternoon.  It  was  often  remarked  by  the  teachers  that  the 
children  from  Symmes  Corner  were  never  late.  Scholars  of 
the  present  day  would  consider  it  a  great  hardship  if  obliged 
in  that  way  to  earn  their  education.  I 

The  high  and  grammar  schools  above  named  were  kept  in 
a  long,  one-story  brick  building,  which  was  built  in  1795  and 
enlarged  in  1807.  It  was  divided  by  a  porch  in  the  centre; 
in  the  south  par^  was  the  high  school,  and  the  grammar 
school  was  in  the  north  half.  Many  of  the  old  and  middle- 
aged  citizens  of  Medford  to-day  received  their  education  in 
•this  famous  building.  J 

In  1813  the  high  school  was  kept  by  the  late  Judge  Isaac 
Ames,  and  the  grammar  school  was  for  about  one  year  kept 
by  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Starr  King,  then  a  young  man 
nineteen  years  old. 

In  1821  Miss  Pamelia  Symmes  (now  Mrs.  Horatio  A. 
Smith,  of  Medford),  daughter  of  the  late  Deacon  John 
Symmes,  opened  a  private  school  in  a  room  in  her  father's 
house  at  Symmes  Corner,  and  continued  the  same  as  a 
private  school  until  1849.  The  town  of  Medford  appropri- 
ated 840  to  850  per  year  toward  its  support  for  a  few  years 
previous  to  1849.  In  that  year  the  town  of  Medford  moved 
the  schoolhouse  from  Woburn  Street  to  a  lot  on  Main  Street, 
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about  one  eighth  of  a  mile  south  of  Symmes  Corner,  and 
employed  Miss  Symmes  to  keep  a  primary  school  therein ; 
and  when  the  town  of  Winchester  was  incorporated,  in  1850, 
this  territory  being  included  in  the  new  town,  she  was 
continued  as  a  teacher  until  1851. 

From  1850  to  1853  the  Mystic  School  was  kept  in  the  old 
house  on  Main  Street.  The  present  Mystic  Schoolhouse  was 
erected  in  1853,  on  Bacon  Street ;  it  was  for  many  years  well 
filled,  with  scholars,  and  was  considered  a  model  school. 

The  report  of  the  School  Committee  in  1863  says,  in  regard 
to  this  school :  u  It  still  maintains  its  good  reputation,  and 
occupies  the  front  rank  in  everything  which  makes  up  a 
model  school."  In  1859  the  average  attendance  was  37.  In 
I860  the  average  attendance  was  50.  For  the  last  ten  years 
its  scholars  have  gradually  grown  less  in  number,  until  at 
the  present  time  it  has  but  10  or  12  connected  with  it. 

The  old  schoolhouse  first  used  in  this  district  was  built  in 
1829,  on  High  Street.  Afterward,  in  1831,  it  was  moved  to 
Woburn  Street,  in  Medford,  and  in  1849  it  was  again  moved 
to  Main  Street,  near  Symmes  Corner.  The  same  building 
is  now  (1885)  used  as  a  dwelling-house  on  Elm  Street, 
Winchester. 

During  the  time  Miss  Symmes  kept  the  school  there  was 
but  about  two  weeks  a  year  vacation,  and  the  school  did  not 
keep  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons. 

Miss  Symmes  (Mrs.  Smith),  the  first  teacher  in  the  Mystic 
School  District,  has  lived  to  see  many  of  her  scholars  attain 
a  high  standing  in  the  community,  and  it  is  highly  creditable 
to  her  as  a  teacher  that  her  scholars  were  all  fitted  for  entry 
into  the  grammar  schools,  and  that  some  of  them  after  one 
year  in  the  grammar  entered  the  high  school. 

Among  her  private  scholars  in  the  first  school  were :  — 

Betsey  Johnson,  afterward  Mrs.  Samuel  M..  Rice. 
Lydia  Hutchinson,  afterward  Mrs.  C.  AV.  Blood. 
Caroline  Ford,  afterward  Mrs. Gunnison. 
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Julia  A.  Cutter,  afterward  Mrs.  Oliver  R.  Clark. 
Adaline  A.  Cutter,  afterward  Mrs.  Charles  Hall. 
Nancy  W.  Cutter,  afterward  Mrs.  Stephen  A.  Holt. 
Almira  Johnson,  afterward  Mrs.  Stephen  H.  Cutter. 
Elizabeth  A.  Symmes,  afterward  Mrs.  Hosea  Dunbar. 
Florence  Holbrook,  afterward  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Bacon. 
Sarah  S.  Symmes,  afterward  Mrs.  Jacob  C.  Stanton,  Jr. 


Nancy  Symmes,  afterward  Mrs.  Henry  W;  Howe. 

Lydia  M.  Symmes,  afterward  Mrs.  Thomas  P. Aver. 

Mary  Johnson. 

Harriet  S.  Symmes. 

Emily  Stowell. 

Charlotte  Symmes. 

Samuel  A.  G  rammer. 

Marshall  Symmes. 

Charles  T.  Symmes. 

Edmund  A.  Symmes. 

Henry  W.  Symmes. 

Theodore  Symmes. 

Alexander  Stowell. 


Betsey  C.  Symmes. 
Eliza  Stowell. 
Miss  Collins. 
William  T.  Grammer. 
Warren  Johnson. 
Luther  11.  Symmes. 
Alexander  S.  Symmes. 
Joseph  D.  Sharon. 
Abel  Stowell. 
George  Collins. 


One  winter  (to  fill  a  vacancy)  Miss  P.  Symmes  kept  the 
school  on  Richardson  Row,  and  during  that  winter  she  had 
among  her  scholars  Abijah  Thompson,  now  the  President  of 
our  "Historical  and  Genealogical  Society." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  teachers  who  have  presided  over 
the  Mystic  School:  — 


Pamelia  Symmes. 
Sarah  Robinson. 
Martha  M.  Hobbs. 
Isabella  B.  Tenney. 
Augusta  C.  Kimball. 
Lizzie  E.  Marston. 
E.  A.  Barry. 
Abby  M.  Johnson. 
Elizabeth  II .  Stevens. 
Eliza  W.  Sanders. 
Mary  S.  Spurr. 
Lizzie  Richardson. 
Winchester,  November  3,  1885. 


Eliza  P.  Stowell. 
Amelia  M.  Symmes. 
Frances  M.  Parker. 
Charlotte  O.  Bailey. 
M.  Isabel  Hanson. 
Ella  F.  Wyman. 
Mary  L.  Longfellow. 
Mary  A.  Wadleigh. 
Angie  R.  Stearns. 
Edith  M.  Mead. 
Lizzie  A.  Burbank. 
Nettie  Coffin. 
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THE  BROOKS  FARM,  AND  WHO  LIVED  ON  IT.1 

BY   LUTHER   RICHARDSON   SYMMES.      " 

In  1715  Ebenezer  Brooks,  grandfather  of  Governor 
Brooks,  bought  a  tract  of  land  of  William  Symmes,  eldest 
son  of  the  Rev.  Zaehariah  Symmes,  of  Charlestown  ;  this 
land  being  a  portion  of  the  land  granted  to  Zaehariah 
Symmes  by  the  town  of  Charlestown  previous  to  1(340. 

It  was  bounded  as  follows :  Beginning  at  a  point  on  Main 
Street  at  the  corner  of  the  land  of  James  William  Russell, 
opposite  the  old  schoolhouse  lot ;  thence  by  the  easterly  side 
of  Main  Street  to  the  land  of  J.  H.  Tyler,  Esq.;  thence  by 
the  land  of  Mr.  Tyler  easterly  to  the  land  of  Mr.  Moses 
A.  Herrick. 

He  afterward  bought  a  piece  of  land  of  Betty  Francis, 
bounded  on  the  north  by  his  other  land,  west  by  Main 
Street,  south  by  a  green  lane  that  goes  to  the  south  meadow 
of  the  Highland  Water-works.  The  deed  of  Symmes  to 
Brooks  says  :  "  I  sell  the  land,  the  wood,  the  underwood,  the 
rocks,  brooks,  the  water-brooks,  and  everything  standing  or 
lying  thereon."  On  this  land  a  house  was  built  between 
1715  —  the  time  when  Ebenezer  Brooks  bought  the  land  — 
and  1721,  when  we  find  him  living  there  as  freeman. 

The  house  and  a  portion  of  the  land  were  set  off  to  Caleb 
Brooks,  eldest  son  of  Ebenezer  Brooks,  and  father  of 
Governor  Brooks.  Caleb  died  in  1766,  and  after  his  death 
Ebenezer  Brooks,  brother  of  the  governor,  came  into 
possession  of  the  house  and  a  portion  of  the  land. 

Ebenezer  Brooks  died  in  1781.  Some  of  the  items  in  the 
inventory  of  his  property  are  as  follows  :  One  sled,  24*. ;  pair 
steelyards,  4*. ;  one  scythe-snath,  3t?.  :  two  nibs,  ring,  wedge, 
a  snath,  two  nibs,  26-. ;  one  old  saddle,  2>d. ;  a  negro  named 
Caesar  —  old. 

One  of  the  children  of  Ebenezer  Brooks  was  named  Mary, 

1  aeacl  before  the  Society,  February  3, 1SS5. 
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She  inherited  a  portion  of  his  estate,  and  she  and  her 
husband,  Capt.  John  Le  Bosquet,  bought  out  the  other 
heirs. 

Captain  Le  Bosquet  died  in  April,  1844.  He  gave  his. 
wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Le  Bosquet,  all  his  personal  property  and 
the  use  of  the  real  estate  during  her  lifetime.  After  her 
death  the  land  that  Mrs.  Le  Bosquet  owned  before  her 
marriage  was  to  go  to  her  heirs-at-law,  and  the  land  bought 
by  Captain  Le  Bosquet  to  go  to  his  heirs-at-law.  Mrs. 
Le  Bosquet  died  in  September,  1847. 

Capt.  Lebbeus  Leach,  husband  of  Mrs.  Leach,  one  of  the 
heirs,  bought  out  the  other  heirs,  and  with  his  family  lived 
on  the  place  several  years. 

■Mr.  Leach  sold  the  estate  to  the  Hon.  F.  O.  Prince. 

Mr.  Prince  divided  a  part  of  the  land  into  house-lots, 
which  were  sold  to  different  persons.  Mr.  Marshall  Symmes 
bought  the  house  and  the  remainder  of  the  land  in  1865. 
He  lived  in  the  house  till  1881,  then  moved  the  old  house  to 
the  rear  of  his  barn,  and  it  is  now  used  for  a  wash-house. 
It  can  be  seen  from  the  Main  Street.  Mr.  Symmes  has  built 
a  new  house  near  the  site  of  the  old  one. 

Of  those  who  have  lived  in  this  old  house,  the  one  whose 
life  has  special  interest  for  us  is  John,  son  of  Caleb  and 
Ruth  Aibree  Brooks.     He  was  born  here  in  May,  1752. 

His  father,  who  died  in  17GG.  says  in  his  will:  wt  As  my 
son  John  has  an  inclination  to  study  into  the  mysteries  of  a 
physician,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  lot  of  land  called  ;  Betty's 
field,'  to  pay  his  expenses  in  college." 

John  had  been  sent  to  the  town  school,  where  lie  was 
taught  the  rudiments  of  science  and  the  Latin  and  Greek 
languages.  His  studious  ways  and  amiable  character 
secured  him  the  friendship  of  Dr.  Simon  Tufts,  of  Medford, 
the  family  physician,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  Dr.  Tufts 
took  him  into  his  family  to  educate  him  for  his  profession. 

The  skill  and  science  of  the  instructor  and  the  unflagging 
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ir  attention  of  the  pupil  supplied  the  defects  arising  from  the 

)T  want  of  a  liberal  education. 

He  early  displayed  a  fondness  for  military  discipline,  and 

s  Dr.  Tufts's  backyard  was  often  turned  into  a  train-field.    He 

1  lived  with  Dr.  Tufts  for  seven  years. 

r  When  twenty-one  years   old   he   moved  to    Reading  and 

p  began  the  practice  of  medicine.     He  was  soon  after  married 

j  to  Lucy  Smith. 

About  this  time  companies  were  formed  in  almost  every 
town,  which  held  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a 
minute's  warning.  One  of  these  companies  was  formed  in 
Reading,  and  Dr.  Brooks  was  chosen  captain. 

On  the  memorable  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  news  came 
that  a  detachment  of  the  British  army  had  marched  to 
Lexington  and  Concord. 

Dr.  Brooks  ordered  out  his  company  with  promptness,  and 
directed  them  to  proceed  to  Concord;  and,  having  made 
such  provision  for  the  medical  relief  of  the  sick  under 
his  care  as  the  time  would  admit,  lie  joined  his  corps  with 
all  possible  speed.  Arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Concord,  he 
met  the  British  on  their  retreat.  With  the  cool  and  deter- 
mined bravery  of  a  veteran  he  made  such  disposition  of  his 
men  as  to  secure  them  from  injury  and  enable  them  to 
annoy  the  enemy  with  destructive  volleys  as  they  passed 
through   a  narrow  defile. 

He  then  hung  on  their  rear  and  flank,  in  conjunction  with 
other  troops,  until  they  reached  Charlestown.  The  military 
talent  and  calm  courage  which  he  displayed  on  this  occasion 
was  remarkable  in  a  young  man,  only  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  who  had  never  seen  a  battle.  It  was  noticed  by  those 
who  had  the  direction  of  public  affairs,  and  he  soon  received 
a  commission  of  major  in  the  Continental  Army.  He  now 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  a  soldier,  and  devoted  all  the 
powers  of  his  mind  to  the  care  of  his  country  and  the 
profession  of  arms.     When  General  Ward  had  determined 
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to  fortify  the  heights  of  Charlestown,  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  this  purpose,  Major  Brooks,  finding  that  he 
was  not  included  in  the  detachment,  solicited  the  general  to 
permit  him  to  accompany  it.  His  request  was  granted.  He 
was  active  during  the  whole  of  the  night  of  the  sixteenth  of 
June,  throwing  up  intrenchments,  reconnoitring  the  ground, 
and  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  On  the 
morning  of  the  seventeenth,  when  it  was  perceived  that  the 
enemy  were  preparing  for  an  assault,  Major  Brooks  was 
dispatched  by  Colonel  Frescott,  as  a  confidential  officer,  to 
inform  General  Ward  of  the  movements,  and  to  represent 
to  him  the  importance  of  sending  reinforcements.  This 
duty  prevented  his  being  in  that  memorable  battle.  He  was 
second  only  to  the  celebrated  Baron  Steuben  in  his  knowl- 
edge of  tactics,  and  was  associated  with  him  in  the  arduous 
duty  of  introducing  a  uniform  system  of  exercise  and 
manoeuvres  into  the  army.  Major  Brooks  assisted  in  fortify- 
ing Dorchester  Heights,  which  compelled  the  British  to* 
evacuate  Boston. 

He  was  very  efficient  in  the  successful  retreat  from  Long 
Island.  He  acted  a  distinguished  part  in  the  battle  of 
White  Plains  ;  and  when  the  detachment  of  our  army  was 
overpowered  by  numbers,  his  regiment,  of  which  he  was  the 
most  efficient  officer,  so  ably  covered  the  retreat  that  it 
received  the  acknowledgments  of  General  Washington  for 
its  gallant  conduct.  In  the  year  1777  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Eighth  Massachusetts 
Regiment,  the  command  of  which  devolved  upon  him  in 
consequence  of  the  sickness  of  his  colonel.  In  the  spring  of 
this  year  he  was  ordered  to  join  the  Northern  army.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  those  movements  and  battles  which 
terminated  in  the  surrender  of  General  Burgoyne.  In  short, 
the  capture  of  that  army  may  be  attributed  in  no  small 
degree  to  his  gallant  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Saratoga.  It 
is  well  known  how  ably  he  turned  the  right  of  the  enemy. 
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He  entered  their  intrench ments  at  the  head  of  his  regiment 
and  put  to  rout  the  veteran  German  troops  which  defended 
them.  This  action  compelled  the  enemy  to  change  their 
position,  and  the  field  was  then  open  for  General  Gates  to 
surround  and  capture  the  whole  army. 

After  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  Colonel  Brooks  was 
ordered  to  join  the  army  under  General  Washington,  and 
soon  after  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Valley  Forge,  and 
in  common  with  the  army  suffered  all  those  privations  and 
hardships  which  required  more  heroism  to  endure  than  the 
most  severe  and  bloody  battles.  After  the  army  was 
disbanded  Colonel  Brooks  returned  to  private  life,  rich  in 
the  laurels  lie  had  won,  in  the  affections  of  his  fellow- 
soldiers,  and  in  the  esteem  of  the  wise  and  good. 

His  old  friend,  Dr.  Tufts,  being  infirm  and  advanced  in 
life,  wished  to  have  him  take  his  practice  ;  accordingly  he 
recommenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in  his  native  town. 
He  was  afterward  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  and  was  a  most  valuable  and  respected 
member.  On  the  extension  and  new  organization  of  the 
society  in  1803,  Dr.  Brooks  was  elected  councilor,  and  con- 
tinued to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  office  with  fidelity 
until  he  was  chosen  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  He 
was  then  discontinued  at  his  own  request. 

From  1817  till  his  death,  in  18*25,  he  was  president  of  the 
society.  In  1781  Yale  College  conferred  oil  him  the  honor- 
ary degree  of  a.m.;  Harvard  University,  in  1787,  the  degree 
of  a.m.,  in  1810  the  degree  of  M.D.,  and  in  1817  the  degree 
of  LL.D. 

In  1786  he  was  major-general  of  the  Massachusetts 
militia.  The  same  year  his  name  appears  as  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company.  Pie  was 
chosen  commander  in  1787  and  1794.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  was  elected  to  deliver 
the  first  oration  before  them  on  the  Fourth  of  Jul}',  1787. 
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On  the  death  of  General  Lincoln,  the  first  president,  General 
Brooks  was  chosen  his  successor.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  He  was  president  of  the 
Blinker  Hill  Monument  Association  and  of  the  Bible  Society 
of  Massachusetts. 

In  j 816  General  Brooks  was  chosen  Governor,  and  held 
the  office  until  1823.  I 

He  was  a  constant  attendant  on  "public  worship,  but  did  I 
not  unite  with  any  church  until  in  1818.  While  Governor 
he  joined  the  church  in  Medford,  Dr.  Osgood  being  then 
pastor-  When  General  Lafayette  came  to  Massachusetts,  in 
1824,  he  took  an  early  opportunity  to  dine  with  his  friend 
and  fellow-officer,  then  living  in  retirement  at  Medford. 

Governor  Brooks  died  March  1,  1825,  aged  seventy-three. 
He  was  buried  in  the  old  burying-ground  on  Salem  Street, 
Medford.  His  friends  and  fellow-townsmen  erected  a 
granite  monument  to  his  memory. 

NOTE.  —  This  sketch  of  the  life  of  Governor  Brooks  is  mostly  taken  from  the  account 
of  Dr.  John  Dixwell,  vice-president  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  published 
in  Brooks's  History  of  Medford. 


THE   HISTORY   OF   CUTTER'S   MILL. 

BY.  STEPHEN    HALL    CUTTER. 

Joseph  Richaudsox  (a  millwright),  born  February  9, 
1727,  and  a  descendant,  in  the  fifth  generation,  of  Samuel 
Richardson,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of  Woburn, 
was  the  first  projector,  builder,  and  owner  of  the  mill  lately 
known  as  Cutter's  Mill.  According  to  the  records,  on 
November  5,  1787,  lie  purchased  of  Daniel  Wyman,  for 
thirty  pounds,  six  acres  of  pasture-land,  with  the  river  from 
Horn  Pond  flowing  through  it,  "  for  the  purpose  of  mill 
or  mills,  the  said  Richardson  and  heirs  not  subject  to  pay 
any  damage  that  may  be  done  to  said  Wyman's  land  below 
the  premises."     Having  obtained  an  eligible  site  for  a  grist- 
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mill,  he  proceeded  to  construct  a  dam  and  erect  a  building 
with  ©lie  run  of  stones,  having  for  its  motor  the  old  style 
undershot  wheel,  placed  outside  the  building.  In  November, 
1708,  more  land  was  added  to  the  estate  by  purchase  from 
Malachi  Richardson,  of  Stoneham. 

On  June  27,  1799,  Joseph  Richardson  sold  the  estate 
to  liis  sons,  Caleb  and  Joshua  Richardson.  The  records  show 
that  on  October  30,  1801,  Paul  Wyman  sold  to  Joshua  and 
Caleb  Richardson,  for  6156.25,  "nine  acres  and  sixty  perch 
of  land,  together  with  the  privilege  of  flowing  the  water 
at  Howard's  dam,  so  called,  in  said  Wyman's  land,  so  as 
to  (lush  the  water  over  the  premises  above  mentioned."  It 
i.s  evident  this  purchase  was  made  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  privilege.  The  mill  was  improved  by  the  father  and 
sons  till  1807,  when  Joshua  was  instantly  killed  by  the 
falling  of  the  frame  of  a  house  which  he  was  assisting  to 
raise  for  Major  Jeremiah  Clapp  at  Woburn.  Caleb  after- 
ward became  sole  owner,  and  added  more  land  to  increase 
the  ilowage.  On  February  19,  1810,  he  conveyed  the  estate, 
containing  twenty-five  acres  more  or  less,  to  Captain  John 
Cutter,  of  Medford.  This  mill  having  a  supply  of  water 
during  the  year,  was  more  reliable  and  profitable  than  most  of 
the  mills  in  the  vicinity,  as  the  latter  were  winter  privileges. 
,  Captaiii  Cutter  improved  the  mill  to.,  the  utmost,  and 
immediately  commenced  the  foundations  for  a  larger  one 
with  two  runs  of  stones,  about  a  hundred  feet  southeast  from 
the  first,  purchasing  more  land  of  Daniel  Wyman  for  that 
purpose.  It  was  completed  in  1811  and  the  old  one  taken 
o<  uu.  He  dealt  in  grain  and  meal  of  various  kinds,  supply- 
M»g  the  Woburn  and  Medford  stores.  At  the  solicitation 
m  the  neighboring  farmers  a  bolt  was  introduced,  to  bolt, 
as  well  as  grind,  their  grists  of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  and 
forn  :  also  machines  to  pick  and  card  wool  into  rolls  suitable 
for  spinning  <m  the  oldtime  hand  spinning-wheels.  With  the 
attl  oi  his  seven  sons  the  mill  was  fully  improved  to  the  time 
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of  his  decease,  in  1825.  After  the  settlement  of  his  estate 
in  1829  two  of  his  sons,  Stephen  and  Heniy,  became  the 
owners  of  the  mill,  and  continuing'  the  same  business,  gradu- 
ally introduced  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  mahogany 
and  fancy-wood  lumber  until  the  lumber  superseded  the 
grain  business.  On  March  20,  1840,  the  whole  establish- 
ment was  burned  to  the  foundation-stones. 

The  third  and  present  mill  was  immediately  erected  on 
the  same  site,  and  fitted  with  a  new  flume  and  water-wheels, 
to  furnish  power  to  drive  the  new  machinery,  which  was 
planned  and  arranged  for  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  In 
order  to  preserve  the  prestige  of  the  ;k  Old  Mill,"  a  new  run 
of  stones  was  built  in  the  oldtime  style  with  bed  and  runner 
of  Danvers  granite,  its  efficiency  being  increased  b}r  modern 
inventions.  Business  was  resumed  immediately  after  the 
mill  and  machinery  were  finished.  In  1850  Henry  Cutter 
sold  his  half  of  the  mill  estate  to  Stephen  ;  in  the  same  year 
steam-power  was  added  as  an  aid  to  the  water-power.  In 
1856  the  patronage  of  the  grist-mill  had  diminished  to  such 
a  degree  that  it  was  sold  and  removed  to  some  far-away  town, 
the  march  of  improvement  having  crowded  out  the  old 
grist-grinder  after  a  life  of  threescore  and  ten  years.  In  the 
same  year  Stephen  Cutter  retired  from  business  and  sold 
the  estate  to  his  sons,  Stephen  H.  Cutter  and  Oliver  R.  Clark. 
In  1858  it  became  necessary  to  make  extensive  repairs  on 
the  flume  and  water-wheels  ;  an  iron  turbine  wheel  was  intro- 
duced which  would  utilize  all  the  water.  The  manufacture 
of  mahogany  and  fancy-wood  lumber  was  continued  till  1872. 
Oliver  R.  Clark,  being  the  owner  at  that  time,  sold  the  mill 
to  William  H.  Bailey,  who  improved  it  in  the  lumber  and 
furniture  business,  assorting  and  cleansing  of  wool,  wood- 
turning,  etc.,  until  1883,  when  David  P.  Kimball,  of  Boston, 
became,  and  is  still,  the  owner.  The  mill  is  now  (1885)  used 
for  the  manufacture  of  schoolroom  furniture  by  The  Miller 
McNeil  Co.,  lessees. 
Winchester,  September  2G,  1885. 
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REMINISCENCES    BY    WILLIAM    T.    GRAMMER. 

AN   EARLY   STORE   IN   BLACK   HORSE   VILLAGE. 


In  1822  my  father,  William  Grammer,  and  his  brother 
Seth  moved  from  Boston  to  Black  Horse  Village  in  South 
Woburn,  and  lived  on  the  u  Swan  farm,"  situated  on  the 
west  side  of  Richardson  Row  (now  known  as  the  residence 
of  Widow  Thomas  Holtcm).  Opposite  to  this  was  the  farm 
of  Caleb  French,  whose  wife  was  a  Swan  —  sister  of 
Doctor  Swan,  of  Medford,  a  lame  man,  and  at  that  time  the 
village  doctor. 

My  father  and  uncle  having  the  usual  luck  of  amateur 
farmers,  sold  out  the  farm  to  the  Hon.  William  C.  Jarvis, 
a  celebrated  man  in  those  da}Ts,  who  had  been  Speaker  of 
*the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives  and  was  once 
a  candidate  for  Governor.  He  subsequently  sold  the  farm, 
I  think,  to  Isaac  Shattuck. 

In  1825  the  Grammer  brothers  built  a  store  near  the  junc- 
tion of  the  "  Great  Road  "  and  Richardson  Row  (now  Main 
and  Washington  Streets),  on  the  west  side  of  the  Great  Road 
and  near  where  the  Unitarian  Church  now  stands.  It  was 
opposite  the  blacksmith-shop  of  F.  &  N.  B.  Johnson. 

The  store  was  called  an  "  English  and  West  India  Goods 
Store." 

The  lettering  or  sign-painting  on  the  window-shutters, 
as  1  remember  it,  will  give  an  idea  of  the  goods  kept  for 
sale :  — 


SALT  FISH 

OIL 
&  MOLASSES 


SUGAR 
TEA 

COFFEE 


PEPPER 
CINNAMON 

CLOVES 

& 

ALLSPICE 
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W.  I.  RUM 

st.  croix  rum 
n.  e.  bum 

BRANDY 
GIN 

& 
WINE 

While  we  were  living  on  the  Swan  farm  the  house  oppo- 
site, upon  the  French  farm,  was  burned.  I  shall  never  forget 
the  circumstance,  as  it  was  the  first  fire  I  had  seen.  After 
this  fire  the  family  moved  up  the  row  some  distance  on  the 
same  side,  and  near  the  Samuel  Symmes  farm,  into  an  old 
house,  where  they  subsequently  lived  many  years. 

About  1827  or  1828  scarlet  fever  was  very  fatal  in  this 
neighborhood,  and  Johnny  French,  Joanna  French,  and 
Sammy  Symmes,  my  own  schoolmates,  died  of  the  disease. 


In  relation  to  the  old 


LIBERTY   POLE 

I  would  say,  it  was  erected  by  my  father  and  stood  upon  the 
point  of  land  at  the  junction  of  Washington  and  Main 
Streets.  It  was  quite  a  nice  affair,  with  mainmast  and  top- 
mast. He  also  owned  the  flag,  winch  was  duly  hoisted  on 
all  public  occasions.  I  remember  that  the  base  was  used  for 
attaching  the  guideboards,  more  common  and  elaborate  in 
those  days  than  later  on  all  public  thoroughfares. 

The  ringer  of  one  hand  pointed  north  to  Lowell,  Bill  erica, 
Burlington,  and  the  one  pointing  south  indicated  Medford, 
Charlestown,  and  Boston.     It  was  elected  about  1825. 

WILLIAM   T.   GRAMMER. 
Wobur*,  November  2,  1885. 

The  foregoing  reminiscences  are  contained  in  letters 
addressed  to  Abijah  Thompson,  and  indicate  a  method  of 
preserving  names  and  events  of  historic  value  which  might 
easily  be  adopted  by  many  whose  recollections  extend  as  far 
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back  as  fifty  or  sixty  years,  and  thus  very  much  which 
relates  to  our  local  history  might  be  saved  which  would 
otherwise  be  totally  lost. 

Many  of  our  elderly  people  can  now  recall  features  of 
society,  public  or  neighborhood  scenes,  interesting  occur- 
rences, etc.,  which  are  of  real  importance  as  landmarks,  and 
aids  the  better  comprehension  of  the  past,  and  which  but 
for  special  effort  in  this  direction  will  soon  be  beyond  reach. 

The  elderly  people  may  not,  in  all  cases,  feel  adequate  to 
the  writing  of  such  reminiscences  themselves,  yet  some  one 
of  their  families  or  neighbors  may  be  found  to  reduce  the 
recollections  to  written  statements ;  and  the  recollections 
of  the  stories  told  them  by  their  parents,  long  since  deceased, 
may  thus  preserve  names,  events,  experiences,  customs,  etc. 
etc.,  of  great  value,  even  if  much  that  is  mythical  or  a  doubt- 
ful deliverance  of  an  impaired  memory  should  be  gathered 
also. 

Some  organized  plan  for  thus  preserving  neighborhood 
traditions  is  worthy  the  attention  of  every  local  historical 
society.  It  is  certainly  to  be  desired  that  the  title  "  Reminis- 
cences," so  well  initiated  in  the  valuable  papers  of  Oliver 
R.  Clark  in  each  number  of  vol.  i  of  our  magazine,  and  so 
interestingly  followed  in  the  letters  of  William  T.  G rammer, 
will  continue  to  call  forth,  in  the  same  general  way,  indi- 
vidual recollections.  G.  C.  " 


PARISH   HISTORY. 
WOBURN  SOUTH  CONGREGATIONAL  PARISH. 

BY   GEORGE   COOKE. 

This,  the  first,  and  for  several  years  the  only,  religious 
society  in  the  territory  now  Winchester,  exhibits,  in  the 
records  of  its  doings,  exemplary  methods,   energetic  work, 
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and  a  sincere  regard  for  the  highest  prosperity,  temporal  as 
well  as  spiritual,  of  the  prospective  new  town. 

The  action  of  the  citizens  of  South  Woburn  village  prelim- 
inary to  the  organization  of  this  parish  is  given  in  The 
Winchester  Record  (vol.  i,  pp.  287-291),  and  it  is  there  seen 
that  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  parish  as  organized,  June  1, 
1840,  it  was  "voted  to  build  a  meeting-house,"  and  "that  a 
committee  of  seven  be  chosen  to  build  it"  :  "such  a  house  as 
they  think  proper,  for  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars, 
including  land  and  every  expense:  "  "the  building  commit- 
tee be  authorized  to  procure  a  lot  of  land  for  building  the 
house  upon,"  and  "  to  authorize  the  treasurer  to  hire  one 
thousand  dollars  and  give  his  note  in  behalf  of  the  Parish." 

Thus  prepared  and  authorized,  the  committee  of  seven 
contracted  with  Thomas  Collins  for  a  lot  of  land,  and  pur- 
chased of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  a  small  additional 
lot,  forming  together  the  same  grounds  now  occupied  by  the 
same  society,  under  the  present  corporate  name  of  The  First 
Congregational  Society  in  Winchester. 

THE  DEED  OF  THOMAS  COLLINS. 
Know  all  men  by  these  Presents. 

That  I,  Thomas  Collins,  of  Woburn,  ...  in  consideration  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  to  me  paid  by  the  Woburn  South 
Congregational  Society,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged, 
do  hereby  give,  grant  [etc.],  to  said  society,  their  successors  and 
assigns  forever,  a  certain  piece  of  land  situated  in  the  southerly  part 
of  said  Woburn,  and  containing  one  acre,  one  quarter  and  thirty 
square  poles,  more  or  less,  and  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit.:  Oom- 
mencing  at  the  southeasterly  corner  of  the  premises  by  land  of  the 
Boston  &  Lowell  Rail  Road  Corporation,  and  on  the  northerly  side 
of  the  road  leading  from  the  Abel  Richardson  place,  so  called,  to 
Loring  Emerson's,  the  line  runs  southwesterly  on  said  road  sixteen 
rods  and  sixteen  links  to  stake ;  thence  north  sixty  degrees  west,  sixteen 
rods  to  a  stake;  thence  north  thirty-two  degrees  east,  fourteen  rods  to 
a  stake;  thence  south  sixty-six  degrees  east  eleven  rods  and  sixteen 
links  to  land  of  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Rail  Road  Corporation;  thence 
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south  twenty  degrees  west  by  land  of  said  corporation  four  rods  and 
seven  links ;  thence  south  fifty-three  degrees  east,  five  rods,  by  land  of 
said  corporation  to  the  corner  first  mentioned,  reserving,  however,  to 
myself  and  my  heirs,  executors,  and  assigns,  the  right  to  pass  and  repass 
across  the  southwesterly  side  of  the  premises,  to  and  from  my  other 
land  lying  northerly  and  easterly  from  the  above-described  premises, 
and  also  the  right  to  pass  and  repass  across  the  northwesterly  side  of 
the  premises  to  and  from  my  other  land. 

To  have  and  to  hold,  etc. 

Executed  June  5,  1840. 

(Signed)    THOMAS  COLLINS. 

MARY  ANN  COLLINS. 

Witnesses:  Ebenezer  Parker,  Cyrus  Bancroft. 

Before  me,  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

While  the  consideration  in  the  foregoing  deed  is  named  as 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  the  writer  is  informed 
that  the  actual  consideration  was  a  pew  in  the  church,  itself 
bearing  that  price.  Thus  no  money  was  used  in  the  transac- 
tion with  Mr.  Collins. 

DEED   OF  BOSTON   AND  LOWELL  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Know  all  men,  etc.:  That  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Rail  Road  Corpo- 
ration, a  corporation  duly  established  by  law  within  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  in  consideration  of  fifty  dollars  to  them  paid 
by  the  AVoburn  South  Congregational  Society,  .  .  .  do  .  .  .  forever 
quit  claim  unto  the  said  society,  their  successors  and  assigns,  a  certain 
piece  or  parcel  of  lrmd  in  the  southerly  part  of  AVoburn  .  .  .  near 
the  crossing  of  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Rail  Road  and  the  great  road 
from  Boston  to  Lowell,  being  a  part  of  the  Abel  Richardson  place, 
so  called,  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  at 
the  most  westerly  corner  of  the  premises  at  the  line  of  land  of 
Thomas  Collins :  thence  running  north  twenty  degrees  east  four  rods 
and  thirty  hundredths  of  a  rod  on  and  by  land  of  said  Collins ;  thence 
turning  and  running  south  sixty-six  degrees  east  eight  rods  and  thirty- 
two  hundredths  on  and  by  other  land  of  said  corporation  to  the  road 
leading  to  West  Cambridge  at  a  point  eight  rods  distant  from  the 
most  westerly  part  of  the  dwelling-house  belonging  to  the  said  corpora- 
tion, measuring  on  the  line  of  said  road ;  thence  turning  and  running 
by  said  road  south  fifty-two  degrees  west  six  rods  and  nineteen  hun- 
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dredths  to  a  corner ;  thence  north  fifty-three  degrees  west  five  rods  and 
twenty-four  hundredths  to  the  place  of  beginning,  containing  about 
thirty-one  square  rods. 

And  it  is  expressly  understood  and  this  deed  is  expressly  on  con- 
dition that  the  land  hereby  conveyed  is  to  be  kept  open  and  common, 
save  what  maybe  occupied  by  the  church  and  sheds  appertaining 
thereto,  and  that  the  grantors,  their  successors,  and  assigns  expressly 
reserve  to  themselves  the  right  at  all  times  to  pass  freely  over  it  in 
any  direction  and  in  any  manner  by  themselves  or  their  agents  with 
cattle,  carriages,  teams,  or  otherwise. 

Signed  with  seal  of  the  B.  &  L.  P.  R.  Corporation, 

OZIAS   GOODWIN,  Treasurer. 
Witness:  Thomas  P.  Tenney. 

Approved  by  William  Appleton,  P.  T.  Jackson,  Joseph  Tilden, 
John  Bryant,  Directors. 

June  5,  1840. 

The  condition  contained  in  the  last  clause  of  the  fore- 
going deed  commencing  with  the  words  "  and  it  is  expressly 
understood,''  and  ending  with  the  words  "  or  otherwise,"  was 
relinquished  by  deed  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad, 
by  its  treasurer,  J.  T.  Stephenson,  under  date  of  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  May,  1847,  duly  signed,  sealed,  and  recorded. 
•  The  road  or  street  referred  to  in  these  deeds  was  narrow, 
with  no  buildings  upon  it  from  the  corner  at  which  the  house 
of  Arthur  Fletcher  now  stands  to  the  old  house  of  Thomas 
Collins  (called  in  our  historical  papers  "  the  Parker  and 
Collins  house  "),  which  stood,  on  or  very  near  the  place  where 
the  residence  of  the  late  Dr.  Alonzo  Chapin  now  stands. 

A  long  line  of  stone  fence  —  stone  wall  —  extended  from 
the  former  of  these  houses  to  the  latter,  on  the  northwesterly 
side  of  the  road,  and  along  this  stone  wall  stood  a  row  of 
Lombardy  poplars,  some  of  which  are  seen  in  the  view  printed 
in  The  Winchester  .Record  (vol.  i,  p.  59). 

These  poplars,  once  so  highly  esteemed  that  they  were 
imported  by  the  rich  and  sedulously  propagated  to  adorn 
pretentious  mansions,  and  made  to  stand  as  prim  sentinels 
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upon  the  borders  of  driveways  and  walks,  have  now  almost 
entirely  disappeared,  and  the  present  generation  can  gain  but 
a  poor  conception  of  them,  or  the  taste  they  symbolized,  from 
any  written  description. 

Stiff,  if  not  stately,  spires,  with  short  but  aspiring  branches, 
lying  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  trunk,  as  if  to  help  its 
intent  to  pierce  the  clouds  regardless  of  the  refreshment  of 
mortals  under  burning  suns,  they  had  perhaps  something 
significantly  akin  to  the  prim  rectitude  and  formal  dignity  of 
the  men  and  women  who  affected  them.  Peace  to  the  poplar 
ashes !  and  thankfulness  for  wider  branches  and  sweeter  as 
well  as  more  refreshing  shades  in  the  trees  of  to-day. 

This  old  wall  was  sold  to  Mr.  Stephen  Nichollsfor  the  sum 
of  865.25,  to  be  removed,  but  the  poplars,  in  the  absence  of 
other  suitable  shade-trees,  were  for  the  time  retained. 

The  site  for  the  new  church-building  had  much  the  form 
of  a  cone,  bearing  clusters  of  small  pines,  the  highest  part 
being  about  on  a  level  with  the  hill  upon  which  the  house  of 
Mr.  Thomas  P.  Tenney  now  stands,  having  a  steep  descent 
toward  the  street,  which  was  excellent  coasting-ground  for 
the  boys  in  winter,  and  so  used.  A  valley  on  the  southerly 
side  of  the  lot  extended  from  the  street  to  the  pond,  which 
.  was  reserved  as  a  right  of  way  by  Mr.  Collins,  to  enable  him 
to  reach  a  portion  of  his  farm  —  the  slope  from  the  apex  of 
the  hill  toward  this  valley  being  also  quite  steep. 

In  the  interval  between  the  preliminary  meeting  at  the 
Wakefield  house  (vol.  i,  p.  287)  and  the  first  parish  meet- 
ing for  organization  at  the  old  schoolhouse  in  Ward  C,  a 
paper  had  been  circulated  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  the 
sale  of  pews  in  the  church-edifice  when  erected. 

This  paper,  bearing  the  autographs  of  the  subscribers,  is 
before  the  writer,  and  the  following  is  a  copy :  — 

We,  the  subscribers,  feeling  the  importance  of  having-  the  stated 
means  of  grace  and  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel  regularly  established 
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in  the  south  part  of  Woburn,  for  the  purpose  of  elevating  the  stand- 
ard of  piety  and  good  morals  and  for  our  better  convenience;  and 
whereas,  in  order  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object  it  is  necessary 
to  erect  a  suitable  house  of  worship; 

We  therefore  agree  to  purchase  and  pay  for  the  number  of  pews 
set  against  our  names,  the  proceeds  of  which  is  go  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  erecting  said  house,  on  the  following  conditions:  — 

First.  There  shall  be  a  sufficient  number  of  subscribers  obtained 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  erecting  a  suitable  house  of  worship  and  to 
afford  a  reasonable  prospect  of  supporting  the  ordinances  of  the 
gospel. 

Second.  The  meeting-house  to  be  located  in  the  place  which  shall 
be  agreed  upon  by  the  subscribers  at  a  meeting  duly  notified  for  that 
purpose. 

Third.  The  house  to  be  built  according  to  the  plan  annexed  to  this 
instrument,  the  cost  of  which  is  not  to  exceed  $-1,500,  and  the  average 
price  of  the  pews  870,  unless  altered  by  the  agreement  of  the  proprie- 
tors at  a  meeting  duly  notified  therefor. 

Fourth.  The  society  and  church,  when  duly  organized,  shall  be 
called  the  South  Congregational  Church  and  Society  in  Woburn. 


B.  F.  Thompson, 
N.  13.  Johnson, 
Marshall  Wyman, 
S.  B.  White, 
Henry  Cutter, 
Zachariah  Symmes,  2d, 
Alvah  Hatch, 
Stephen  Cutter, 
Joseph  B.  Symmes, 
John  Cutter, 
Stephen  Nicholls, 
Francis  Johnson,  Jr., 
Andrew  Cutter, 
Harrison  Parker, 
Sullivan  Cutter, 
Gardner  Symmes, 
Stillman  Pierce, 


NAMES. 

1 

John  Fisk,                                      1 

1 

William  T.  Ferry,                         1 

1 

Francis  Johnson,                          1 

1 

Horatio  Symmes,       •                  1 

1 

Jefferson  Ford,                              1 

1 

Luther  Elliott,                              1 

1 

John  Symmes,                               1 

1 

Stephen  Swan,                              1 

1 

Stephen  Symmes,                         1 

1 

John  Wyman,                                1 

1 

Isaac  Shattuck,                              1 

1 

Hervey  Wilbur,                            1 

1 

John  II.  Coates,                         ,  1 

1 

Thomas  Collins,                            1 

1 

Sumner  Richardson,                    1 

1 

Johnson  Symmes,                         1 

1 

Joshua  G.  Richardson.1 

1  The  latter  name  is  written  in  pencil,  and  is  nearly  obliterated,  so  as  to  involve 
a  doubt  as  to  his  actual  subscription. 
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At  the  organization,  June  1,  1840,  it  was  voted  that  the 
persons  who  had  subscribed  for  pews  be  requested  to  pay  to 
the  treasurer,  on  or  before  July  1,  825  each,  and  "  those  who  * 
are  willing,"  to  pay  more.  Also,  that  the  treasurer  be  au- 
thorized to  hire  one  thousand  dollars,  giving  the  note  of  the 
Parish  therefor. 

The  entry  with  which  the  Treasurer's  cashbook  is  opened 
is  as  fol]ows:  — 

1840.  ■ 
June  8th.    To  cash  received  from  Mr.  Johnson  Symmes,       $1,000.00 

This  loan  of  Mr.  Symmes  thus  appears  to  have  been  the 
first  money  furnished  for  the  construction  of  the  church- 
building. 

The  ground  having  been  secured  and  sufficiently  prepared, 
the  cornerstone  of  the  edifice  was  laid  with  appropriate  cere- 
monies on  the  twentieth  of  the  following  July.  The  edifice 
first  erected  was  fifty  or  sixty  feet  nearer  the  street  than  the 
present  one,  and  lower  upon  the  eastern  slope  of  the  hill,  so 
that  the  labor  in  grading  was  less  before  than  after  the 
laying  of  the  foundations.  The  following  was  the  printed 
programme  of  the  occasion  :  — 

ORDEK   OF   EXERCISES   OX    LAYIXG   THE 

CORNER  STONE 

OF   THE 

NEW  CHURCH  IN   SOUTH  WOBTJRN. 

INTRODUCTORY   PRAYER. 

By  Rev.  Josi:rn  Bennett,  of  the  Old  Church,  YVoburn. 

ORIGINAL  HYMN. 
BY  SUMNER  RICHARDSON. 

Eternal  God,  before  Thy  throne 
Thy  people  now  their  voices  raise ; 

And  while  we  consecrate  this  stone 
May  all  our  hearts  be  joined  in  rjraisc. 
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.    Thou  precious,  sure  Foundation  Stone, 
That  ancient  builders  did  reject ; 
Thy  presence  grant,  Thy  people  own, 
The  workmen  bless,  the  work  protect. 

Come,  Holy  Spirit,  peaceful  Dove, 
And  richest  blessings  on  us  pour; 

Fill  all  our  hearts  with  Christian  love 
From  this,  the  consecrating  hour. 

Oh,  grant  thou  sacred  One  in  Three, 
That  all  our  hearts  be  joined  in  one ! 

And  that  the  House  we  build  for  Thee 
May  e'er  be  chosen  for  Thine  own. 

Address  by  Rev.  Reuben  Emerson,  of  South  Reading. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  D.  Crosby,  of  Charlestown. 

HYMN. 

Great  God,  we  to  Thy  honor  raise 
These  walls  to  echo  forth  Thy  praise; 
Do  Thou,  descending  fill  this  place 
With  choicest  tokens  of  Thy  grace. 

Here  let  the  great  Redeemer  reign, 
With  all  the  graces  of  His  train  ; 
While  power  divine  His  word  attends 
To  conquer  foes  and  cheer  His  friends. 

And  in  the  great  decisive  day, 
When  God  the  nations  shall  survey, 
May  it  before  the  world  appear 
That  crowds  were  born  to  glory  here. 

Benediction  by  Rev.  Luther  Wright. 


WARRANT  FOR    PARISH   MEETING,  DRAWN   SEPTEM- 
BER 19,  1840.1 

Mr.  Sumner  Bichardson,  Clerk  of  the  Woburn  South  Congrega- 
tional Parish,  —  You  are  hereby  instructed  to  notify  and  warn  the 
legal  voters  of  the  Woburn  South  Congregational  Parish  to  meet  at 

1  Parish  Records,  vol.  I.  r-  $> 
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the  schoolhouse  in  Ward  No.  G,  on  Monday,  September  28,  at  three 
o'clock  p.m.,  to  act  upon  the  following-  articles,  namely:  — 

Art.  1.    To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  see  what  measures  the  Parish  will  take  to  supply  the 
desk,  or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Art.  3.  To  see  what  measures  the  Parish  will  take  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Parish,  or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Art.  4.  To  see  what  measures  the  Parish  will  take  to  make  the 
second  payment  for  the  meeting-house,  or  do  anything  in  relation  to 
the  same. 

Art.  5.  To  see  what  measures  the  Parish  will  take  to  level  the 
grounds  around  the  meeting-house,  or  do  anything  in  relation  to 
the  same. 

Art.  C.  To  see  if  the  Parish  will  authorize  the  Building  Committee 
to  purchase  one  of  Blaney's  improved  furnaces  to  warm  the  house,  or 
do  anything  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Art.  7.  To  see  if  the  Parish  will  choose  a  committee  to  draft  some 
by-laws  for  the  Parish,  or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  your  doings  at  the  time 
and  place  specified  as  above.  STEPHEN    CUTTER, 

JOHN   FISK, 
HARRISON  PARKER, 
Parish  Committee. 


Woburn,  September  28,  1810. 

The  Parish  meeting  was  holden  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  warrant. 

The  Clerk,  having  called  the  meeting  to  order,  read  the  warrant, 
together  with  a  return  of  his  doings  on  said  warrant,  proceeded  to 
collect  the  votes  for  Moderator. 

1.  Nathan  B.  Johnson  was  chosen  Moderator,  and  by  request 
opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

2.  Voted,  That  the  Parish  Committee  be  authorized  to  supply  the 
desk,  and  voted  that  two  be  added  to  said  committee,  and  Deacon 
B.  F.  Thompson  and  Marshall  AYvman  were  added. 

3.  Voted,  That  the  Parish  Collector  be  instructed  to  draw  up  a 
paper  and  present  it  to  all  the  members  of  the  Parish  to  procure  a 
subscription  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Parish. 

-1.  Voted,  That  the  subscribers  for  pews  be  called  upon  to  pay  an 
assessment  of  twenty-five  dollars  on  their  pews. 

5.  1roted,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  hire  one  thousand 
dollars  to  make  the  second  payment  on  the  house. 
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6.  Voted,  That  the  Building'  Committee  be  instructed  to  get  the 
ground  around  the  meeting-house  leveled,  free  of  expense  to  the 
Parish  if  they  can . 

7.  Voted,  That  the  Building  Committee  be  instructed  to  warm  the 
meeting-house  in  such  way  as  they  think  proper. 

8.  Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  to  draft  some  by-laws  for  the 
Parish,  and  B.  F.  Thompson,  Loring  Emerson,  Marshall  Wyman 
were  chosen  said  committee. 

9.  Voted,  To  dissolve  the  meeting. 

Attest,  SUMNER  BICIIAPDSON,  Clerk. 


Some  of  the  results  of  the  foregoing  action  appear  in  the 
following  items,  which  are  of  historical,  not  to  say  diverting, 
interest.  Yet  as  pictures  of  the  times  and  indications  of  the 
pecuniary  condition  of  the  community,  as  well  as  of  the 
measure  applied  to  certain  public  services,  they  are  too  valu- 
able to  be  omitted  from  such  a  history  as  this. 

The  amount  first  acknowledged  upon  the  treasurer's  book, 
as  the  result  of  the  subscription  ordered  in  the  third  vote, 
above,  was  895,  under  date  of  December  31,  1840. 

This  subscription-paper  cannot  now  be  found  ;  but  if  we 
wrould  measure  correctly  the  efforts  made  in  these  beginnings 
of  the  first  religious  society  in  Winchester,  we  must  bear  in 
mind  that  the  means  of  these  pioneers  were  very  limited,  and 
that  the  small  sums  of  money  named  in  the  record  of  these 
efforts  were  relatively  large  in  fact.  They  signified  struggles 
in  accumulating  means  for  the  actual  necessities  of  themselves 
and  families;  more  than  this,  they  signified  a  high  sense  of 
religious  duty  and  a  self-sacrificing  regard  for  the  welfare 
of  the  community  in  all  time. 

An  original  note  is  before  me,  with  its  various  endorse- 
ments, and,  like  many  a  "  valueless  "  piece  of  paper,  contains 
elements  of  valuable  history.     It  reads  as  follows:  — 

$1,000.  AVoburn,  June  9,  1840. 

For  value  received,  I,  Benjamin   F.  Thompson,  treasurer  of   the 

Woburn  South  Congregational  Society,  promise  to  pay  Peleg  Law- 
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fence,  or  order,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  on  demand,  and  inter- 
est at  five  per  cent,  per  annum. 

(Signed)-  B.  F.  THOMPSON. 

The  endorsements  are  as  follows  :  — - 
I 

June  9th  1841  Received  One  Year's  Int.  $50.00 

June  9th  1842  Re'd  One  Year's  Interest  50.00 

June  9th  1843  Re'd  One  Year's  Int.  50.00 

Oct.  14th  1844  Received  five  hundred  fifty  dollars,  in  part,  550.00 

Then  follow  other  figures  of  interest  to  "April  1,  1845," 
at  which  date  the  note  appears  to  have  been  surrendered  as 
fully  paid. 

The  sums  named,  the  dates,  the  rate  of  interest,  punc- 
tuality of  payments,  as  well  as  the  name  of  the  money- 
lender, are  all  instructive  as  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
Parish  at  the  commencement  of  this  enterprise. 

As  instructed  by  vote  No.  6,  above,  the  building  committee 
were  to  "  get  the  ground  around  the  meeting-house  leveled 
free  of  expense  to  the  Parish,"  if  tliey  could. 

Money  should  not  be  paid  for  what  could  be  done  without 
it.  The  ordinary  expenses  of  maintaining  public  worship  — 
the  preaching,  and  incidentals  of  many  kinds  —  could  not  be 
•  •  met  by  muscle,  cattle,  and  tools.  Money  for  these  was  a 
necessity,  and  it  was  raised  by  voluntary  subscription,  until 
such  time  as  pews  might  be  taxed  for  the  whole  or  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  requirement. 

But  here  was  an  opportunity  for  something  better  than 
money.  At  the  summons  given  by  the  building  com- 
mittee, who,  one  and  all,  with  inspiring  zeal  brought  their 
own  muscle  and  tools  to  the  work,  there  was  a  general 
gathering  of  the  men  and  boys  of  the  Society.  He  who  had 
oxen  and  cart,  or  a  horse  and  cart,  or  a  wheelbarrow,  or  at 
most  a  shovel,  hoe,  or  pick,  or  in  the  lack  of  such  property 
whoever  had  a  pair  of  hands,  —  all  rallied  to  uproot  the  small 
pines  that  crowned  that  hill,  and  dig  down  the    unsightly 
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cone  of  sand  and  gravel,  to  distribute  and  reduce  to  an 
appropriate  and  comely  grade  the  unsightly  mass.  Even 
the  boys  "  had  a  mind  to  work."  They  could  lead  the 
horses  to  the  dump,  could  run  of  errands,  bring  refreshing 
drinks  to  the  toiling  deacons,  squires,  doctors,  mechanics, 
tradesmen,  and  farmers,  who  were  all  there  and  side  by  side 
digging,  picking,  shoveling  (or  advising).  Among  these 
boys,  Samuel  B.  White,  William  A.  Wyman,  William  L. 
Emerson,  Warren  Johnson,  Henry  Simonds.,  Isaac  Holmes 
Kendall,  Abijah  Thompson,  William  Henry  White,  Edward 
F.  Kendall,  Stephen  Hall  Cutter,  Nathaniel  A.  Richardson, 
and  Horatio  Symmes  are  remembered. 

The  hill  "  difficulty  "  was  effectively  conquered  and  con- 
verted by  these  many  willing  bands  into  the  graceful  site 
which  is  not  often  surpassed  in  appropriateness  and  beauty. 

Another  illustration  of  the  ways  of  these  fathers,  who  were 
to  build  a  house  the  cost  of  which  was  "not  to  exceed 
8Jr,500,"  is  found  in  the  following  report  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  Society  when  the  work  was  brought  to  completion. 


AMOUNT  OF  BILLS  FOE  BUILDING  MEETING-HOUSE. 

Contract  with 

Gardner  Symmes  $ 

G.  Symmes's  bill  for  extra 

work 
Joseph  Hunnewell,  work 
Alvah  Hatch 
Nathan  Jaquith 
Nathan  Adams 

A.  Benjamin 

B.  F.  Thompson 
Stephen  Nichols 
J.Fisk 

80,859.90 


M.  Griswold 

$50.00 

800.00 

Zachariah  Symmes 

28.80 

Gilman  Chandler 

110.83 

135.00 

Foster,  Lawrence  Sc  Co. 

81.10 

42.00 

Sumner  Richardson 

151.00 

52.17 

A.  Blanchard 

292.85 

6.41 

Sullivan  Cutter 

8.49 

133.86 

Caleb  Richardson 

29.01 

50.00 

S.  &  H.  Cutter 

53.84 

100.00 

Land 

225.00 

299.50 

N.  B.  &  F.  Johnson 

31.07 

140.00 

Stilhnan  Fierce 

20.50 

Parish  History. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  SALE  OF  PEWS. 


Marshall  Wyman , 
Wid.  Lucy  Wyman 
Stephen  Symmes 
Thomas  Richardson 
Lutlier  Elliott 
Harrison  Parker 
Sullivan  Cutter 
Stephen  Swan 
Andrew  Cutter 
John  Symmes 
Horatio  Symmes 
John  Buxton 
Alvah  Hatch 
Thomas  Collins 
Sam']  B.  White 
Stephen  Cutter 
Stephen  Nichols 
Henry  Cutter 
Stillman  Pierce 
Isaac  Shattuck 
Joshua  Richardson 


220 

Francis  Johnson 

146 

210 

Zachariah  Symmes 

141 

134 

Francis  Johnson,  Jr. 

144 

121.50 

N.  B.  Johnson 

152.50 

110 

Elizabeth  Richardson 

110 

165 

Joseph  B.  Symmes 

159 

142 

Thomas  Hutchin  son 

136 

207.50 

Samuel  Smith 

110 

137 

Johnson  Symmes 

107 

130 

Horace  Hatch 

125 

DO 

William  Richard  son 

100 

110 

John  Cutter 

151 

163.50 

John  Fisk 

133 

125 

Hervey  Wilbur 

177.50 

131 

B.  F.  Thompson,  2  pews 

365 

213 

Sumner  Richardson 

128 

120 

Jefferson  Ford 

182.50 

207.50 

John  II.  Coates 

143 

116 

Matthew  Griswold 

86.50 

130 

Calvin  Richardson 

100 

100 

5,945 


It  is  here  seen,  that  although  the  receipts  from  the  sale  of 
pews  exceeded  by  more  than  81,400  the  sum  named  in  the 
subscription  for  the  same  already  copied,  yet  it  fell  far  short 
of  the  cost  of  construction.  However,  as  the  sale  was  doubt- 
less devised  upon  the  same  plan  which  governed  similar  pro- 
ceedings when  the  church,  was  rebuilt  after  the  fire,  —  the 
pews  being  appraised  to  meet  the  entire  cost  of  construction, 
—  it  is  indeed  notable  that  so  large  a  sum  should  have  been 
realized  at  the  first  sale. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  pew  is  regarded  as  real 
estate,  subject  to  the  same  conditions  of  title  and  conveyance 
as  a  farm,  in  all  essential  particulars  —  its  record  in  the 
parish-book  having  legal  effect  equivalent  to  the  registry 
required  of  other  real  estate. 
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The  following  form  was  used  in  this  Parish  at  its  com- 
mencement. 

Know  all  men  by  these  Presents. 

That  I,  Benj.  F.  Thompson,,  of  the  town  of  Woburn,  being  author- 
ized as  treasurer  of  the  South  Congregational  Parish,  in  said  town, 
by  the  members  of  said  Parish,  in  their  behalf,  to  sell  and  convey  the 
pews  in  their  meeting-house  in  said  Woburn  belonging  to  said  Parish, 

in  the  County,  etc.     Therefore  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  $ , 

paid   by  ,  the  receipt   whereof,  ...  do  hereby,  in  behalf    of 

said  Parish,  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  and  convey  unto  the  said  , 

his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  one  certain  pew  situated  in  said 
Meeting  House,  on  the  floor  of  said  house,  and  marked  number  — : 
To  have  and  to  hold  the  above-granted  Premises  with  the  privileges 

and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging  to  said  ,  heirs,  and  assigns, 

to  his  and  their  use  forever.     And  I  the  said  ,  in  behalf  of  the 

Members  of  said  Parish,  do  covenant  with  the  said ,  heirs,  etc.,  that 

said  Parish  is  lawfully  seized  in  fee  of  the  above-granted  Premises; 
that  they  are  free  from  all  encumbrance;  that  they  have  good  right 
to  sell,  etc.,  and  that  they  will,  and  their  successors  shall,  Warrant  and 
Defend  the  same,  to  the  said .  I 

Dated,  executed,  witnessed,   and  delivered,  with  the  formalities  J 

common  to  all  such  Deeds  of  Peal  Estate. 

The  first  entry  upon  the  treasurer's  book  of  money  paid 
for  pews  purchased  is  as  follows  :  — 

Jan.  11,  1841. 

To  cash  received  from  Lucy  Wyman  for  Pew,  8100.00 

This  Lucy  Wyman  was  a  widow,  and  the  mother  of  the 
late  Joseph  Wyman. 

Upon  the  Church  Records  (vol.  i,  p.  9),  there  is  found 
a  summary  of  the  costs  of  this  church-edifice,  as  follows :  — 

Cost  of  Meeting-House  exclusive  of  several  gifts  was  $6,973.22 

A  Pulpit  for  the  Church,  from  Harrison  Parker,  valued  at  GOO. 00 

A  Pulpit  for  the  Vestry  from  the  Messrs.  Cutter       ,,  „  200.00 

A  Chandelier  and  set  of  lamps  from  individuals        ,,  ,, 

A  Bell  from  individuals  „  ,,  300.00 

Communion  Service  from  individuals l  „  ,,  108.00 

Bible  for  the  Church  from  E.  P.  Fisk  „  ,,  14.00 

1  The  Rev,  Luther  Wright  contributed  the  larger  part  of  this  amount.  This  com- 
munion service  was  selected  by  the  brothers  Stephen  and  Henry  Cutter  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Wright. 
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Bible  for  the  Vestry  from  John   Symmes  valued  at 

Hymn-Book  from  Mrs.  Charles  Riissell 

Lightning  Hod,  from  N.  B.  Johnson 

Brick  Walk  and  labor  from  B.  F.  Thompson 

Double  Bass  Viol  from  individuals 

A  Carpet  from  the  Ladies 

A  Clock  from  the  Young"  Ladies 


This  summary  seems  not  to  have  been  completed,  as  it  is 
not  footed  up,  and  space  is  left  apparently  for  further 
entries. 

The  bell  named  above  is  credited  to  individuals.  It  was 
procured,  according  to  the  memory  of  some  of  our  citizens, 
in  the  following  manner.  It  was  hanging  in  an  old  and 
unused  church  at  Waltham,  and  such  was  the  weakened 
condition  of  the  building  in  which  it  hung  that  it  was  con- 
sidered unsafe  to  remove  it.  Consequently  it  had  been  so 
long  silent  that  its  Waltham  neighbors  had  nearly  forgotten 
its  excellent  melody.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was 
offered  to  the  Winchester  Parish,  at  a  price  much  below  its 
actual  value,  provided  the  purchasers  would  assume  all  the 
risk  of  removing  it  from  the  dilapidated  belfry. 

Deacon  Nathan  B.  Johnson  undertook  the  perilous  task 
with  the  assistance  of  Colonel  Samuel  B.  White  ;  while 
Deacon  Benjamin  F.  Thompson  and  the  brothers  Stephen 
and  Henry  Cutter  supplied  the  purchase-money. 

Messrs.  Johnson  and  White  ascended  to  the  bell-deck 
with  the  necessary  rigging,  and  by  skilful  engineering  the 
bell  was  taken  down  and  safely  deposited  in  Deacon  John- 
son's big  wagon,  and  drawn  by  his  three  horses,  with  Rufus 
Cass  for  driver,  to  its  new  destination. 

There  it  was  again  raised  and  mounted  by  the  same  inter- 
ested engineers.  New  ironwork,  to  some  extent,  was  sup- 
plied from  Deacon  Johnson's  blacksmith-shop ;  and  these 
various  labors  were  the  Deacon's  contribution  to  the  cost 
of  the  bell. 
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Its  weight  was  about  900  pounds,  and  its  tone  is  reported 
to  have  been  k'  wonderfully  clear  "  and  melodious. 

While  the  church  was  burning  (March  23,  1853),  it  tolled 
its  own  departing  knell  and  that  of  the  beautiful  house,  until 
the  advancing  flames  destroyed  the  rope  —  which  had  been 
passed  out  of  a  window  to  aid  in  spreading  the  alarm. 

More  realistic  than  the  fancied  "  last  and  sweetest  note  " 
of  the  dying  swan,  on  this  its  last  Sabbath,  and  almost  to  its 
very  last  hour,  in  the  midst  of  the  roaring  flames  and  crash- 
ing walls,  its  tones  were  as  sweet  and  significant  of  its  sacred 
functions  as  when  they  had  summoned  to  worship  during 
so  many  years  of  the  past. 

The  following  report  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  Par- 
ish, rendered  at  the  meeting  in  April,  1841,  like  the  preced- 
ing report,  exhibits  names,  offices,  methods,  and  resources  of 
historic  value :  — 

Account  of  expenditures  and  receipts  of  the  S.  C.  Parish  from 
October  1,  1840,  to  April  l,;i841:  — 

Cash  paid  for  supplying  desk  to  April  1,  1841.  G  months,    8107.00 

do.         Joseph  Gould  for  singing,  50.00 

do.         for  wood,  39.00 

do.         for  oil,  '                    29.34 

do.         Nathan  Jaquith,  Jr.,  Sexton,  25.50 

do.         for  printing,  9.50 


$350.34 


Contra. 
Cash  received  of  S.  B.  White  as  collected  by  sub- 
scription to  April  1,  $272.86 
Leaving  balance  unpaid  of  77.48     $350.34 

Following  this  is  the  first  annual   report    of    the    Parish 
Treasurer, — April,  1842,  —  on  the  same  sheet  of  paper:  — 

Account  of  expenditures  and  receipts  of  S.  C.  Parish  from  April 
1,  1841,  to  April  1,  1812:  — 
Rev.  Mr.  Smith's  salary,  $700.00 

Joseph  Gould,  singing,  .  100.00 
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N.  Jaquith,  Jr.,  Sexton,  $50.00 
Books  for  the  use  of  singers,  25.50 

Building  chimneys  and  furnaces,  .  GO.  13 


$925.6,' 


Contra. 

Cash  received  of  S.  B.  White,  taxes,  $619.39 

do.            subscriptions,  123.S0 

Balance,  182.44    $925.63 

And  on  the  same  sheet  also  :  — 

Account  for  the  year  April,  1812,  to  April,  1843:  — 

Key.  Mr.  Smith's  salary,  $700.00 

Singing  expenses,  100.00 

Abijah  Thompson,  Sexton,  40.00 

Assessment  for  insurance,  8.55 

Incidentals,  33.24 


$881.69 


Contra. 
Received  of  Loring  Emerson,  taxes  $563.72 

I  do.        of  individuals  by  subscript  ion1 

! 

SUMMARY.2 

May  12,  1840.  The  inhabitants  of  South  Woburn  met  and  voted 
"  that  it  is  expedient  to  form  a  new  religions  society,  to  be  called  the 
Soutli  "Woburn  Congregational  Society." 

May  19,  1840.  It  was  voted  "  To  proceed  to  form  a  regular 
organization,  and  a  committee  was  raised  to  carry  this  resolution 
into  effect/' 

They  petitioned  for  a  warrant  to  call  a  meeting'  for  the  formation 
of  a  religious  society. 

This  warrant  was  issued  by  Colonel  Leonard  Thompson,  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  May  22,  1840. 

June  1,  1840.     The  Parish  was  organized. 

December  21,  1840.  By-laws  were  adopted.  Article  V  is:  "In 
the  choice  of  a  minister,  the  Church  connected  with  this  Society  shall, 
in  all  cases,  have  the  right  of  nomination,  and  a  call  shall  be  given 
only  by  a  concurrent  vote  of  the  Society." 

December  30,  1840.    The  house  was  dedicated. 

1  The  account  not  completed. 

2  Church  Records,  p.  8. 
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NOTIFICATION    OF   PROPOSED    HIGHWAY. 

To  understand  the  following,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
the  road  proposed  was  the  short  one  leading  across  the  south- 
erly end  of  the  Parish  ground  bought  of  Thomas  Collins, 
extending  from  the  schoolhouse  in  Ward  No.  5,  which  then 
stood  where  Dr.  Daniel  March  now  resides,  to  the  burial- 
ground,  then  in  the  rear  of  the  church  (The  Winchester 
Record,  p.  73).  G.  c. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  8.  C.  Parish,  in  Wbbum: —  I 

This  is  to  notify  you  that  we  have  been  petitioned  by  James  Bridge 
and  others  to  lay  out  a  new  town  way,  commencing  near  the  schoolhouse 
in  Ward  No.  .3,  and  running  to  the  burial-ground  in  South  Woburn. 
We  shall  meet  and  view  the  same  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  day  of  October 
next,  at  three  o'clock  p.m.,  and  lay  it  out  if  we  think  it  expedient. 

•      B.   F.   THOMPSON, 
JAMES   TWEED, 
JOHN  TIDD, 
Woburn,  October  G,  1S4G.  Selectmen  of  Woburn. 


CHOICE    OF    DEACONS.      SOUTH   CONGREGA- 
TIONAL  CHURCH.1 

Woburn,  December  31,  1840. 
Meeting  of  the  church.     Chose  Stephen  Cutter  as  Mod- 
erator.    Meeting  Opened  with  prayer, 

Voted,  That  we  proceed  to  the  choice  of  deacons. 

The  choice  resulted  in  the  election  of  Nathan  B.  Johnson, 
Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Marshal  Wyman,  Deacons. 

1  South  Congregational  Church  Records,  vol.  i,  p.  '20. 
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THE    FIRST   CONGREGATIONAL    CHURCH    IN 
WINCHESTER.1 

BY   GEORGE   COOKE. 

In  observance  of  the  chronological  order  adopted  in  this 
magazine,  such  facts  of  record  are  to  be  here  introduced  as 
may  connect  and  continue  the  sketch  found  in  vol.  i,  page  60. 

By  reference  to  that  sketch  it  will  be  seen  that  the  first 
movement  toward  the  formation  of  a  church  in  this  village 
was  a  meeting  held  to  consider  the  subject  at  the  schoolhouse 
in  Ward  No.  0,  March  S,  1839,  resulting  in- a  petition  that  it 
might  be  considered  by  the  Church  (that  is,  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  Woburn  First  Parish). 

The  first  entry  in  the  Book  of  Records  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church,  Winchester,  is  as  follows  :  — 

March  3,  a.d.  1839. 

•At  a  meeting  held  at  the  schoolhouse  in  "Ward No.  0,  South  Woburn, 
by  individuals  belonging  to  the  Congregational  Church  in  Woburn, 
to  consider  the  subject  of  forming  another  Orthodox  Congregational 
Church :  — 

Chose  Brother  Zachariah  Symmes  as  chairman. 

After  discussing  the  subject,  it  was  voted  that  we  petition  the 
'Church  as  a  body  to  take  tins  matter  into  consideration.  It  was  voted 
that  Brothers  B.  F.  Thompson,  N.  B.  Johnson,  and  Stephen  Cutter  be 
a  committee  to  draft  a  petition  and  report  the  same  at  an  adjourned 
meeting. 

Adjourned  one  week. 

The  next  following  is  :  — 

March  10,  1839. 
The  committee  chosen  at  the  last  meeting  to  draft  a  petition  request- 
ing the  Congregational  Church  in  Woburn  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  church  in  South  Woburn  reported  the  following 
petition :  — 

1  Compiled  from  vol.  i  of  the  Church  Records. 


THE 

NEWBERRY 

library 

CHICAGO 

102  The  Winchester  Record. 

To  the  Congregational  Church  in  Woburn:  — 

Dear  Brethren,  —  We,  Die  subscribers,  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Woburn,  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration 
the  following"  inquiry :  —  "  •  I 

Has  not  the  time  arrived  when  the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  good  of 
souls  require  that  there  should  be  another  Orthodox  Congregational 
Church  established  in  this  town? 

In  submitting  for  your  consideration  the  above  solemn  and  impor- 
tant inquiry,  we  would  offer  the  following  reasons,1  namely:  — 

1.  The  cause  of  Orthodox  Congregationalism  requires  it.  Our 
meeting-house  has  become  too  strait  for  us.  Many  are  turning  to 
other  denominations  or  absenting  themselves  from  the  house  of  God, 
from  want  of  seats.  Is  it  not  our  bounden  duty,  not  only  to  remove 
every  obstacle  whereby  our  fellow-men  are,  or  may  be,  deprived  of  the 
means  of  grace,  but  to  employ  those  means  which  we  believe  are  in 
accordance  with  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  and  the  example  of  the 
primitive  Christians? 

2.  This  town  has,  for  the  last  six  years,  constantly  and  rapidly 
increased  in  population.  The  whole  population  of  the  town  will  not, 
probably,  at  this  time  fall  much  short  of  three  thousand  souls.  The 
houses  of  evangelical  worship  do  not  accommodate  more  than  one 
third  of  this  population.  And  should  our  present  house  of  worship 
be  enlarged,  or  a  new  one  built,  the  probability  is  that  it  would  be 
but  a  short  time  before  we  should  find  ourselves  in  the  same  straitened 
condition. 

3.  That  part  of  the  town  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  meeting- 
house has  become  a  thickly  settled  village,  and  is  constantly 
increasing,  thus  affording  ample  means  to  fill  up  again,  should  we 
divide. 

4.  The  peculiar  location  of  this  Church  and  Society,  —  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  them  located  in,  and  adjacent  to,  the  South  Arill age, 
which  village  is  fast  increasing  in  population,  and  may  be  reasonably 
expected  to  become  a  thickly  settled  place.  Most  of  the  heads  of 
families  and  leading  men  are  members  of  this  Church  and  Society, 
and  favorable  to  the  religious  principles  we  believe  to  accord  with 
the  Bible,  thus  rendering  it  easy  now  to  establish  the  faith  we  profess 
to  love. 

•5.    Our  convenience.    Although  as  followers  and  disciples  of  the  -     . 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  ought  always  to  be  ready  to  sacrifice  our  own 
convenience  for  the  good  of  his  cause,  yet  it  is  right  to  seek  our  own 
better  accommodation  if  it  does  not  militate  against  duty. 

1  The  statement  of  reasons  here  following  is  extended  over  several  pages,  and  our 
present  spate  restricts  us  to  an  abstract  embracing  the  substance  of  it. 
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Although  a  Christian  will  make  the  small  sacrifice  of  convenience, 
yet  there  is  another  class,  an  interesting  one,  mostly  young  people, 
those  shortly  to  fill  our  places  in  society,  and  who  are  to  mould  by 
their  example  and  exertions  the  coming  generations,  who  will  but 
seldom  go  so  far  to  meeting,  yet  would  be  likely  to  attend  con- 
stantly the  public  worship  of  God  if  we  should  enjoy  here  the 
stated  means  of  grace. 

Dearly  beloved  Brethren:  The  above  arc  some  of  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  us  to  ask  of  you  the  consideration  of  the 
above  inquiry. 

Dear  Brethren,  should  we  after  careful  investigation  and  prayerful 
deliberation,  now.  or  at  any  future  time,  come  to  the  conclusion  to 
take  so  important  a  step,  let  us  do  it  in  the  spirit  of  love  and  Christian 
fellowship,  feeling  that  we  have  a  common  cause,  one  Faith,  one 
Lord,  one  Baptism,  bearing  each  other's  burdens,  and  so  fulfilling  the 
law  of  Christ. 

All  which  we  respectfully  submit,  and  subscribe  ourselves  your 
brethren  and  fellow-laborers  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 

This  petition  was  accepted  and  signed  as  follows :  — 

Benjamin  F.  Thompson.  Timothy  W.  Mead, 

Stephen  Cutter.  Francis  Johnson. 

Zachariah  Symmes.  Francis  Johnson,  Jr. 

Horatio  Symmes.  Caleb  Richard-sou. 

Samuel  S.  Richardson.  John  Robinson; 

Nathan  B.  Johnson.  Artemas  Mead. 

Joseph  B.  Symmes.  Nathan  Jaquith. 

Sullivan  Cutter.  Oliver  R.  Clark. 

Samuel  B.  White.  Ruf  us  Wade. 

Sumner  Richardson.  Alvah  Hatch. 
William  T.  Perry. 

The  same  committee  were  authorized  to  present  the  petition  to  the 
Church.     The  meeting  was  then  dissolved. 

The  foregoing  petition  was  presented  to  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Woburn,  and  on  the  21st  day  of  March.  1839,  the  Church  held  a 
meeting  for  acting  on  the  same.  Whereupon  the  following  resolution 
was  offered :  — 

Mesolved,  That  the  time  has  come  when  there  ought  to  be  another 
Congregational   Church    established   in   this   town,   as    soon   as  the 
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necessary  funds  can  be  procured  to  carry  the  same  properly  into 
effect. 

No  action  was  taken  on  this  resolution.  The  petitioners  were 
requested  to  express  their  wishes,  at  the  next  meeting,  more  explicitly 
than  in  the  foregoing  petition. 

Adjourned  for  one  week.1 

More  than  one  year  elapsed  from  the  date  of  the  proceed- 
ings now  narrated  before  the  parent  church  would  entertain 
the  question  of  division. 

In  the  meantime  another  petition  was  framed  and  pre- 
sented, March  28,  1839,  at  a  meeting  adjourned  as  above,  in 
response  to  the  request  that  the  petitioners  would  make 
known  their  wants  and  feelings  in  more  explicit  terms. 

From  this  second  petition  we  select  the  following  expres- 
sions :  — 

You  ask  us  what  are  our  wants  and  feelings  on  this  subject?  We 
answer :  — 

We  want  the  stated  means  of  grace  —  the  preached  word  and  the 
ordinances  of  the  gospel  in  that  part  of  the  town  where  we  live. 

That  the  feeble  among  us  and  those  who  have  not  the  means  of 
conveyance  may  be  better  accommodated.  That  persons  of  good 
moral  character  and  sound  religious  principles  may  be  induced  to 
come  and  settle  with  us. 

That  the  multitude  among  us  whose  sense  of  duty  and  love  of  the 
commands  of  God  are  not  powerful  enough  to  induce  them  to  go  so 
far  to  meeting  may  have  the  gospel  brought  to  them. 

That  our  sons  and  daughters  may  be  delivered  from  the  influence  of 
that  example  which  springs  from  neglected  means  of  grace. 

That  the  great  and  increasing  moral  and  religious  wants  of  this 
whole  town  may  be  the  better  supplied. 

That  the  great  amount  of  Christian  talent  which  we  believe  is 
possessed  by  the  members  of  this  Church  may  be  brought  into  more 
active  exercise. 

Finally,  that  sinners  may  be  converted,  souls  saved,  and  God 
glorified. 

Do  you  still  ask,  What  do  you  want  of  us?  We  answer,  That  if  it 
should  appeal-  to  be  duty  to  divide,  we  want  your  assistance  in  devis- 

1  Church  Records,  vol.  i,  p.  5. 
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ing  such  means  as  will  bring  about  this  desirable  object  in  that  way 
which  will  be  least  burdensome  to  us  all.     We  only  ask  you  to  grant 
us  that  liberality  which  you  have  exercised  towards  other  churches. 
We  also  want  your  prayers. 

The  record  of  this  petition  is  concluded  upon  the  seventh 
page  of  the  Church  Records,  where  the  same  names  of  the 
petitioners  arc  appended  as  are  given  above. 

When  this  petition  was  presented  to  the  church,  the  expe- 
diency of  colonizing  was  again  discussed,  and  without  taking 
any  final  action  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  April  11, 1840, 
more  than  one  year  in  the  future. 

The  result  of  the  meeting  of  the  Woburn  Church,  April 
11,  1840,  is  thus  expressed  upon  the  Winchester  Church 
Records,  page  7. 

April  11,  1840. 

At  a  meeting1  of  the  Church  in  Woburn  this  subject  was  still  dis- 
missed.    The  following  resolution  was  offered :  — 

Resolred,  That  if  a  part  of  our  brethren  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
separate  from  this,  and  form  another  Church  in  this  town,  we  will 
extend  to  them  the  hand  of  fellowship. 

Both  this  and  the  first  resolution  offered  were  withdrawn,  on  the 
ground  that  they  contemplated  a  division  of  the  Church,  which  was 
deemed  inexpedient  by  the  majority.  This  whole  subject  was  dismissed 
by  the  Church. 

Thus  we  have,  in  another  form,  the  same  reluctance  to  the 
separate  existence  of  Woburn  South  Village  which  mani- 
fested itself  so  strenuously  when  the  question  of  the  incor 
poration  of  Winchester  arose.  {The  Winchester  Record, 
vol.  i,  pp.  312-332.) 

The  mother-church,  as  well  as  the  mother-town,  was 
naturally  reluctant  to  part  with  her  children,  and  old  eyes 
failed  to  appreciate  the  visions  so  attractive  to  the  younger 
ones.  Losses  they  could  comprehend;  gains  were  a  little 
too  remote  for  their  convex  spectacles.  Yet  the  time  was 
soon  to  come  when  maternal  instinct  and  filial  affection  should 
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compose  all  differences,  overcome  all  difficulties,  and  bear  the 
fairest  fruit  of  Christian  love. 

While  the  church  question  was  thus  in  abeyance,  the  pur- 
poses of  the  original  movers  were  constantly  pursued. 
Preparations  Avere  made  to  establish  in  the  South  Arillage  a 
new  religious  society,  and  on  May  12,  1840,  measures  were 
taken,  as  seen  in  the  preceding  article  on  "Parish  History," 
to  effect  this  purpose. 

The  regularly  organized  Parish,  with  adequate  provision 
for  a  house  of  worship,  proved  a  complete  solution  of  the 
question  first  proposed  to  the  mother-church,  and  on  the 
11th  of  October,  1840,  was  held  the  meeting  in  the  vestry  of 
the  new  church-building,  at  which  the  customary  measures 
were  taken  to  form  the  resident  members  of  the  old  into  a 
new  church.  As  a  necessary  step  the  letter  which  is 
printed  in  The  Winchester  Record  (vol.  i,  p.  61)  was  signed 
by  one  hundred  persons  and  forwarded  to  the  mother-church. 
To  this  letter  the  following  answer  was  returned:  — 

Woburn,  November  2,  1810. 

Whereas,  the  following  persons  have  requested  a  dismission  from 

the  Congregational  Church  in  this  place,  to  the  end  that  they  might  he 

constituted  the  South  Congregational  Church  in~Wobtirn,it  was  voted 

that  their  request  be  granted. 

Here  the  names  are  recited  as  given  in  The  Winchester 
Record  (pp.  62  and  63). 

The  above  are  recommended  as  in  good  and  regular  standing;  and 
when  organized  into  a  distinct  Church,  their  connection  with  this 
Church  will  he  dissolved.  JOSEPH   BENNETT, 

Pastor  Congregational  Church. 

The  continuation  <>f  this  compilation  from  the  Church 
Records  is  in  the  form  of  a  paper  prepared  by  Charles 
Nelson  Dodge,  intended  for  reading  before  the  Society  at 
its  October  meeting,  but  deferred.     With  this  paper  it  has 
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become  necessary  to  take  some  liberties,  in  consequence  of 
his  absence  from  town,  and  the  presentation  of  so  much 
that  precedes,  chronologically,  the  historical  matter  he  .has 
presented. 

Mr.  Dodge's  sketch  commences  with  the  meeting  in  the 
vestry  of  the  uncompleted  house,  October  11,  1840,  men- 
tioned above,  which  he  calls  (and  properly  considered  as 
the  first  step  toward  actual  organization)  "  the  first  meeting." 

"In  reading  the  early  proceedings  of  this  church,  one  is 
much  impressed  with  the  simplicity  of  their  aims  and  meth- 
ods, and  the  cordial  unity  of  the  brethren  in  counsel  and 
action.  There  was  no  clashing  of  opinions  or  advocated 
measures,  all  literally  working  together  in  a  well-compre- 
hended and  sharply-defined  common  purpose. 

"  This  meeting  of  October  11,  1810,  was  simply  a  gather- 
ing of  church-members  desiring  to  organize  themselves  into 
a  distinct  church  in  South  Woburn.  The  subject  had  been 
upon  their  thoughts  more  than  a  year,  and  the  reluctance  of 
the  parent  church,  which  led  it  to  refuse  their  several 
requests,  had  evidently  tended  to  promote  their  unity  of 
feeling  and  given  them  a  clearer  perception  of  the  importance 
of  their  united  action.  It  had  become  clearly  necessary  that 
the}'  should  form  a  new  church,  as  the  new  Society,  or  Parish, 
and  the  new  house  of  worship  were  already  fixed  facts. 
•  u  At  this  meeting  the  first  work  to  be  done  was  to  procure 
dismissal,  in  regular  form,  from  the  parent  church,  and  to 
this  end  a  request  for  letters  of  dismissal  must  be  made 
according  to  Congregational  usage.  A  committee  was 
appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Benjamin  F.  Thompson, 
Nathan  B.  Johnson,  and  Marshall  Wyman,  to  prepare  and 
present  a  letter  requesting  dismission  from  the  church  in 
Woburn." 

On  the  8th  of  November  following,  the  letter  was  presented 
with  the  signatures  of  "one  hundred  and  two  persons."  This 
letter  and  the  signatures  are  published  in  The  Record  (vol. 
i,  p.  61). 
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An  answer  had  been  received  granting  the  request,  and 
now  the  way  was  open  to  the  common  proceedings  in  such 
cases,  and  at  this  meeting  (November  8th)  a  committee 
consisting  of  the  same  persons  was  appointed  to  prepare  a 
Covenant  and  Articles  of  Faith. 

At  a  meeting  November  15,  1840,  these  were  read,  and 
"  all  were  adopted  except  two,  which  were  deferred  for 
examination  at  the  next  meeting." 

November  18,  1840.  "The  two  articles  above  named 
were  again  discussed,  amended,  and  finally  adopted." 

"  These  Articles  of  Faith  are  the  same  as  those  adopted 
by  the  Congregational  Churches  in  Lowell  in  1821,  except- 
ing the  tenth  and  fourteenth,  in  which  the  language  is  mod- 
ified. The  pronoun  l  you '  was  also  in  all  articles  substituted 
for  <  we.'  " 

As  the  Covenant  and  Articles  of  Faith  were  printed  for 
general  use,  they  are  not  here  quoted  from  the  Book  of 
Records. 

"  The  next  step  in  the  formation  of  the  church  was  the 
Council  of  Churches  which  should  o-iye  it  formal  recognition. 
This  was  held  at  the  house  of  Deacon  Benjamin  F.  Thompson. 
There  were  represented:  the  church  at  South  Beading,  'Rev. 
-Reuben  Emerson,  pastor,  and  Deacon  A.  Bryant,  delegate  ; 
First  Church  in  Woburn,  Rev.  Joseph  Bennett,  pastor,  Deacon 
Charles  Thompson,  delegate  ;  Church  in  Tewksbury.  Rev.  G. 
Coggin,  pastor  ;  Winthrop  Church  in  Charlestown,  Rev.  D. 
Crosby,  pastor.  Deacon  Manning,  delegate  ;  Second  Congre- 
gational Church.  Medford,  Rev.  Abijah  R.  Baker,  pastor. 

"The  Council  was  organized  with  Rev.  Reuben  Emerson  as 
moderator,  and  Rev.  A.  R.  Baker  as  scribe." 

The  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  moderator. 

The  transactions  of  the  brethren  calling  this  Council  were 
then  read,  whereupon  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  brethren  in  relation  to  the 
organization  of  a  new  Church,  and  their  letter  of  dismission  from  the 
First  Church,  are  satisfactory  to  the  Council. 
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The  Creed  and  Covenant  adopted  were  then  read. 

Voted,  That  the  Council  are  satisfied  with  the  Covenant  and  Creed, 
with  the  exception  of  the  fourteenth  Article  of  Faith,  and  that  the 
same  shall  be  the  Creed  and  Covenant  of  this  Church. 

Whereas,  The  Council  are  not  f ally  satisfied  with  the  fourteenth 
Article  of  the  Creed,  because  it  does  not  distinctly  recognize  the 
scriptural  doctrine  of  Infant  Baptism,  yet  from  the  assurance  which 
they  have  received  from  the  Committee  of  these  brethren  and  sisters 
that  they  nearly  all  believe  in  this  doctrine,  and  in  the  hope  that  they 
will,  when  organized,  distinctly  recognize  it  as  early  as  possible  in 
their  Creed,  Covenant,  and  Standing  Rules,  therefore 

Itesolvcd,  That  the  Council  are  ready  to  proceed  to  the  organization 
of  the  Church  upon  their  acknowledging  the  fourteenth  Article  as 
it  now  stands. 

THE   PUBLIC    SERVICES    ASSIGNED. 

Introductory  Prayer,  Rev.  Mr.  Dennis. 
Consecrating  Prayer,  Rev.  G.  Coggin. 
Charge  to  the  Church,  Rev.  R.  Emerson. 
Right  hand  of  Fellowship,  Rev.  A.  R.  Baker. 
Concluding  Prayer,  Rev.  Joseph  Bennett'. 

.  The  public  services  were  held  in  the  vestry.  Eighty-six 
of  the  one  hundred  named  in  the  petition  for  dismissal  from 
the  First  Church  were  present  and  answered  to  them  names, 
and  signified  their  assent  to  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  the 
Covenant,  and  "  the  Moderator  declared  them  a  regular, 
established  Church  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
now  to  be  set  apart  to  their  great  work  by  the  consecrating 
prayer." 

This  was  followed  by  the  administration  of  the  sacrament 
of  the  Lord's  Supper,  in  which  the  moderator  was  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cleveland  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  Bennett. 
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CLERKS   OF   THE   FIRST   CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH.1 


November,  1840.  Deacon  Benjamin  F.  Thompson. 

January  3,  1842.  Rev.  George  P.  Smith. 

January  8,  1845.  Deacon  Benjamin  F.  Thompson. 

January  4,  1847.  Rev.  William  T.  Eustis,  Jr. 

Feb'ry  1G,  1848.  Oliver  Richardson  Clark. 

January  1,  1849.  Rev.  John  M.  Steele. 

January  6,  1851.  David  Youngman. 

January  5,  1853.  Stephen  A.  Holt. 

January  6,  1858.  Rev.  Reuben  T.  Robinson. 

January  4,  I860.  Stephen  Thompson. 


The  last  named  is  now  in  office,  having  served  seventeen 
years. 


1  From  the  Church  Records. 
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South  Wolum  Miscellany. —  Temperance  Societies.      Ill 

SOUTH   WOBURN   MISCELLANY. 

Railroad  Accommodations.  —  As  the  down-train  from 
Lowell  was  stopping  at  the  South  Woburn  station  a  few 
days  since,  a  peculiarly  verdant  countryman  (one  of  the 
passengers)  stepped  up  to  the  conductor  and  saluted  him  as 
follows:  "I  say,  mister,  I've  got  a  cousin  what  lives  down 
the  road  here  a  piece,  and  if  you  can  wait  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes,  I  should  just  like  to  take  a  run  down  to  see  him." 
"  Certainly,"  said  the  conductor,  u  we  always  like  to  accom- 
modate." Off  started  our  friend  in  one  direction,  and  in  a 
minute  or  two,  off  started  the  train  in  the  other.  When  last 
seen  by  the  passengers  the  cousin-hunter  was  running  at  full 
speed  after  the  cars,  hallooing  them  to  stop.  But  as  our 
informant  tells  us  there  was  no  perceptible  diminution  of 
speed,  it  is  presumed  the  man  did  not  overtake  them.  — 
The  Guide-Post,  February  4,  1847. 

GREAT   SALE   OF    LOTS. 

Great  sale  of  building-lots  at  South  Woburn,  this  after- 
noon.    All  should  be  there.  —  The  Guide-Post,  May  27, 1847. 

We  understand  that  the  sale  of  building-lots  at  South 
Woburn,  last  Thursday,  passed  off  remarkably  well —  some 
lots  bringing  as  high  as  eleven  cents  per  foot.  We  are  glad  to 
see  people  beginning  to  appreciate  the  building  qualities  of 
this  pleasant  village. —  The  Guide-Post,  June  3,  1847. 


TEMPERANCE   SOCIETIES.1 
the  woburn  temperance  society.2 

(Total  abstinence  from  intoxicating  drinJcs.J 

The  Woburn  Temperance  Society  was  organized   March' 
28,  1828.     The  total  number  of   members  that   have    been 

1  From  the  Wyraan  Collection  of  Books  and  Manuscripts,  Woburn  Public  Library. 
J  From  the  Annual  Ileport,  April,  1S33. 
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connected  with  the  society  is  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 
Of  this  number  eighteen  have  died;  forty-five  have  removed 
from  town  and  gone  from  under  the  supervision-  of  the 
society;  eleven  have  had  their  names  erased  for  violation 
of  its  rules;  seventy-three  have  colonized  and  formed  another 
society  in  town ;  and  six  hundred  and  sixty-four  remain 
as  members  at  this  time,  April  30,  1833. 

OFFICERS   OF  THE   SOCIETY  FOR   1833. 

President,  Nathan  B.  Johnson;  Vice-presidents,  Charles 
Thompson,  Jason  Richardson;  Secretary,  Benjamin  Cutter; 
Treasurer,  Benjamin  P.  Thompson  ;  Directors,  Loring  Emer- 
son, Zachariah  Richardson,  Ezekiel  Johnson,  Dennis  Monroe, 
Thomas  Skelton. 

RISING  STAR  DIVISION,  SONS  OF  TEMPERANCE. 

Rising  Star  Division,  No.  83,  of  South  Woburn,  chartered 
September  17,  1847.  Instituted  September  27,  1817.  Sur- 
rendered January  7,  1855. 

Rising  Star  Division,  No.  52,  of  Winchester,  chartered 
September  4,  1858.  Instituted  September  9,  1858.  Sur- 
rendered January  10,  1861. 

■  Winchester  Division,  No.  110,  of  Winchester,  chartered 
•May  1,  1874.  Instituted  May  5,  1874.  Surrendered  Febru- 
ary 26,  1876. 

RISING   STAR  DIVISION,  No.  83,   SONS    OF   TEMPERANCE. 

Charter  Memhers,  Thomas  Warland,  Owen  S.  Warland, 
William  Simonds,  Abijah  Thompson,  William  Oilman,  Alvin 
Taylor,  Frank  Kimball,  Isaac  Holmes  Kendall. 

OFFICERS. 

Worthy  Patriarch,  Thomas  Warland ;  Worthy  Associate, 
Alvin  Cheney ;  Treasurer,  Abijah  Thompson ;  Financial 
Scribe,  Owen  S.  Warland ;  Recording  Scribe,  James  Adams ; 
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Assistant  Recording  Scribe,  William  Oilman ;  Conductor, 
William  Simonds ;  Assistant  Conductor,  Isaac  Holmes 
Kendall;  Chaplain,  Edward  F.  Kendall;  Inside  .Sentinel, 
Frank  Kimball ;    Outside  Sentinel,  Edwin  A.  Fessenden. 

RISING  STAE  DIVISION,  No.  52,  SONS  OF    TEMPERANCE. 

A  division  of  the  order  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  was 
instituted  in  Winchester,  on  Thursday  evening,  by  Grand 
Worthy  Patriarch  Stodder,  and  other  members  of  the  Grand 
Division.  The  following  are  the  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year:  W.  P.,  Oliver  R.  Clark;  W.  A.,  K.  W.  Baker;  B.  S., 
F.  F.  Dewey ;  A.  11.  S.,  Stephen  Thompson  ;  T.,  H.  K. 
Stanton;  C,  Abijah  Thompson;  A.  C,  Samuel  M.  Rice; 
I.  S.,  Robert  Crawford;  0.  S.,  Nathan  Jaquith,  Jr.  There 
are  already  thirty  members  enrolled.  We  hope  they  will 
accomplish  much  good,  as  there  is  abundant  room  for  their 
labors.  — Middlesex  Journal,  September  11,  1858. 

RISING   STAR  DIVISION,   No.  52,   SONS   OF  TEMPERANCE. 

Mr.  Editor,  —  Where  are  all  your  Winchester  corre- 
spondents? Can  it  be  possible  that  your  contributors  have 
exhausted  the  several  fountains  of  ideas  ?  or  have  they 
"gone  to  Kansas," 

"With  their  guns  upon  their  shoulder, 
And  their  bayonets  by  their  side," 

to  hunt  fortunes  and  border  ruffians,  as  others  of  our  valiant 
citizens  have  done  ? 

For  several  weeks,  I  have  examined  the  pages  of  your 
journal,  with  the  insane  hope  of  discovering  therein  some 
notice  of  a  remarkable  astronomical  event  which  has  occurred 
in  tliis  village.  A  new  luminary  has  made  its  debut  in  our 
social  firmament;  a  bright  and  shining  star,  which  promises 
to  illuminate  the  dim  and  cloudy  universe  of  our  sociability 
with    an    unwonted    brilliancy.     This    evanescent    wonder 
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is  the  Rising  Star  Division,  No.  52,  Sons  of  Temperance. 
Thus  far,  all  the  auspices  have  been  favorable.  Many  of 
our  most  influential  citizens  have  vigorously  entered  upon 
this  enterprise  — "  The  aged  for  counsel,  and  the  young 
for  war.1" 

The  ladies  also,  ever  ready  to  promote  all  good  designs, 
have  lent  their  encouragement  and  influence  to  this  glorious 
work,  girding  on,  with  their  own  fair  hands,  the  uniform 
of  the  gallant  warriors  who  go  forth  to  fight  against  the 
tyrant,  King  A4cohol.  How,  then,  can  this  division  fail  to 
prosper?  Their  cause  is  great  and  noble,  their  numbers  are 
many,  and  their  hearts  filled  with  buoyant  hopes  ! 

As  this  association  has  some  secrets  peculiar  to  their 
organization,  we,  outsiders,  have  no  wish  to  pry  into  their 
affairs.  But  whatever  may  be  their  form  of  government, 
whether  open  or  secret,  their  objects  are  praiseworthy  ; 
richly  deserving  the  countenance  and  patronage  of  the 
influential,  the  fair,  and  the  good.  Success  to  them  in  their 
undertaking,  and  may  their  star  ever  be  in  the  ascendant, 
shedding  the  pure  rays  of  temperance  wherever  their 
influence  extends.  —  Middlesex  Journal,  October  23,  1858. 

In  the  evening  the  Rising  Star  Division,  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance, threw  open  the  doors  of  their  lodge  and  invited  the 
public  to  enter  and  make  themselves  at  home ;  and  the 
public  did  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity,  and  rushed — 
a  large  assembly,  but  a  little  too  promiscuous.  The  "  social 
orchestry  "  discoursed  excellent  music,  especially  the  piece 
entitled  "  A  little  more  cider,  too."  The  young  people 
promenaded,  sang,  and  played  parlor  games,  and  amused 
themselves  as  much  as  possible.  Speeches  and  sentiments 
being  called  for,  appropriate  remarks  were  offered  by  Messrs. 
Norton,  C.  Russell,  Nichols,  Johnson,  and  others,  after  which 
the  assembly  adjourned,  much  pleased  with  the  evening's 
entertainment.     W.  L.  A.  —  Ibid.,  December  4,  1858. 

A  public  levee  was  held  in  Lyceum  Hall,  Winchester,  last 
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evening,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Rising  Star  Division, 
Sons  of  Temperance.  But  unfortunately  the  weather 
proved  unfavorable,  and  the  number  present  was  compara- 
tively small.  ^—  Ibid.,  February  12,  1859. 


LETTER   FROM   WARREN   TEELE. 

Davenport,  Iowa,  April  10,  1885. 
Mr.  Abijah  Thompson. 

My  Bear  Sir,  —  The  story  that  I  promised  you  the  other 
day  may  be  of  doubtful  propriety,  but  it  is  a  good  one  all 
the  same.  You  may  remember  when  I  was  a  boy  about 
fifteen,  I  went  to  school  in  South  Woburn,  as  it  was  then 
called.  It  was  in  1843.  You  may  also  remember  that  a 
Mr.  Shepard  kept  the  school,  which  was  a  private  one,  and 
kept  in  the  old  Wakefield  house.  Well,  about'  that  time  I 
frequently  stayed  at  Mr.  Richardson's  over  night.  His  house 
was  always  full  of  boarders  and  visitors.  On  the  night  in 
question  I  had  been  a  visitor.  Luthera,  my  sister,  was  a 
member  of  the  family,  and  we  were  very  dear  to  each  other, 
and  it  was  a  great  treat  for  me  to  stay  over  night  at  the 
hospitable  mansion  by  the  Aberjona  River.  Well,  as  I  was 
saying,  I  stayed  over  night,  and  in  the  morning,  after  a  num- 
ber-one breakfast,  S.  S.  began  to  have  family  reading  and 
praying  exercises.  He  seemed  to  have  a  great  admiration 
for  those  old  jaw-breaking  names  in  the  Old  Testament. 
After  reading  a  couple  of  these  chapters,  he  began  a  long- 
prayer.  At  that  time  but  two  trains  a  day  went  to  Boston  in 
the  forenoon :  one  at  7.30  and  the  other  at  11.30.  Now  Mr. 
Richardson  always  went  to  town  on  the  first  train,  and  on 
this  particular  morning  he  wanted  to  be  sure  and  catch  -the 
7.30  train,  but  just  as  he  had  got  to  the  petition  where  he 
prayed  for  our  rulers  in  Congress,  the  engine-bell  rang  its 
approach  to  the  depot.     The  sound  of  the  bell  caught  his 
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ear.  He  suddenly  sprung  up  and  sang  out  to  his  wife : 
"  Wife,  get  my  cars,  the  boots  are  coining  !  for  the  Redeemer's 
sake,  Amen."  His  boots  were  warming  by  the  fire,  and  with 
one  boot  on  he  made  for  the  door,  and  put  the  other  on  while 
skipping  to  the  depot. 

It  was  the  funniest  concluding  of  a  prayer,  and  a  desire  to 
get  out  of  town,  I  ever  witnessed.  But  he  was  a  kind-hearted, 
man,  if  he  was  an  erratic  one. 

Yours  very  truly, 

WAKPtEN  teele. 


FOURTH   OF  JULY  IN   WOBURN,  1847. 


INDEPENDENCE   DAY,   SOUTH   WOBURN,    1847. 

An  incident  illustrative  of  the  character  and  independence 
of  South  Woburn  (now  Winchester)  boys  on  the  morning  of 
the  fifth  of  July,  1847. 

On  Saturday  evening,  July  8,  1847,  a  party  of  the  boys 
resolved   themselves   into    a    committee    of   the  whole,  and 


The  "  Glorious  Fourth,"  or  rather  the  fifth,  —  the  fourth 
occurring  on  Sunday,  —  was  ushered  in  as  usual  in  town, 
with  the  addition,  however,  of  "  that  cannon  !  !  "  which  was 
a  very  prominent  feature  in  the  catalogue  of  performances. 
A  salute  of  fifty  guns  was  fired  in  the  morning,  and  likewise 
.at  noon  and  night,  and  loud  ones  they  were,  too.  The  Cali- 
thumpian  Band  commenced  operations  very  early,  and  kept 
up  a  most  horrid  noise  until  daylight,  much  to  the  annoyance 
of  those  living  in  or  near  the  centre  of  the  town.  But  there 
is  no  man  that  has  not  been  a  boy,  and  before  our  venerable 
head  was  marked  by  gray  locks  we  used  annually  to 
participate  in  these  sports    ourselves.  —  The  Guide-Post. 
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waited  on  the  committee  of  the  then  only  meeting-house,  or 
church,  for  permission  to  ring  the  bell  after  twelve  o'clock 
Monday  morning  (the  Fourth  coming  on  Sunday  that  year). 
They  were  told  that  a  certain  man  had  the  keys  and  was 
bound  not  to  have  the  bell  rung  until  sunrise.  We  thought 
we  would  see  about  that.  Two  of  our  party  stayed  in  the 
church  from  the  time  the  meeting  let  out  on  Sunday.  Just 
twelve  o'clock  Sunday  night  the  bell  struck,  and  the  way  we 
courters  left  our  girls  was  not  slow  !  Over  fences  —  not  stop- 
ping to  open  gates  —  came  the  boys,  each  going  to  the  place 
assigned  him  in  double-quick  time.  The  fire-engine,  together 
with  a  cannon,  was  placed  in  front  of  said  man's  residence, 
and  with  ringing  church  and  engine  bells,  coupled  with  the 
noise  of  the  cannon  every  fifteen  minutes,  a  constant  noise 
was  kept  up  for  this  certain  man's  special  benefit  until 
morning  —  men,  women,  and  children  joining  in  the  acclaim  ! 
Served  him  right ! 

Moral:    Whoever    undertakes   to    squelch    the     patriotic 
spirit  of  the   Winchester  boys  makes   a  mistake. 

K.  ^Y.  BAKER. 


FOURTH   OF  JULY,    1852.1 

We  are  indebted  to  O.  R.  Clark,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements,  for  an  invitation  to  join  in  the 
festivities  at  Winchester  on  the  5th.  Regretting  that ,."  cir- 
cumstances "  will  prevent  our  being  present,  we  hope  that 
our  Winchester  friends  will  highly  enjoy  themselves  in  spend- 
ing the  day  in  this  sensible  and  pleasant  manner.  We  notice 
by  the  order  of  exercises  that  every  arrangement  is  made  to 
make  the  day  pass  off  pleasantly ;  they  are  to  have  a  grand 
procession,  escorted  by  the  "  Winchester  Guards,"  and  the  aid 
of  the  "  Winchester  Brass  Band"  will  be  brought  into  requi- 

1  From  The  Woburn  Journal,  July  3,  18.r2. 


118  The  Winchester  Record. 

sition  on  the  first  section.  Mr.  Johnson,  the  popular  music 
teacher,  proposes  in  the  second  section  to  have  a  floral 
procession,  and  this  will  be'a  great  attraction  without  doubt. 
We  advise  our  young  friends  to  go  down  to  Winchester  to 
witness  the  display.  The  third  and  fourth  sections  will  include 
the  schools  and  citizens. 

The  procession  will  march  through  the  town  to  the  church? 
where  the  exercises  will  consist  of  singing,  reading  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  an  oration  by  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
Steele  ;  after  which  they  will  form  again  and  move  to  Bacon's 
Grove,  where  a  dinner  will  be  provided,  and  at  this  spot  a 
"feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul"  may  be  expected.  In  the 
evening  a  disphi}r  of  fireworks  will  be  given,  from  Hovey's 
laboratory.  The  whole  arrangement  does  credit  to  the.  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements,  and  we  shall  endeavor  next  week  to 
give  an  account  of  the  celebration. 

CELEBRATION   OF   THE    FOURTH  AT 
WINCHESTER.2 

The  citizens  of  Winchester  celebrated  the  anniversary  of 
our  Independence  in  a  manner  worthy  of  that  spirited  town. 
The  day  was  ushered  in  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  discharge 
of  artillery. 

At  10  o'clock  a.m.  a  procession  consisting  of  the  Winches- 
ter Band,  Winchester  Guards  (Captain  F.  O.  Prince),  the 
town  authorities,  the  schools  and  teachers,  the  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance, a  large  body  of  invited  guests,  and  an  immense 
concourse  of  people,  including  several  hundred  children, 
decorated  with  flowers  and  floral  banners  and  insignia,  was 
formed  under  the  direction  of  Chief  Marshal  S.  M.  Rice, 
and  conducted  to  the  Orthodox  Church. 

The  exercises  in  the  church  consisted  of  prayer  by  the 
Rev.   r>f.  A.   Reed,  reading  of  the  Declaration   of  Indepen- 

1  Ibid.,  July  10, 1S52. 
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deuce  by  C.  P.  Curtis,  Jr.,  Esq.,  the  singing  of  original  odes, 
written  by  Messrs.  F.  A.  Durivage  and  J.  C.  Johnson,  and 
an  oration  by  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Steele.  The  oration  was  very 
able  and  eloquent,  and  will,  we  trust,  be  printed. 

From  the  church  the  procession  proceeded  to  the  beautiful 
grove  of  John  H.  Bacon,  Esq.,  where  the  most  liberal  enter- 
tainment had  been  provided  for  the  whole  town.  The  whole 
town  attended,  old  and  young,  male  and  female,  and  spent 
about  five- hours  in  the  happiest  manner  beneath  the  shadows 
of  the  old  oaks,  and  in  the  elegant  pavilion  prepared  for  the 
occasion. 

REGULAR   TOASTS. 

The  Fourth  of  July :  The  Sabbath-day  of  Freedom.  Let 
it  be  sacredly  kept  and  joyfully  celebrated  until  the  end  of 
time.     The  band  responded  by  playing  "  Yankee  Doodle." 

The  Orator  of  the  Day  :  who  has  this  day  preached  the 
Gospel  of  Civil  Liberty.  Let  us  ever  remain  as  true  as  Steele 
to  its  doctrines.     Mr.  Steele  briefly  responded. 

The  Declaration  of  Independence :  our  political  Bible. 
Well  read  to-day,  let  it  ever  be  well  remembered.  Mr.  Curtis 
replied  by  a  toast,  and  Mr.  Norton  by  a  speech,  and  by  the 
band  the  "  Star-Spangled  Banner." 

-  Our  System  of  Common  Schools  :  The  Peculiar  Institution 
of  Massachusetts.     Responded  to  by  Dr.  Chapin. 

Our  Citizen  Soldiery:  Our  Defenders  in  War,  our  Guar- 
dians in  Peace,  our  Friend  always.  To  this  the  band  re- 
sponded in  "  Hail  to  the  Chief,"  and  Captain  F.  O.  Prince, 
captain  of  the  w'  Guards,"  by  an  eloquent  address  and  a  capital 
toast. 

The  Ladies :  The  real  rulers  of  the  world,  though,  like  the 
heavenly  bodies,  they  let  their  iniiuence  be  rather  felt  than 
seen.  Responded  to  by  Thomas  L.  Steele,  Esq.,  and  by  the 
band  -Home,  Sweet  Home." 

The  Printing-Press  :  The  Voice  of  Public  Opinion,  Might- 
ier than  Arms  or  Armies.     Let  it  speak  the  words  of  truth 
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and  freedom.     This  called  out  a  sentiment  from   John  A. 
Fowle,  editor  of  The  Woburn  Journal,  as  follows  :  — 

The  Battle  of  Freedom  :  It  begun  on  Bunker  Hill :  may 
it  continue  till  every  nation,  tongue,  and  color  shall  sit  in 
security  under  its  spreading  flag. 

"The  star-spangled  banner,  oh,  long  may  it  wave, 
O'er  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave." 

The  Memory  of  our  Deceased  Benefactor :  The  late  Colo- 
nel Winchester.  This  toast  was  drunk  standing,  and  was 
responded  to  by  the  President  reading  a  letter  from  the 
widow  of  Colonel  Winchester,  and  the  band  playing  the 
"  Dead  March." 

Our  Mother-Towns:  Woburn,  Medford,  and  West  Cam- 
bridge. As  Eve  loved  Adam,  from  whose  side  she  was 
carved,  so  do  we  love  those  municipal  parents  from  whose 
■  ribs  our  town  was  formed,  and  hope  they  may  never  grudge 
us  the  "  spare-rib  "  which  they  furnished  for  our  Thanks-  • 
giving.  To  this  ex-Senator  Usher,  of  Medford,  responded  in 
a  handsome  speech,  and  the  band  played  "  Aiild  Lang  Syne."' 

Winchester  Schools  and  School  Teachers  :  The  schools  are 
the  foundation  of  public  welfare.  Let  us  value  our  teachers 
as  the  molten  gold  and  precious  stones  of  those  schools.  To 
this  Mr.  Stone,  of  the  High  School,  and  Mr.  Moulton,  of 
the  Gifford  School,  replied. 

The  Selectmen  of  Winchester  :  Our  highest  town  oflicers, 
and  worthy  of  their  elevation.  Like  a  summer-house  built 
on  a  hill,  their  merits  are  seen  by  the  whole  town.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Selectmen,  Charles  Mclntire,  Esq.,  replied 
in  a  stirring  speech. 

The  Town  Clerk  of  Winchester  :  One  of  those  geniuses 
who  seem  immortal.  Though  lie  lives  a  hundred  years  he 
will  always  remain,  as  now,  a  young  man.  Dr.  Youngman, 
the  Town  Clerk,  answered,  and  called  up  Mr.  Wyman,  the 
Town  Clerk  of  Woburn,  who  addressed  the  company  with 
appropriate  remarks. 
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The  Winchester  Band :  whose  notes  every  one  gladly  re- 
ceives without  any  endorsement.  They  need  no  praise  but 
the  echoes  of  their  own  music. 

The  Floral  Procession :  Its  sweetest  and  fairest  flowers 
are  the  dear  children  who  compose  it.  Mr.  Johnson,  under 
whose  direction  this  part  of  the  display  had  been  most 
tastefully  arranged,  replied. 

Our  Engine  Company:  Amphibious  heroes,  who  flourish 
in  both  fire  and  water ;  the  more  they  put  us  out  the  better 
we  like  them.  To  this,  witty  response  was  made  by  Mr. 
Jose})!)  1).  Sharon. 

Bacon's  Grove:  The  scene  of  our  present  festivity.  As 
we  enjoy  its  shade  may  we  at  the  same  time  admire  the 
liberality  of  its  proprietor,  and  imitate  his  example  in  the 
culture  of  shade  and  forest  trees.  John  H.  Bacon,  Esq., 
answered  in  a  first-rate  address. 

The  Limbs  of  the  Law:  There  is  a  woodman  here,  with 
ready  Steele,  to  do  them.  C.  C.  Woodman,  Esq.,  responded 
with  suitable  remarks. 

The  Chief  Marshal  of  the  Day:  A  signal  example  that 
the  best  of  the  rice  may  be  raised  in  the  Northern  States; 
may  the  crop  always  be  abundant  among  us! 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements:  They  have  the  thanks 
<»i  i he  whole  town  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they 
have  discharged  their  duty.  This  called  out  Gardner 
Symmes,  Esq.,  who  concluded  the  entertainment  by  a  very 
witty  description  of  the  manner  in  which  the  committee  had 
prosecuted  their  duties. 

The  above  are  only  a  part  of  the  witty  sentiments  given, 
but  we  find  our  limited  space  will  not  admit  of  more  this 
week. 
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GREAT   ATTRACTION!! 

A  handbill  with  the  above  caption  was  circulated  about 
South  Woburri  Village,  and  illustrates  one  of  the  forms  of 
amusement  to  which  resort  was  had  by  those  who  conceived 
more  fun  in  shadows  than  the  substance  could  possibly 
afford.  The  professor,  in  this  instance,  could  hardly  be 
expected  to  put  in  a  bodily  appearance. 

Professor  Boots  informs  the  inhabitants  of  this  place 
that  he  will  exhibit,  next  Thursday  Evening,  in  the  base- 
ment of  Russell's  celebrated  Block,  his  rare  collection  of 
Curiosities,  viz.  — 

"  Those  Boots,"  extensively  used  by  him  in  leveling  high- 
ways and  turnpikes,  and  since  appropriated  with  great 
success  in  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Creams. 

100   Original  portraits  of    distinguished  members   of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical   Society  who  never  advised  him   to    *-' 
study  Medicine. 

A  portrait  of  himself  in  the  character  of  Diogenes  with  a 
lantern,  "  Seeking  for  Truth" 

The  celebrated  Pill  Machine. 

The  only  bill  in  which  his  charges  have  been  thought 
liberal. 

The  little  Imp,  preserved  in  spirits. 

The  picture  he  sold  for  $>50,  together  with  the  portrait  of 
the  man  who  bought  it. 

The  skeleton  of  the  Fish  he  carried  in  his  pocket  Six 
Weeks  in  the  month  of  July. 

Copy  of  the  note,  inviting  him  to  dine  with  Professor 
Agassiz. 

Original  manuscripts  of  all  the  articles  published' in  the 
"Rambler,'1  also  the  Fairy  Tale  the  Knickerbocker  thought 
too  good  to  publish;  together  with  the  books  from  which 
they  were  all  copied. 
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Ghosts  of  the  two  Gentlemen  he  used  up  in  the  Lyceum, 
last  winter,  (engaged  expressly  for  the  occasion,  for  one 
night  only.) 

Original  Manuscript  of  the  article  Green  vs.  Youngman, 
published  in  the  "  Guide-Post." 

Full  and  accurate  account  of  the  last  family  with  which  he 
was  intimate. 

Original  manuscripts  of  all  the  anonymous 'letters  circulated 
in  the  village  for  the  last  three  years. 

Professor  Boots  informs  the  public  that  he  has  taken  great 
pains  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  all  the  Gossip  and  Slander 
of  the  place,  and  will  be  happy  to  retail  the  same  to  any  who 
may  do  him  the  favor  to  call.  —  He  takes  this  opportunity  to 
tender  his  services  in  the  line  of  his  profession  at  all  times, 
excepting  when  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream. 

During  the  Exhibition  the  boys  are  requested  not  to  cry 
1  Boots,'  '  Sore  Toe,'  or  indulge  in  anything  which  will  disturb 
the  audience.  He  thanks  them  for  their  kindness  in  escort- 
ing him  home  on  a  former  occasion,  but  their  services  at  this 
time  are  not  desired. 


AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  EXPRESS  AND  GROCERY 
BUSINESS  IN   WINCHESTER,  1842-1885. 

BY   EDMUND   SANDERSON. 

During  the  year  18-12  a  man  by  the  name  of  James 
Bridge  built  a  store  in  South  Woburn,  which,  after  running 
till  about  1845,  he  sold  to  Lindley  &  Taylor.  Three  months 
after  this  sale  Mr.  Lindley  sold  out  to  Edmund  Sanderson, 
and  in  the  year  1846  the  grocery  business  was  begun  under 
the  name  of  the  firm  of  A.  Taylor  &  Co.,  and  the  first 
express  business  of  the  town  was  carried  on  in  connection 
with  it,  in  the  building  on  Main  Street  now  occupied  by 
B.  F.  Holbrook. 
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Two  years  later,  in  1848,  the  lease  expired,  and  not  being 
able  to  renew  it,  Mr.  S.  S.  Richardson  offered  to  build  a 
store  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  E.  Sanderson,. upon  which 
stood  the  stable  now  owned  by  S.  H.  Davis,  and  standing 
upon  the  land  where  Mr.  Davis  lives.  The  business  con- 
tinued here  until  1852.  I 

When  the  express  department  was  started  there  was  one 
horse  and  a  small  wagon  in  use,  which  went  to  Boston  twice 
a  week,  doing  all  the  work  for  the  -express  and  store  busi- 
ness, which  increased  so  rapidly  that  it  was  soon  found 
necessary  to  send  to  Boston  three  times  a  week,  and  then 
every  day,  with  an  additional   horse  and  a  larger  wagon. 

In  the  Woburn  Journal  of  November  8, 1851,  may  be  found 
an  advertisement  of  their  business.  At  the  end  of  six  years 
it  had  so  increased  (four  horses  now  being  necessary),  that 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  divide  —  Taylor  taking  the  store 
and  Sanderson  the  express.  In  the  Woburn  Journal  of  Jan- 
uary 31,  1852,  is  found  a  notice  of  the  dissolution  of  copart-  •• 
nership,  a  copy  of  which  (as  well  as  the  business  advertise- 
ment mentioned  above)  is  appended  to  this  paper. 

Each  continued  alone  in  his  department  for  some  time, 
and  in  1855,  the  express  business  still  increasing,  more  help 
was  required,  and  Alanson  Winn  was  taken  into  company 
with  E.  Sanderson,  the  name  of  the  firm  reading  Sanderson 
&  Winn.  It  was  now  necessary  to  have  three  teams  in  con- 
stant use.  In  the  meantime  Taylor  took  as  partner  a  Mr. 
Merrill,  for  one  year,  but,  being  unsuccessful,  Taylor  bought 
him  out,  and  in  one  year  after  Taylor  failed  and  gave  up  the 
business,  when  S.  S.  Richardson  took  the  store,  run  it  a  short 
time,  and  also  failed.  Then  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  John 
S.  Richardson.  In  1858  Sanderson,  selling  out  his  part  of 
the  express  business,  bought  the  store  of  John  S.  Richardson, 
and  began  business  with  one  man,  in  the  store  where  lie  now 
is,  No.  1  Richardson's  Block. 

Each  year  has  brought  changes  in  the  carrying-on  of  the 
business. 
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In  the  early  days  of  the  grocery  business  every  one  went 
to  the  store,  purchased,  and  carried  away  his  goods.  In  the 
case  of  heavy  purchases  a  horse  was  used,  which  was  hired 
for  the  purpose. 

Later  on,  as  many  new  families  moved  into  the  town,  and 
so  many  heavy  purchases  needed  to  be  sent  to  the  houses,  an 
investment  in  a  horse  was  considered  a  necessity  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  business,  and  accordingly  one  was  bought. 
With  the  coming  in  of  new  people  came  a  new  fashion, 
which  did  not  admit  of  people  taking  home  their  purchases, 
—  everything  must  be  sent,  whether  the  purchase  be  a  barrel 
of  flour  or  a  lemon. 

Still  later,  came  the  fashion  of  ladies  giving  the  orders  to 
the  storeman  on  delivering  the  goods  previously  purchased, 
and  at  the  present  time  very  few  ladies  visit  the  store,  the 
orders  all  being  given  at  the  houses. 

The  steady  increase  of  business  required  a  second  horse  and 
•wagon,  and  at  present  the  business  of  E.  Sanderson  requires 
two  horses,  and  four  men  in  his  store  alone,  while  there 
arc  four  other  grocery-stores  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and 
several  stores  upon  "The  Plains"  which  claim  to  be  groceries. 

In  1846  the  word  "grocery"  in  Winchester  included 
brown  and  white  sugar,  molasses,  tea  and  coffee,  spices,  rice, 
ami  tobacco,  butter,  cheese,  and  flour,  some  grain,  a  small 
quantity  of  dry  goods,  as  well  as  boots  and  shoes. 

In  1885,  in  addition  to  the  above  named,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  boots,  shoes,  and  dry  goods,  it  includes  all  kinds  of 
canned  goods,  paints  and  oils,  wooden  and  hardware,  cutlery, 
window-glass,  crockery  and  glassware,  and  all  kinds  of 
agricultural  tools,  etc.  etc.,  according  to  the  demands  of 
the  times. 

1  he  express  business  from  1858  to  the  present  time  has     ' 
passed  through  many  changes,  and  is  now  successfully  ear- 
ned on  by  A.  E.  Ayer,  while  a  second  establishment  of  the 
express  business  is  represented  by  Hawes  Brothers. 
W!s..!ilvikk,  October  1,  1865. 
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TAYLOR  &   SANDERSON,   WINCHESTER  AND   BOSTON 

EXPRESS. 

Offices  in  Boston,  27  South  Market  Street,  and  Railroad  Exchange, 
Court  Square. 

In  Winchester,  at  Taylor  &  Sanderson's  store. 

T.  &  S.  also  keep  on  hand  a  large  stock  of  the  best  West  India 
Goods  and  Groceries,  which  they  will  sell  very  cheap,  at  their  store 
as  above.     [Novembers,  1851.] 

DISSOLUTION  OF   COPARTNERS  HIP. 
The  partnership  heretofore  existing  between  the  subscribers,  under 
the  firm  of  A.  Taylor  &  Co.,  was  dissolved,  by  mutual  consent,  on 
the  1st  inst.    Either  partner  is  authorized  to  use  the  name  of  the  firm 
in  settling  its  affairs.  A.   TAYLOR. 

E.   SANDERSON. 
Winchester,  January  12,  1852. 

The  undersigned  will  continue  the  grocery  business  at  the  old  stand 
of  the  late  firm,  No.  1  Richardson's  Building,  and  hopes  to  merit  his 
share  of  public  patronage.  A.  TAYLOR. 

Winchester,  January  12,  1852. 


SONNET   FOR   THE   TIMES.* 
Ladies,  if  I  should  offer  you  a  hint,  — 

A  gentle  one,  —  I  hope  't  will  not  offend. 
•I  see  things  straight  sometimes  (although  I  squint), 

And  notice  how  your  afternoons  you  spend. 
These  sewing-circles,  where  you  often  go, 

What  jolly,  high  old  times  you  have  —  what  rousers  ! 
In  making  shirts,  and  all  such  things,  you  know, 

And  patching  poor  folks'  coats  and  ragged  trousers  ! 
Now  let  me  tell  you  what  I  saw  one  eve  — 

A  little  boy,  his  face  as  black  as  coal. 
And  clothing  so  ragged  that  it  made  me  grieve  : 

"  Tell  me,  why  don't  your  mother  mend  that  hole," 
I  asked,  "  and  wash  your  face  and  hands,  my  little  hearty  ?  " 

He  answered  :   "  Mammy  's  busy  —  gone  to  sewing-party. " 

1  From  The  Woburn  Budget,  January  28,  1S47. 
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HISTORICAL  NOTES. 
BLACK    HORSE    TAVERN. 

BY   WILLIAM   E.    CUTTER. 

WOBTO-K  in  1775  was  on  the  upper  stage -route  from 
Boston  to  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire.  Tavern-keepers, 
that  year,  were  Fowle  and  Wynian.1  The  Rev.  John  Marrett, 
of  Woburn  Second  Parish  (Burlington),  kept  a  diary  in  his 
almanac.  The  Wynian  in  the  above  notice  I  take  to  he  Noah 
Wynian,  who  then  kept  the  Black  Horse  Tavern  in  what  is 
now  Winchester. 

Woburn  in  1792  was  on  the  upper  road  to  Caseo  Bay, 
eastward,  the  innholders  in  the  town  being  Willington,  or 
Wellington,  —  probably  in  Winchester,  —  and  Kendall  or 
Fowle  at  the  Centre. 

These  inns  were  three  miles  apart.  Fowle's  was  a  stand 
of  great  antiquity,  where  the  Central  House  now  is,  and 
Wellington's  was  probably  the  Black  Horse  Tavern  in 
Winchester. 

The  traveler  from  Boston  came  first  to  Medford,  four 
miles;  thence  to  Woburn,  thence  to  Wilmington,  etc.,  on 
this  route. 

In  1797  Woburn  is  still  on  the  upper  road  to  Casco  Bay, 
eastward,  the  innkeeper  being  Fowle.  In  1812  the  town 
was  on  the  road  from  Boston  to  Amherst,  New  Hampshire, 
and  Hill  was  the  innkeeper  (Winchester,  it  is  thought). 

In  1813  Woburn  is  on  the  road  from  Boston  to  Montreal, 
and  Hill  is  innkeeper  for  the  s^age-route.  In  1814  Woburn 
is  on  the  road  to  Montreal  and  Quebec,  and  Hill  is  innkeeper 
still.2 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  the  " Black  Horse''  was  one  of  the 
two  taverns  in  Woburn  which  were  patronized  by  the 
important  stage-routes  of  the  country  between  1775  and  1811. 

1  Marrett's  Almanac  for  1775. 

*  W.  1L  C.,  in  The  Woburn  Journal  for  October  12, 1SS3. 
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EARLY   NOTICES   OF   WINCHESTER. 

Our  territory,  compact  and  well  defined,  singularly  pic- 
turesque and  beautiful,  seemed  to  have  been  marked  out  and 
set  apart  for  individual  corporate  existence  by  the  hand  of 
Nature  herself ;  and  although  in  1850  that  territory  formed 
part  of  three  distinct  towns,  —  Woburn,  Medford,  and  West 
Cambridge, —  it  required  but  one  visit  on  the  part  of  the 
Legislative  Committee  on  Towns  to  satisfy  them  that  we 
ought  to  be  promptly  incorporated. 

The  three  old  towns  very  naturally  resisted  our  petition, 
fearing  that  their  prosperity  would  suffer  from  our  secession. 

Winchester  was  incorporated  as  a  town,  with  a  population 
of  thirteen  hundred  souls  and  a  taxable  property  valued  at 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.  —  John  A.  Bolles.1 

The  town  is  partially  surrounded  by  hills  and  wooded 
eminences,  which  are  named  Mt.  Pisgah,  Horn  Pond  Moun- 
tain, and  Zioifs  Hill,  located  on  the  north  and  west,  and 
Taylor's  Mountain, on  the  eastern  section,  near  the  reservoir. 
The  underlying  rock  is  sienite  and  dolomite,  in  which  occurs 
a  bed  of  copper  ore. 

Through  the  centre  of  the  town  flows,  in  a  devious  current, 
the  Aberjona  River,  which,  starting  from  Wilmington,  empties 
into  Medford  Pond,  one  quarter  of  the  latter  being  located 
in  this  town.  Cutter  Brook  is  one  of  its  branches,  and  the 
outlet  to  Wedge  Pond.  Wedge  Pond,  in  the  Centre,  is 
noted  for  the  abundance  of  water-lilies  whose  white 
blossoms  cover  its  surface  in  the  summer  season.  —  Edwin 
A.  Wadleigh. 

AN   ANECDOTE. 

About  the  time  the  town  was  set  off  and  incorporated, . 
there  was  at  the    machine-shop  of   the    Lowell    Railroad  a 
new  locomotive,  in  process  of  construction,  which  the  engi- 

1  From  the  Oratiou  of  Julv  4. 1850. 
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neer  wished  to  have  named  u  Winchester."  The  then  Pres- 
ident of  the  railroad,  Mr.  Sturgis,  being  a  resident  of,  and  a 
large  taxpayer  in,  Woburn,  -which  had  resisted  the  act  of 
incorporation,  objected,  to  the  name,  and  it  was  called  "Wo- 
burn." John  A.  Bolles,  meeting  Mr.  Sturgis  a  short  time 
after,  inquired  of  him  in  relation  to  it,  when  the  latter 
gentleman  remarked  that  "  the  corporation  would  wait  until 
they  had  got  the  fragments  of  three  locomotives,  and  then 
they  would  put  them  together  and  call  it  k  Winchester,'"  — 
iilliuling  to  the  manner  in  which  the  town  was  made  up  of 
three  towns. — ExCELSlOK,  in  The  Woburn  Journal^  July  7, 
1860. 


THE   FIRST   TOWN   CLERK    OF    WINCHESTER.1 

BY    ABU  AH   THOMPSON. 

Dr.  David  You.ngman  was  born  in  Peterborough,  New 
Hampshire,  August  26,  1817.  After  graduating  at  Dart- 
mouth College,  in  the  academic  department  in  1830,  and  the 
medical  in  1815,  he  settled  at  South  Woburn,  March,  18-16. 
There  was  at  that  time  one  physician  located  there  —  Dr. 
Richard  U.  Piper,  who  had  his  share  of  patronage;  besides, 
a  large  portion  of  the  medical  business  of  the  place  was  done 
by  physicians  from  Woburn,  Medford,  and  other  neighboring 
towns. 

Besides  all  this,  the  village  was  quite  small,  containing 
at  that  time  considerably  less  than  one  thousand  inhabitants. 
Under  such  circumstances,  not  expecting  a  large  immediate 
practice,  the  Doctor  decided  to  start  an  apothecary-store. 
He  rented  a  small  room  in  the  basement  of  a  building  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  late  Mr.  Theodore  Rogers,  on  Main 
Street,  nearly  opposite  Mr.  Joel  Whitney's  machine-shop. 
He  fitted  up  this  room  in  a  simple,  inexpensive  manner,  and 

1  See  paper,  "  Winchester  Library,"  in  No.  3  of  The  Record. 
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put  in  a  small  stock  of  drugs,  medicines,  and  miscellaneous 
articles.  He  purchased  his  first  bill  of  goods  of  Messrs. 
Brewers,  Stevens,  and  Gushing,  who  were  then  doing  a  large 
wholesale  drug  business  at  No.  90  Washington  Street,  Boston, 
in  the  building  now  occupied  by  The  Globe  newspaper.  He 
remained  in  Rogers's  building  about  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  received  a  fair  amount  of  patronage. 

In  1848  he  removed  to  a  more  central  and  convenient 
store,  in  a  new  building  erected  by  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Richard- 
son, on  the  westerly  side  of  Main  Street,  and  nearly  opposite 
the  depot  as  it  then  stood.  It  was  in  this  building  that  the 
Winchester  library  had  its  origin  and  was  kept  for  several 
years.  It  was  also  in  the  Doctor's  private  office  in  this  store 
that  the  Selectmen  of  Winchester  held  their  meetings  for 
some  two  years,  until  Lyceum  Building  was  completed.  It 
was  here  also  that  the  School  Committee  held  some  of  their 
early  meetings. 

In  1852  he  removed  to  more  commodious  rooms  in  Lyceum 
Building,  where  he  remained  until  he  sold  out  to  Mr.  Josiah 
.Hovey  in  1856.  While  he  remained  in  this  store,  lie  kept, 
besides  the  usual  assortment  of  medicines  and  other  kindred 
articles,  a  good  supply  of  schoolbooks  and  stationery.  He 
also  kept  for  sale  a  variety  of  daily  and  weekly  newspapers, 
morning  and  evening  editions;  and  supplied  many  customers 
on  the  cars  from  Woburn  with  earlier  editions  than  they 
could  obtain  at  their  own  village. 

When  the  Doctor  first  came  to  the  place,  he  boarded  at 
Mr.  Ebenezer  S.  Parker's,  or  "  Parker  and  Collins's  "  as  it  was 
called,  in  their  old  house  on  the  westerly  side  of  Church 
Street.  After  remaining  there  a  few  months,  he  removed 
to  a  new  house  built  by  the  late  Mr.  James  Bridge,  on  the 
side-hill  about  midway  between  the  Congregational  Church 
and  the  house  of  Mr.  Thomas  P.  Tenney.  This  house  had 
recently  been  purchased  of  Mr.  Bridge  by  Mr.  Alexander 
H.  Field,  now  residing  in  Kansas. 
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When  the  church  was  burned  on  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
March  20,  1853,  the  heat  was  so  great  as  to  scorch  the  paint 
on  the  blinds  and  clapboards  of  the  Doctor's  house.  Many 
hymnbooks  and  cushions  were  carried  there  for  safety. 
During  the  following  summer  this  house  was  purchased  by 
Mr.  Thomas  P.  Tenney,  and  in  November  of  the  same  year 
(1853)  was  removed  through  the  village  and  located  on  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Vernon  Streets,  the.  Doctor's  family 
remaining  in  it  during  the  time  of  its  removal,  which  occu- 
pied about  two  weeks.  The  house  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Mr.  P.  Swan. 

While  living  in  this  house,  when  it  stood  near  the  church, 
the  Doctor  was  present  at  the  birth  of  the  first  child  born 
in  Winchester.  Mr.  William  A.  Coburn,  an  employee  of 
Mr.  Joel  Whitney,  was,  with  his  wife,  boarding  for  a  few 
months  in  the  Doctor's  family ;  when,  on  the  eighth  of  June, 
1850,  Mrs.  Coburn  presented  her  husband  with  a  son.  The 
Doctor  suggested  to  the  father  that  the  child  be  named 
William  Winchester  Coburn,  as  the  most  appropriate  name 
for  the  first  child  born  in  the  new  town.  Mr.  Coburn  did 
not,  at  the  time,  acquiesce,  and  the  subject  was  not  further 
urged. 

In  a  few  months  (September  14,  1850)  Mrs.  Coburn  died  ; 
and  in  the  course  of  a  year  Mr.  Coburn  left  town.  Some 
three  or  four  years  afterward,  Mr.  Charles  Coburn,  the 
grandfather  of  the  child,  called  on  the  Town  Clerk,  and  said 
that  his  son  William,  the  boy's  father,  had  also  died,  and 
that  before  his  death  he  had  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
original  suggestion  of  the  Doctor  respecting  the  name  of 
the  child  be  carried  out.  Accordingly  the  Town  Clerk  made 
the  necessary  entry  in  the  books,  and  the  boy's  name  is  there 
recorded  as  William  Winchester  Coburn. 

Nothing  further  is  known  of  this  young  man.  If  he  is 
now  living,  lie  was  thirty-five  years  old  the  eighth  day  of 
June    last.     It    would    be    exceedingly    gratifying   for    the 


132  The  Winchester  Record. 

Secretary,  or  some  one  interested  in  The  Winchester  lieconl, 
to  obtain  additional  facts  concerning  him,  and,  if  he  is  living, 
to  continue  the  biography  of  the  first  son  of  the  town  of 
Winchester. 

Active  efforts  began  to  be  made  in  the  autumn  of  1849 
toward  the  incorporation  of  South  Woburn  into  a  separate 
town.  Among  those  most  interested  in  this  matter  were 
the  late  Hon.  John  A.  Bolles,  the  late  Deacon  B.  F.  Thomp- 
son, the  Hon.  F.  O.  Prince,  Harrison  Parker,  and  other  influen- 
tial men.  On  December  3,  1840,  a  petition  signed  by  the  late 
Mr.  Ebenezer  S.  Parker  and  most  of  rhe  citizens  of  South 
Woburn,  was  presented  to  the  State  Legislature  asking  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  to  this  effect.  In  this  petition,  the 
name  of  the  town  was  left  blank,  allowing  the  citizens  the 
privilege  of  selecting  one  satisfactory  to  themselves. 

Considerable  time  elapsed  before  a  name  was  agreed  upon, 
during  which  several  preliminary  meetings  were  held  in  the 
vestry  of  the  Congregational  Church,  at  which  the  Doctor 
was  chosen  secretary.  Several  of  the  citizens  wished  to 
retain  the  old  name,  South  Woburn:  others  preferred 
Webster,  and  some  Waterville.  Besides  these,  Appleton, 
Avon,  C banning,  and  Winthrop  were  suggested.  The  Hon. 
F.  O.  Prince,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  select  a  name, 
finally  reported  that  the  late  and  lamented  Col.  William  P. 
Winchester,  of  Watertown,  had  proposed  to  give  the  town 
three  thousand  dollars,  "to  build  a  Town  House,  or  for  any 
other  municipal  purpose, :'  if  the  citizens  would  name  the 
town  Winchester.  The  proposition  was  unanimously 
accepted,  and  this  name  was  duly  inserted  in  the  petition. 

The  Act  of  Incorporation  passed  the  Legislature  and 
received  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  April  30,  1850.  By 
this  act,  portions  of  Woburn,  Medford,  and  West  Cambridge 
were  incorporated  into  a  separate  township.  The  first  town 
meetino-  was  held  May  T,  1850,  at  which  Dr.  Younmnan 
was    chosen    Town    Clerk    almost    unanimously.     He    was 
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reelected  for  six  consecutive  years,  until  he  left  town  in 
1857.  At  the  town  meeting  held  May  27,  1850,  the  Town 
Clerk,  having  received  the  83,000,  —  the  generous  gift  of 
Colonel  Winchester,  —  reported  its  receipt  to  the  town, 
when  it  was  afterward  deposited  by  the  late  Mr.  Henry 
(•utter  in  the  Woburn  Agricultural  and  Mechanics'  Asso- 
ciation. 

In  1847  Dr.  Youngman  was  elected  to -the  school  com- 
mittee for  the  town  of  Woburn,  together  with  the  late  Dr. 
Benjamin  Cutter  and  John  Johnson,  Jr.  He  was  elected 
for  three  years,  the  other  members  being,  in  successive  years, 
the  late  Joshua  P.  Converse,  Esq.,  and  the  late  Dr.  Truman 
Richard. 

In  1852  he  was  elected  to  the  School  Committee  for 
Winchester,  the  other  members  being  the  late  Rev.  John 
M.  Steele,  the  Hon.  Frederick  O.  Prince,  the  late  Mr.  Charles 
Kimball,  and  Mr.  Oliver  R.  Clark.  During  the  first  week 
in  May  of  that  year,  the  Doctor  visited  every  dwelling-house 
in  town,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  school  census.  In 
1853  lie  was  again  elected  to  the  School  Board,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Steele  retiring,  and  the  late  Dr.  Alonzo  Chapin  and 
Mr.  Marshall  Symmes,  Jr.,  being  added  to  the  committee. 
He  took  the  school  census  again  in  May  of  this  year,  visiting 
every  house  in  town  for  that  purpose. 

At  the  first  town  meeting,  May  7,  1850,  Dr.  Youngman 
was  appointed  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  which  office 
lie  held  during  his  residence  in  town.  He  was  also  private 
secretary  for  the  Selectmen,  and  was  present  at  all  their  meet- 
ings, which  were  frequent  and  numerous  during  the  infancy 
of  the  town.  He  was  very  frequently  called  on  by  the  late 
Mr.  Charles  Mclntire,  an  important  member  of  the  board, 
to  u  concoct"  some  answer  or  proposition  to  the  various 
committees  or  clerks  of  neighboring  towns. 

The  Doctor  was  much  interested  in  vocal  and  church 
music.    He  taught  a  singing-school  for  two  successive  winters 
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in  the  vestry  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  also  con- 
ducted the  singing  in  the  same  church  for  about  six  years, 
until  the  efficient  teacher  and  popular  leader,  Mr.  James 
C.  Johnson,  settled  in  town.  He  has  recently  written  an 
able  and  valuable  paper  on  "The  Congregational  Church 
Choir,"  giving  his  own  reminiscences  while  connected  with  it, 
and  also  brief  notices  of  his  associates  in  the  interesting  service 
of  song.1  The  Doctor  was  also  clerk  of  the  Congregational 
Church  for  several  years,  and  was  employed  to  copy  and 
revise -the  original  records  of  the  same. 

Dr.  Youngman  removed  from  Winchester  and  settled 
in  Boston  in  1857,  where  he  has  for  most  of  the  time  since 
resided,  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  His  present 
residence  is  at  No.  103  West  Springfield  Street.  In  appearance 
he  is  still  true  to  his  name.  Though  approaching  seventy, 
his  eye  is  undimmed,  his  hair  unsilvered,  and  he  appears 
almost  as  young  as  when  he  left  town  twenty-nine  years  ago. 
He  comes  from  long-lived  New  Hampshire  stock.  His 
father  is  still  living  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety -live  years. 


TOWN    HISTORY. 

BY    DAVID    YOUNG  MAX,   FIRST    TOWN    CLERK. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  first  Town  Warrant,  issued 

by  the  late  Hon.  John  A.  Bolles,  a  justice  of  the  peace  ;  as 

by  law,  such  an  officer  was  required  to  issue  the  first  warrant 

for  calling  the  citizens  together  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 

and  electing  officers  :  — 

Middlesex,  ss. 

To  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Esquire,  a  principal  inhabitant  of  the 

Town  of  Winchester,  in  said  Comity,  Greeting: 

Tn  the  name  of  the   Commonwealth   of   Massachusetts,   you    are 

hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of 

Winchester,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  vestry  of 

1  The  Winchester  Record,  vol.  i,  j.p.  294-306. 
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the  Congregational  Meeting-house  in  said  Winchester  on  Tuesday  the 
seventh  day  of  May  next,  instant,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  for 
the  purpose  of  choosing  Town  Officers  for  said  town,  for  the  current 
political  year.  And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant,  by  leaving 
a  copy  thereof,  by  you  attested,  at  the  dwelling-house  of  each  and 
every  inhabitant  of  said  Winchester,  four  days,  at  least,  before  the 
time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with  your 
doings  thereon,  to  me,  at  or  before  the  time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Winchester,  this  first  day  of  May,  a.d. 
1850. 

JOHN  A.  BOLI.ES,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

*A  true  copy. 

Attest:  BENJAMIN  F.  THOMPSON. 

Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant,  1  have  notified  and  warned  the 
inhabitants  of  Winchester,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet 
at  the  time  and  place,  and  for  the  purposes  within  named,  by  leaving 
a  copy  of  said  warrant,  by  me  attested,  at  the  dwelling-house  of  each 
and  every  inhabitant  of  said  Winchester,  four  days  before  the  time 
of  holding  said  meeting. 

Witness  my  hand  hereunto,  at  Winchester,  this  third  day  of  May, 
a.d.  1850. 

BENJAMIN  F.  THOMPSON. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Town  of  Winchester  was  held  in 
the  vestry  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  obedience  to  the 
above  warrant,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  on  the  seventh 
day  of  May,  a.d.  1850. 

"  John  A.  Bolles,  on  whom  devolved  the  duty  of  calling 
the  meeting  to  order,  after  a  few  pertinent  remarks,  alluding 
in  a  very  happy  manner  to  some  of  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  recent  incorporation  of  our  town,  the  beauty  of  its 
natural  features,  and  the  fertility  of  its  soil,  the  industry, 
enterprise,  and  general  intelligence  of  its  inhabitants,  read 
the  Act  of  Incorporation,1  after  which  the  meeting  pro- 
ceeded to  the  choice  of  the  following  town  officers.  Bal- 
loted for  Moderator.  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  159. 
Samuel  M.  Rice  had  80  votes,  and  was  elected."  He  was 
conducted  to  the  chair  by  Deacon  V>.  F.  Thompson. 

1  The  Winchester  Jlecord,  vol.  i,  No.  2  (frontispiece). 
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Proceeded  to  ballot  for  Town  Clerk.  Whole  number  of 
votes  east,  160.  David  Youngman  had  101  votes,  and  was 
elected. 

Sworn  into  office  by  Justice  Bolles,  May  7,  1850. 

Proceeded  to  ballot  for  three  Selectmen,  on  one  ticket. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  161. 

Nathan  B.  Johnson  had  126  votes,  Loring  Emerson  134, 
John  Symmes  155,  and  were  elected. 

Nathan  B.  Johnson  and  Loring  Emerson,  were  sworn  into 
office  by  Justice  Bolles,  May  7,  1850. 

Balloted  for  three  Assessors  on  one  ticket.  Cyrus  Bancroft, 
Ezekiel  Johnson,  and  Gardner  Symmes  were  elected.  J 

Mr.  Bancroft  and  Mr.  Johnson  were  sworn  into  office  May 
7,  1850. 

The  following  four  men  were  also  chosen  by  ballot,  Assist- 
ant Assessors :  Marshall  Wyman,  Zachariah  Richardson, 
Stephen    Cutter,    Marshall    Symmes. 

Proceeded  to  vote  for  Town  Treasurer.  Whole  number  of 
votes  cast,  153.     Samuel  B.  White  had  112,  and  was  elected. 

Balloted  for  three  School  Committeemen  on  one  ticket. 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  98. 

John  M.  Steele  had  86  votes,  Charles  Goddard  97,-  Fred- 
erick O.  Prince  53,  and  the}*  were  elected. 

The  following  five  persons  were  chosen,  by  nomination  by 
the  chair,  a  Committee  to  consider  a  plan  for  the  location  of 
the  town  schools,  and  report  the  same  at  the  next  Town 
Meeting:  Oliver  11.  Clark,  Joseph  Stone,  John  II.  Bacon, 
Charles  Kimball,  William  A.  Dodge,  Committee  on  Locating 
Schools. 

Chose  by  ballot  the  following  three  persons  to  act  as  Con- 
stables :  Samuel  B.  White,  Seth  Johnson,  William  A. 
Warren,  Constables. 

Adjourned  to  Monday,  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  instant, 
at  one  o'clock  P.M. 

DAVID    YOUNGMAN,   Town  Clerk. 
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Winchester,  May  20,  a.d.  1850. 

Agreeably  to  adjournment  the  town  met  and  made  choice 
of  the  following  officers.  Mr.  John  Symmes  having  declined 
to  serve  on  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
a  person  to  supply  his  place. 

Whole  number  of  votes,  50.  Charles  Mclntire  had  47,  and 
was  elected.     Sworn  into  office  same  da}'. 

Voted  to  choose  (lie  remaining  town  officers  hy  nomination 
at  large. 

Samuel  S.  Richardson,  Samuel  B.  White,  Dana  Fay, 
Josiah  Ilovey,  Samuel  G.  Grafton,  were  elected  Tithingmen. 

Alvan  Cheney,  Thomas  Kaler,  George  M.  Wyman,  Martin 
L.  Tirrell,  Andrew  N.  Shepard,  were  chosen  Field  Drivers. 

James  E.  Abbott,  Nathan  Jaquith,  Dana  Fay,  were  chosen 
Fence  Viewers. 

Sumner  Richardson,  Seth  Johnson,  K.  W.  Baker,  were 
chosen  Surveyors  of  Lumber. 

Benjamin  F.  Thompson  was  chosen  Sealer  of  Leather. 

Alvin  Taylor  and  Francis  Johnson  were  chosen  Measurers 
of  Wood  and  Bark. 

Joseph  us  Johnson  was  chosen  Undertaker. 

Edmund  Parker,  Harrison  Parker,  Samuel  S.  Richardson, 
were  chosen  Auditors. 

Cyrus  Bancroft  was  chosen  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

Nathan  Jaquith,  Marshall  Wyman,  David  W.  Johnson, 
William  Richardson,  Marshall  Symmes,  Highway  Surveyors. 

Adjourned  till  live  o'clock  this  present  day,  when  it  was 
voted  to  adjourn  to  Monday,  June  17,  A.D.  1850. 

Winchester,  Monday,  June  17,  a.d.  1850,  5  o'clock  p.m. 

The  citizens  of  the  town   met  agreeably  to   adjournment. 

The  Moderator,  Samuel  M.  Pice,  being  absent,  chose  Oliver 

It.  Clark,  Moderator,  pro  ton.     On  motion,  it  was  then  voted 

that  this  meeting  be  now  dissolved. 

DAVID   YOUNGMAN,   Town  Clerk . 


138  The  Winchester  Record. 

THE   FIRST   BY-LAWS   OF   THE   TOWN   OF 

WINCHESTER. 

The  Committee  chosen  at  the  meeting  of  this  town,  held 
May  20,  1850,  to  prepare  By-laws  for  said  town,  have 
attended  to  their  duty,  and  respectfully  report  for  consider- 
ation the  following  By-laws. 

JOHN  A.   BOLLES, 
S.  S.  KTOIIARDSON, 
O.  11.   CLARK, 
Winchester,  November,  1850.  Committee. 

ARTICLE   I. 

Notifications  of  Town  Meetings. 

A  written   or  printed   copy  of  every  warrant  for  a  Town 
Meeting,  attested   by  the  officer  or   person    to  whom   it   is 
directed,  shall  he  left  at  every  dwelling-house   in  the   town, 
seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time   warned  in  the  warrant     . 
for  holding  said  meeting.  , 

ARTICLE    II. 

Mode  of  Proceeding  at   Toivn  Meeting. 

When  the  town  meeting  is  called  to  order,  all  persons 
present  shall  obey  the  call  and  sit  down  uncovered. 

When  the  meeting  has  been  duly  organized,  the  presiding 
officer  shall  call  on  any  clergyman  present  to  open  the  meet- 
ing with  prayer. 

The  Town  Clerk  shall  then  read  the  warrant,  and  the 
Moderator  shall  submit  the  articles  therein  contained,  to  the 
action  of  the  town. 

The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  shall  be  governed  by  those 
rules  of  order  which  prevail  in  deliberative  assemblies. 

Every  question  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the  Moderator  ; 
but  an  appeal  from  his  decision  may  be  made  to  the  meeting, 
and  such  appeal  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 
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No  person  shall  remain  standing,  except  when  casting  his 
ballot,  or  when  he  addresses  the  chair,  and  all  shall  remain 
uncovered  during  the  meeting. 

When  called  to  order  b}'  the  Moderator,  the  person  speak- 
ing shall  at  once  sit  down,  and  remain  seated  until  the  point 
of  order  is  decided. 

No  one  shall  speak  twice  on  any  one  subject  if  any  other 
citizen  desires  to  speak  ;  nor  shall  any  person  speak  more  than 
twenty  minutes  at  one  time,  except  by  a  vote  of  permission. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Police  and  Police  Regulations. 

The  Selectmen  shall  appoint  annually  two  or  more  Police 
Officers,  whose  special  duty  it  shall  be  to  see  that  these  By- 
laws are  duly  enforced,  and  who  shall  remain  in  office  until 
others  are  appointed  in  their  stead,  subject  to  removal  by 
the  Selectmen. 

The  Police  Officers  shall  receive  from  the  town  such  com- 
pensation as  the  Selectmen  may  deem  reasonable. 

The}r  shall  disperse  all  gatherings  in  the  streets  or  else- 
where by  day  or  night,  of  noisy  men  or  boys,  and  may  and 
shall  take  into  custody  all  disorderly  persons,  and  persons 
found  wandering  at  unseasonable  hours  and  in  suspicious 
places,  and  hold  them  in  custody  until  they  can  be  brought 
before  a  magistrate  for  examination. 

All  idle  or  disorderly  children  who  shall  misspend  their 
time  in  the  streets  or  fields  during  school  hours ;  all  persons 
who  shall,  by  day  or  night,  congregate  noisily  in  or  about 
the  streets,  or  disturb  the  public  quiet  by  unauthorized  ring- 
ing of  church  or  other  bell,  or  in  any  other  improper  manner ; 
or  who  shall,  on  Sunday,  in  idle  sport,  or  needless  labor,  or 
in  fishing  or  hunting;  or  who  shall,  at  any  time,  deface,  pull 
down,  or  injure  any  building,  fence,  sign,  or  any  other  struc- 
ture in  this  town,  not  under  his   own   rightful   control ;   or 
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shall  trespass  on  any  property,  real  or  personal,  or  wrongfully 
remove  therefrom,  or  injure  thereon,  any  tree,  plant,  shrub, 
fruit,  or  vegetable ;  or  who  shall  create  any  disturbance  of, 
or  in,  any  lawful  meeting  of  the  citizens  or  people  of  this 
town;  or  be  guilty  of  using  profane  or  obscene  language  in 
public  or  in  the  hearing  of  others:  or  who  shall  indecently 
expose  his  person  by  bathing  or  in  any  other  way,  in  sight 
of  the  public  road  or  of  any  private  dwelling;  or  who  shall 
ride  or  drive  any  vehicle  with  dangerous  speed  along  any 
public  way:  or  who  shall  permit  any  dangerous  animals  to 
go  at  large ;  or  shall  discharge  firearms  in  or  near  the  street, 
or  make  any  needless  and  alarming  noise  or  tumult  ;  or 
leave  or  occasion  any  needless  obstruction,  or  make  any 
nuisance  in  the  highway  or  on  the  sidewalk,  or  move  any 
building,  without  permission  in  writing  from  one  of  the 
Selectmen,  along  or  across  any  street,  shall,  for  each  and 
every  one  of  such  offences,  be  severalty  liable  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  twenty  dollars. 

When  any  of  the  foregoing  offences  is  committed  by  a 
minor,  or  person  under  guardianship,  the  penalty  may  be 
recovered  of  him,  or  his  parent  or  guardian. 

In  all  cases  of  conviction  for  any  violation  of  these  In- 
laws, one  half  of  the  fine  imposed  shall  go  to  the  person  by 
whom  the  complaint  is  made,  and  one  half  to  the  Town 
Treasurer. 

ATLTICLE    IV. 

Financial. 

The  Financial  Year  shall  begin  with  the  first  day  of 
Makch,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of  February,  in  each  and 
every  year. 

No  money,  except  State  and  County  Taxes,  shall  be  paid  . 
from  the  town   treasury  without  a  warrant  therefor,  signed 
by  the  major  part  of  the  Selectmen. 

All  taxes  shall  be  assessed  and  committed  to  the  Collector 


The  Fir  at  By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Winchester.        Ill 

on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  in  each  year,  except  valu- 
ation year,  and  in  that  year  as  early  as  may  be. 

The  Collector  shall  deliver  all  "the  tax-bills  within  fourteen 
days  after  such  commitment. 

Upon  all  tax-bills  not  paid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
October  in  each  year,  there  shall  be  charged  full  legal  inter- 
est from  the  date  of  their  assessment;  provided  that  this 
regulation  shall  not  limit  or  restrain  the  power  of  the 
Assessors. 

On  the  first  secular  day  of  each  month  the  Collector  shall 
pay  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  town,  all  taxes  by  him  col- 
lected, and  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  in  each 
year,  make  up  his  annual  account,  and  render  the  same  to 
the  Selectmen. 

The  Town  Treasurer  shall,  on  the  first  secular  day  of 
March,  annually,  render  to  the  Selectmen,  in  writing,  a  full 
account  of  all  the  receipts,  expenditures,  and  disbursements 
of  the  town  for  the  financial  year  last  past,  and  said  account 
shall  be  by  them  printed,  and  a  copy  thereof  loft  at  every 
dwelling  in  the  town,  seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  annual 
town  meeting. 

ARTICLE   V. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  Records  of  the  town,  including  the  records  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  town  meetings,  and.  of  the  Selectmen,  and 
the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  shall  be  kept 
in  a  fire-proof  safe,  and  shall,  with  the  other  books,  maps, 
papers,  and  documents  belonging  to  the  town,  be  deposited 
and  kept  in  such  place  as  the  Selectmen  shall  think  proper. 

A  printed  copy  of  the  By-laws  of  the  town  shall  be  left 
annually  in  the  month  of  March  at  every  dwelling  in  town. 

Every  officer  of  the  town  who  shall  wilfully  neglect  or 
violate  any  of  these  By-laws  which  relates  to  his  official  duty 
shall  be  liable  to  a  hue  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars. 
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We  append  a  by-law  recorded  in  the  town  of  Woburn  in 
1664:  — 

"  7  of  1.  mo.  1664.  It  is  ordered  and  agreed  by  the  select 
men  of  this  towne  that  all  inhabitants  shall  have  liberty  at  any 
gencrall  town  meeting  to  declare  either  by  word  or  writing 
an}r  grevance  that  may  bee  upon  their  sperits  provided  it  bee 
dun  orderly  and  by  leve  of  him  that  is  to  order  spech  and 
silence  and  that  who  so  ever  shall  disorderly  speak  or  goe  on 
to  take  up  the  time  unnecessary,  they  shall  pay  to  the  town 
five  shillings  for  every  such  offence." 

The  nuisance  thus  dealt  with  two  hundred  and  twenty 
years  ago  is  a  very  difficult  one  to  abate,  "  Grevanees  upon 
the  sperits"  will  probably  "goe  on  to  take  up  the  time  un- 
necessary," the  best  of  by-laws  notwithstanding. 


EXTRACTS   FROM   THE   SELECTMEN'S 
RECORDS.1 

Winchester,  November  11,  1850. 

The  Selectmen  for  Winchester,  Nathan  R.  Johnson  and 
Loring  Emerson  (John  Symmes  having  declined  serving), 
met  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office,  and  decided  to  issue  a 
warrant  for  a  town  meeting,  to  be  holden  on  the  20th  day 
of  May  instant. 

The  warrant  was  drawn  in  due  form  by  the  Clerk  and 
received  the  signatures  of  the  Selectmen,  and  was  then  given 
to  Samuel  B.  White,  Constable,  to  be  served  according  to 

DAVID  YOUNGMAN,  Clerk. 

Winchester,  May  18,  1850. 

The  Selectmen,  Nathan  B.  Johnson  and  Loring  Emerson, 

met  at  the  Town  Clerk's  ollice  and  decided  to  call  a  town 

meeting  on  the  27th  of  May,  inst.,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 

1  Vol.  i. 
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a  Representative  to  Congress  from    the    4th    Congressional 

District.     The  proper  warrant  was  drawn  and  received  the 

Selectmen's  signatures,  and  was'passed  over  to  Seth  Johnson, 

Constable,  to  be  legally  served. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Woburn,  dated  May  14,  signed 

by    John    Tidd,    in    relation    to    the    paupers    belonging    in 

Winchester. 

DAVID  YOUNGMAN,  Clerk. 

Winchester,  May  20,  1S50. 

A  warrant  was  issued,  in  due  form  by  the  Clerk,  contain- 
ing a  list  of  all  the  officers  who  had  not  received  the  Oath 
of  Office,  and  given  to  William  A.  Warren,  Constable,  of 
Winchester,  requiring  him  to  serve  the  same  in  a  legal 
manner. 

On  the  21st  of  May  a  letter  was  received  from  N. 
Wyman,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Woburn,  dated  May  17, 
"  Informing  us  of  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  settle 
with  the  Town  of  Winchester." 

On  the  24th  of  May,  the  Governor's  Precept  was  received, 
authorizing  and  requiring  a  meeting  to  be  called  on  the 
27th  day,  inst.,  for  the  choice  of  Representative  to  Congress ; 
and  on  the  same  day  another  warrant  was  issued  by  the 
Selectmen  and  given  to  S.  B.  White,  Constable,  with  direc- 
tions to  serve  in  a  legal  manner. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  a  letter  was  received  .from  Col. 
William  P.  Winchester,  dated  May  25,  inst.,  and  containing 
a  check  for  83,000,  on  the  Massachusetts  Bank  of  Boston, 
as  a  present  to  the  Town  of  Winchester. 

DAVID  YOUNGMAJST,  Clerk. 


!    " 


BOARD   OF  HEALTH.* 

Nathan  B.  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Select- 
men, requested  John  Edgecomb  to  remain  at  .home  as  a  mat- 

1  Extract  from  Clerk's  Book,  p.  2.  May  11, 1850. 
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ter  of  safety  and  propriety  (on  the  account  of  there  being, 
at  his  house  in  Winchester,  a  lady  sick  with  genuine  small- 
pox), until  such  time  as  it  should  be  considered  by  the  phy- 
sician safe  and  advisable  for  him  to  go  out. 

No  Smallpox.1 — The  story  that  lias  been  in  circulation 
about  town  for  the  past  few  days,  that  Antoine  Raymond's 
children  were  sick  with  smallpox,  is  false,  as  the  following 
will  testify :  — 

Having  to-day  visited  and  examined  the  children  (George 
and  Eva)  of  Mr.  Antoine  Raymond,  1  pronounce  them  to  be 
free  from  smallpox  or  other  contagious  diseases;  nor  have 
they  had  smallpox  or  varioloid  within  two  months.  I  have 
no  reason  to  think  they  have  had  it  at  any  time.  They  were 
vaccinated  thirty  days  ago. 

F.  WIlSTSOK,  Cleric  to  the  Hoard  of  Health. 
AYinch ester,  November  11,  1885. 


THE   FIRST  CONSTABLES.2 

Samuel  B.  White,  Seth  Johnson,  William  A.  Warren, 
were  the  first  Constables  chosen.  The  second  town  warrant 
was  served  by  Samuel  B.  White,  the  third  by  Seth  Johnson, 
and  the  fourth  by  William  A.  Warren.  Samuel  B.  White 
died  Noveihber  9,  1878.  Seth  Johnson  is  still  a  resident  of 
Winchester,  December  1,  1885.  William  A.  Warren  resides 
in  Peppereli,  Mass. 


MINUTES   OF   THE   FIRST   MEETING   OF   THE 
SCHOOL   COMMITTEE.3 

The  first  meeting  of  the  School  Committee  of  Winchester 
was  held  on  2d  May,  1850,  and  they  were  organized  by  the 

1  From  The  Winchester  Star. 

1  Extract  from  the  Winchester  Police  RecordSi 

5  From  the  Records  of  the  Winchester  School  Committee. 
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election  of  John  M.  Steele  for  chairman,  and  Frederick  0. 
Prince,  secretary. 

It  was  voted  that  the  secretary  give  immediate  notice  to 
the  candidates  for  the  office  of  teachers  in  the  several  schools, 
that  the  committee  are  ready  to  make  the  exami nation 
required  by  law  respecting  their  qualifications  for  instruc- 
tors.    The  committee  then  adjourned. 

F.  O.  PRINCE,  Secretary. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  first  entry  in  the  records  of  the 
School  Committee  of  Winchester,  Massachusetts. 

DANIEL   MARCH,  Jr.,  Sec.  School   Committee. 
Winchester,  November  3,  1885. 

[The  date  of  this  record  must  have  been  a  mistake  of 
the  first  secretary.  It  is  distinctly  "2d  May,"  but  the 
town  meeting  elected  the  School  Committee  on  May  7,  and  the 
meeting  for  organization  could  not  have  preceded  the  elec- 
tion, unless  the  result  of  the  first  town  meeting  was  antici- 
pated with  such  confidence  that  the  prospective  School 
Committee  ventured  to  act,  —  possibly  under  the  urgency  of 
the  school  season.  ,  g.  c] 
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BIRTHS    REGISTERED    IN   WINCHESTER,    1851 

David  Young  man,  Register. 


Jan.  6,  Charles  Richardsoii, 
Jan.  8,  Adeliza  Ward. 
Feb.  13,  William  Adams. 
Feb.  20,  Bridget  Sullivan. 
Feb.  22,  Florence  E.  Vickcry. 
Feb.  28,  Charles  Wiggin. 
March  5>,  Joel  F.  Whitney. 
March  10,  Julia  M.  Cram. 
March  12,  Milton  F.  Jaquith. 
March  14,  Edwin  P.  Hutchinson. 
March  30,  John  A.  Spalding. 
April  5,  Samuel  S.  llolton. 

,  Frank  Devvson. 

April  80,  Anna  S.  Richardson, 
May  4,  Eliza  J.  Nowell, 
May  5,  Frank  W.  Wethcrbee. 

May  G, Whorf  (male). 

July  3,  Clara  E.  Youngman. 
July  9,  William  L.  Eaton. 
July  11,  Andrew  J.  Wood. 


July  21,  John  McGlenon. 
July  28,  Clara  R.  Sanderson. 
August  3,  Edward  E.  Gerry. 
August  8,  Augusta  Bancroft. 
August  22,  George  Norton. 
August  21,  George  E.  Swan. 
Sept.  0,  Frank  Rice. 
Sept.  13,  Alice  F.  Symmes. 
Sept.  13,  Henry  P.  Wyman. 
Sept.  13,  James  II.  Richardson. 

Sept.  14, Blood  (male). 

Sept.  22, Clement  (male). 

Sept.  30,  William  II.  Day. 
Nov.  b,  William  L.  Taylor. 
Nov.  15,  Adelaide  C.  Hutchinson. 

Dec.  8, Maxwell  (female). 

Dec.  18, Carr  (female). 

Dec.  22,  Charles  S.  Cheney. 


Dec.  2.' 


Hatch  (female). 


Dec.  26,  Harrison  A.  Hatch, 


GEORGE  W.   SFURR,    Town  Clerk. 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN   WINCHESTER,    1851. 
David  Youxgman,  Register. 


Date. 

Name. 

Years. 

Months 

Days. 

1851. 

January     23 

John  Carroll 

35 

»     '       25 

Sophia  M.  Ward 

35 

February  14 

Samuel  Hutchinson 

32 

•>b 

Frederick  S.  Ward 

2 

10 

April           4 

Ly.dia  Pierce  .     .     . 

SI 

,.              22 

Alexander  Cameron 

1 

11 

G 

May            10 

Mary  Simonds     .     . 

Gl 

22 

Mary  F.  Adams 

3 

10 

June           21 

James  Adams      .     . 

31 

,.              25 

Charles  Russell     '  . 

53 

August       12 

Milton  F.  Jaquith   • 

r, 

24 

James  S.  Jackson    . 

3] 

Samuel  Sy mines 

75 

September  9 

Mary  C.  Gridley 

23 

;,       13 

xlbby  Bailey  .    .    . 

13 

,,          15 

Lora  Richardson     . 

1 

10 

Maria  L.  Lawrence 

1 

5 

22 

Adelaide  Johnson    . 

2 

28 

George  J.  C.  Locke 

2 

3 

October       7 

Arthur  11.  Cutter    . 

1 

9 

7 

Florence  Gardner    . 

1 

11 

•»'        12 

Ellen  Leahy    .     .     . 

22 

28 

James  Baldwin  .     . 

24 

2 

5 

December   7 

Thomas  11.  Tisdale 

42 

„       io 

Maxwell 

2 

19 

Pamelia  S.  Johnson 

3 

GEORGE  W.   SPURR,  Town  Clerk. 


■MM  it!! 


Kirst  Unitarian  Church. 
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WINCHESTER   UNITARIAN   SOCIETY. 

BY   EDWIN   AUGUSTUS    WADLEIGH. 

The  first  movement  in  regard  to  a  Unitarian  Society  in 
Winchester  was  in  the  year  1855,  when  a  ■  Sunday-school 
was  organized  by  the  writer,  and  continued  nearly  four 
years  under  his  superintendence.  Its  meetings  were  held  a 
portion  of  the  time  in  the  Mystic  Schoolhouse,  and  at  other 
times  in  what  is  now  Livingstone  Hall,  and  the  house  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Sharon,  who  cheerfully  gave  the  use  of  her  rooms, 
and  was  herself  untiring  in  her  efforts  to  make  the  school  a 
success.  This  good  lady  is  still  living,  and  her  eighty-fifth 
birthday  was  pleasantly  observed  March  1,  1885.  Although 
now  prevented  by  physical  inability  from  making  any  active 
efforts  in  the  Society,  she  yet  retains  the  full  possession  of 
all  her  faculties,  and  is  still  deeply  interested  in  whatever 
pertains  to  its  usefulness  and  prosperity.  Funds  for  the 
support  of  the  school  were  contributed  by  friends  in  this 
town,  and  by  others  in  Medford,  Cambridgeport,  and  Boston. 
The  Rev.  Charles  Brooks,  of  Med  ford,  was  very  much  inter- 
ested in  the  school,  and  donated  to  it  some  books  for  a 
library.  The  Hon.  Albert  Fearing  gave  a  large  pulpit  Bible. 
The  average  attendance  at  first  was  about  thirty  scholars,  but 
toward  the  end  it  numbered  fifty  or  sixty,  about  one  half  of 
whom  were  brought  by  Mrs.  Sharon  from  the  Industrial  School 
for  Girls,  which  was  then  located  in  this  town,  and  of  which 
she  was  the  matron.  During  that  period  evening  meetings 
were  held  in  the  Mystic  Schoolhouse,  at  which  the  Rev.  John 
F.  W.  Ware  came  up  from  Cambridgeport,  Chas.  Brooks  and 
Theo.  Tebbetts  from  Medford,  B.  Frost  from  Concord,  and 
others  of  the  clergy  who  joined  in  this  mission  work,  and 
preached  before  interested  audiences.  The  Sunday-school 
and  church  services,  however,  were  discontinued  in  the 
spring  of  1858,  partly  from  the  difficulty  of  getting  a  good 
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place  of  meeting,  and  because  the  Unitarian  families  in  the 
town  were  not  then  ready  to  break  away  from  churches 
where  they  had  been  accustomed  to  attend  service,  and- 
unite  in  an  organization  here.  But  as  was  well  said  by 
the  deceased  pastor  of  the  present  Society  :  "  No  one  can 
believe  that  the  efforts  of  that  little  band  of  faithful 
teachers  were  entirely  lost.  Some  minds  must  be  wiser, 
some  lives  happier,  some  hearts  better,  for  what  was  done 
in  those  four  years;  inasmuch  as  in  the  whole  field  of 
Christianity  there  is  no  wasted  seed,  but  whatsoever  a 
man  soweth  that  shall  lie  also  reap." 

Several  years  elapsed  after  that  disbanding,  when  the  Rev. 
S.  R.  Calthrop  came  to  spend  a  Sunday  with  his  Winchester 
friends.  About  twenty-live  persons  who  heard  of  his  coming 
met  in  the  parlor  of  Dr.  Winsor's  house,  and  there,  on  Sun- 
day, November  19,  1865,  listened  to  a  sermon  on  "  Inspira- 
tion "  which  inspired  them  with  a  determination  to  hear 
more  of  the  same  gospel.  Another  service  was  accordingly 
held  in  the  lower  Lyceum  Hall  on  the  following  Sunday,  at 
which  mure  than  eighty  persons  were  assembled. 

As  the  interest  increased,  on  November  29,  1865,  the  fol- 
lowing act  of  association  was  drawn  up  and  signed :  ~ 

We,  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  the  town  of  Winchester  and  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  corpora- 
tion in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  thirty-second  chapter  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  of  Massachusetts,  hereby  associate  ourselves 
together  as- a  religious  society  for  religious  purposes  in  the  town  of 
Winchester  aforesaid,  under  the  corporate  name  of  "  The  Winchester 
Unitarian  Society." 

The  first  meeting  of  said  corporation  to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Dr. 
Frederick  Wiiisor,  of  Winchester  aforesaid,  on  Wednesday,  the  fifth 
of  December,  a.  d.  18G5,  at  half -past  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
notice  whereof  is  hereby  accepted. 

Charles  J.  Bishop,  Charles  V.  Curtis,  Edward  Shattuck,  Frederick 
O.  Prince,  Edwin  A.  Wadleigh,  F.  Winsor,  Joseph  Goddard.  Alexis 
II.  Field,  G.  W.  SpniT,  C.  J.  Bishop,  Jr.,  Thos.  P.  Aver,  Leonard 
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Nutter,  Joel  Whitney,  Geo.  P.  Brown,  F.   W.  Perry,   Wm.  Pratt, 
Samuel  F.  Ham,  Rosea  Dunbar. 

Cambridge,  December  1,  1865.  Received  and  recorded  with  Mid- 
dlesex South  District  Deeds,  book  959,  p.  9. 

Attest:  CIIAS.  B.  STEVENS,  Registrar. 

Ten  of  these  individuals  are  now  connected  with  the 
Society,  six  have  removed  to  other  places,  and  two  have 
deceased. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  corporation  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  December  5,  1805,  at  which  meeting  C.  J. 
Bishop  was  chosen  moderator;  Chas.  P.  Curtis,  clerk;  F. 
Winsor,  treasurer ;  C.J.  Bishop,  T.  P.  Ayer,  E.  A.  Wadleigh, 
F.  O.  Prince,  and  Edward  Shattuck,  standing  committee  in 
connection  with  the  clerk  and  treasurer.  A  code  of  By-laws 
was  adopted,  and  the  third  religious  society  in  Winchester 
entered  upon  its  corporate  existence. 

Lyceum  Hall  was  engaged,  and  the  Winchester  Unitarian 
Society  held  its  first  religious  service  on  Sunday,  December 
3,  1865,  one  hundred  persons  being  present.  A  Sunday- 
school  was  formed  in  the  afternoon,  with  Charles  J.  Bishop 
as  its  superintendent,  and  fifty  scholars  came  together  as  the 
nucleus  of  the  present  school. 

The  pulpit  for  the  first  six  months  was  occupied  by  differ- 
ent clergymen.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society,  May 
18,  1866,  it  was  voted  to  invite  the  Rev.  Richard  Metcalf,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  to  become  the  pastor.  The  call  was  ac- 
cepted, and  on  June  14,  1866,  he  was  duly  installed.  The 
order  of  services  was  as  follows  :  — 

Introductory  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Eli  Fay,  of  Woburn  ; 
reading  from  the  Scriptures  by  the  Rev.  John  M.  Marsters, 
of  North  Cambridge;  original  hymn  by  the  Rev.  S.  G.  Bul- 
fineh,  D.D.,  of  Cambridge;  sermon  by  the  Rev.  James  Free- 
man Clarke,  D.i>.,  of  Boston  ;  installing  prayer  by  the  Rev.  L. 
J.  Livermore,  of  Lexington  ;  charge  by  the  Rev.  Rufus  Ellis, 
D.D.,  of  Boston  ;    right  hand  of  fellowship  by  the  Rev.  II.  C. 
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Badger,  of  Cambridgeport ;  address  to  the  people  by  the  Rev. 
S.  R.  Calthrop,  of  Roxbury ;  concluding  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Thomas  J.  Mumford,  of  Dorchester ;  benediction  by  the 
Pastor. 

The  anniversary  of  this  occasion  was  observed  every  year 
for  fifteen  years  by  a  social  gathering  in  the  vestries  of  the 
church,  when  pastor  and  people  came  together,  and  rejoiced 
in  the  bond  of  union  which  had  been  formed. 

On  June  26,  1806,  William  Everett,  a  son  of  Edward 
Everett,  then  a  resident  of  the  town,  and  a  worshiper  in 
the  church,  presented  the  Society  with  a  set  of  communion- 
vessels,  consisting  of  four  goblets,  two  plates,  and  a  tankard. 

After  occupying  Lyceum  Hall  for  several  years  it  was 
found  to  be  insufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  Society,  and 
in  18G9  the  incipient  steps  were  taken  toward  the  purchase 
of  land  and  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship. 

In  furtherance  of  this  purpose  it  was  deemed  necessary 
to  newly  organize  the  Society,  and  the  following  petition 
was  issued :  — 

To  George  P.  Jjroirn,  Esquire,  of  Winchester,  one  of  the  Justices 

of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Middlesex:  — 

The  undersigned,  together  with  others  our  associates,  now  acting 
under  the  name  of  the  Winchester  Unitarian  Society,  proposing  to 
build  a  house  of  public  worship  in  the  town  of  Winchester  in  the 
County  aforesaid,  and  being  desirous  to  organize  as,  and  become, 
a  corporation,  request  you  to  i^sue  your  warrant  directed  to  some 
one  of  their  number  requiring  him  to  warn  the  persons  proposing 
to  build  said  house  of  public  worship  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place 
as  may  be  appointed  in  said  warrant  for  the  following  purposes, 
namely:  — 

1st.  To  organize  and  become  an  incorporated  religious  society 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  30th  Chapter  of  the  General 
Statutes  of  Massachusetts  under  the  name  of  the  Winchester  Unitarian 
Society. 

2d.    To  choose  all  the  necessary  and  proper  officers. 

3d,     To  adopt  a  Constitution  and  By-laws. 

4th.  To  take  such  action  in  regard  to  building  said  house  of  public 
worship  and  the  acquisition  of  a  piece  of  land  therefor  as  may  be 
requisite. 
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5th.     To  transact  such  other  business  as  may  legally  come  before 

them. 

CHARLES  P.  CURTIS.       EDWIN  A.  WADLETGII. 

JOHN   B.  WlNSLOW..       FREDERICK   WINSOR. 

JOS1AIL  F.  STONE.  OLIVER  L.   WELLINGTON. 

F.  W.  PERRY. 

And  thereupon,  the  following  warrant  was  issued:  — 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
Middlesex,  ss.  [l.s.] 

To  Charles  J'.  Curtis,  of  Winchester,  in  said  County:  — 

You  are  hereby  required  to  warn  your  associates  now  acting'  under 
the  name  of  the  Winchester  Unitarian  Society,  proposing  to  build 
a  house  of  public  worship  in  said  town,  to  meet  in  the  Lower  Hall 
of  th<*  Lyceum  Building'  hi  said  town  on  Thursday,  the  twenty-second 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine,  at  S  o'clock  p.m.,  for  the  following  purposes,  viz:  1st.  To 
organize  as,  and  become,  an  incorporated  Religious  Society  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  30th  Chapter  of  the  General  Statutes  of 
Massachusetts  under  the  name  of  the  Winchester  Unitarian  Society. 
2d,  To  choose  all  necessary  and  proper  officers.  3d.  To  adopt 
a  Constitution  and  By-laws. 

4th.  To  lake  such  action  in  reference  to  the  building  of  said  house 
of  public  worship  and  the  acquisition  of  a  piece  of  land  therefor 
as  may  be  requisite. 

5th.  To  transact  such  other  business  as  may  legally  come  before 
them. 

And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  an 
attested  copy  thereof  on  the  outer  door  of  the  meeting-house  now 
used  by  you  and  your  associates  under  the  name  of  the  Winchester 
Unitarian  Society,  seven  days  at  least  before  said  meeting,  making 
due  return  to  me  of  your  doings  in  the  premises. 

Dated  at  Winchester  this  thirteenth  day  of  April,  a.d.  1869. 

GEORGE   P.  BROWN*  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Middlesex,  ss. 

I,  Charles  P.  Curtis,  on  oath  depose  that  I  have  served  the  foregoing 
warrant  in  the  manner  therein  directed,  namely,  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  April,  a.d.  I860. 

CHARLES   P.  CURTIS. 

Suhs<'ribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  22d  day  of  April,  a.d. 
lsi>'-*-  GEORGE  P.  BROWN,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  warrant  the  associates  for 
the  building  of  a  house  of  public  worship  in  Winchester  and 
for  organizing  an  incorporated  religious  society  met- at  the 
time  and  place  appointed  in  said  warrant,  at  which  meeting 
all  the  parties  subscribing  the  application  aforesaid,  together 
with  fifty  and  upward  of  their  associates,  were  present.  The 
meeting  was  called  to  order  by  George  P.  Brown,  Esq.,  the 
justice. of  the  peace  who  issued  the  aforesaid  warrant;  and 
after  the  application,  the  warrant,  and  the  return  thereon 
had  been  read,  it  was  voted  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a 
clerk  by  ballot,  and  Charles  P.  Curtis  was  elected  and  sworn 
by  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  as  clerk.  Thomas  P.  Ayer 
was  chosen  moderator.  A  new  code  of  By-laws  was  adopted. 
Edward  Shattuck  was  chosen  treasurer,  and  John  B. 
Winslow,  F.  W.  Perry,  Frederick  Winsor,  S.  W.  Twombly, 
and  L.  11.  Symmes,  standing  committee  in  connection  with 
the  clerk  and  treasurer. 


Voted,  That  all  the  doings  of  the  society  heretofore  acting  under 
the  name  of  the  Winchester  Unitarian  Society  be,  and  the  same  arc, 
hereby  ratified,  continued,  and  adopted  by  the  Society  as  now 
organized. 

Voted,  That  this  Society  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  28th 
Section  of  the  80th  Chapter  of  the  General  Statutes  lix  upon  the  sum 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  as  the  value  of  the  real  and  personal  estate 
which  it  may  hold  in  addition  to  its  meeting-house. 


Thomas  P.  Ayer  and  Franklin  W.Perry  were  the  building 
committee.  A  lot  of  land  pleasantly  located  on  Main  Street, 
near  the  centre  of  the  town,  was  purchased  of  Francis  John- 
son and  others  in  May,  1869.  The  corner-stone  of  the  pres- 
ent church-edifice  was  laid  August  25, 18G9,  with  appropriate 
ceremonies,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  gathering.  A  writer 
at  the  time  thus  alludes  to  this  occasion  :  — 

"The  whole  service  had  a  cosy,  family  look.  The  singing 
was  done  chiefly  by  the  Sunday-school,  and  was  very  beauti- 
ful and  appropriate,  like  most  occasions  in  that  Winchester 
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Society.  The  scholars  stood  in  one  corner  around  the  organ, 
the  older  people  sat  on  the  banks,  the  walls,  or  wherever 
they  could  find  a  stick  of  timber,  and  the  babies  that  could 
stand  up  alone  were  trotting  round  near  the  minister,  with- 
out being  a  bit  in  awe  of  him.  All  seemed  interested  in 
what  was  going  on,  because  not  merely  the  men,  but  nearly 
every  woman  and  child  lias  given  something  toward  the 
building." 

Thursday  evening,  March  17,  1870,  the  meeting-house  was 
dedicated  to  its  sacred  uses.  The  services  were  of  a  simple 
character,  and  were  begun  by  the  Sunday-school  children 
singing  a  hymn,  after  which  the  chairman  of  the  building 
committee  made  an  address  and  delivered  the  key  of  the 
house  to  the  chairman  of  the  standing  committee,  who  made 
a  proper  response.  Next,  followed  an  appropriate  sermon  by 
the  pastor,  after  which  select  passages  from  Scripture  were 
read  by  the  minister  and  congregation  alternately,  and  the 
services  were  concluded  by  singing  a  doxology.  The  archi- 
tect of  the  building  was  Thomas  W.  Silloway,  of  Boston. 
The  house  is  forty-six  feet  wide  in  front  and  forty-two  in  the 
rear,  the  extreme  length  being  eighty-one  feet.  A  tower  on 
the  front  right-hand  corner  is  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  high. 
The  auditorium  contains  seventy -two  pews,  with  seats  for 
three  hundred  and  eighty  persons,  and  room  in  the  gallery 
for  fourteen  pews.  The  cost  of  the  land,  building,  and  fur- 
niture was  about  £23,000,  most  of  which  was  met  by  the 
generous  contributions  of  members  and  friends  of  the  Society 
here  and  elsewhere.  Among  the  subscriptions  outside  of 
the  limits  of  the  town  were  one  of  61,000  from  Alexander 
Moseley,  and  another  of  like  amount  from  J.  B.  Winn,  of 
VYoburn. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  standing  committee,  June  4,  1871,  a 
letter  was  read  from  C.  P.  Curtis,  resigning  the  position  of 
clerk  of  the  Society,  which  he  had  filled  since  the  organization 
ol  the  Society  nearly  six  years  previously,  on  account  of  re- 
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moval  from  town.  At  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Soci- 
ety (1871)  Thomas  P.  Ay'er  was  chosen  clerk,  and  continued 
to  hold  this  office  ten  years,  when  he  declined  a  reelection, 
and  was  succeeded  by  3).  Nelson  Skillings,  who  served  three 
years,  and  he,  in  1884,  by  E.  A.  Wadleigh,  the  present  incum- 
bent of  the  oflice.  The  first  treasurer  was  Dr.  F.  Winsor, 
who  served  one  year,  followed  by  Edward  Shattuck,  who 
served  four  years,  Edwin  A.  Wadleigh  twelve  y\ars,  and 
Wm.  Webb,  the  present  incumbent  of  the  office,  who  has 
held  it  three  years.  Two  members  of  the  present  standing 
committee  (Winsor  and  Shattuck)  have  been  members  of  it 
since  the  Society  was  organized.  The  officers  of  the  Society 
at  the  present  lime  are  Edwin  A.  Wadleigh,  clerk  ;  Wm. 
Webb,  treasurer;  Frederick  Winsor,  Robert  C.  Metcalf, 
Edward  Shattuck,  D.  Nelson  Skillings,  J.  Herbert  Dwinell, 
standing  committee  in  connection  with  the  clerk  and  treas- 
urer. Through  the  liberality  of  the  late  Emmons  Hamlin, 
then  a  member  of  the  Society,  a  large  chapel-organ  was 
placed  in  the  church  in  1873,  in  an  alcove  which  had  been 
left  for  that  purpose. 

THE   KEY.    RICHARD   METCALF. 

The  history  of  this  Society  would  be  incomplete  without 
something  more  than  a  passing  allusion  to  the  beloved  pastor 
who  was  so  long  and  intimately  connected  with  it,  and  who 
spent  his  last  days  in  its  service. 

Richard  Metcalf,  son  of  Joel  and  Susannah  (Houghton) 
Metcalf,  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  August  19, 1829.  He 
received  his  earl}T  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city,  and  had  the  reputation  of  great  studiousness  and 
fidelity.  In  1843,  on  the  establishment  of  the  Providence 
High  School,  he  entered  that  school  as  one  of  its  first 
members.  When  two  thirds  through  his  high-school  course 
lie  made  up  his  mind  somewhat  suddenly  to  enter  college 
and  prepare  himself  for  a  professional  career.     Hardly  more 
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than  n  year  remained  for  going  over  the  ground  required  in 
the  classics  for  entering  with  his  class  ;  but  so  well  was  that 
brief  time  spent  that  he  passed  the  examinations  with  the 
highest  honors.  He  entered  Brown  University  in  1847. 
His  course  through  college,  as  his  classmates  testify,  was 
quite  in  keeping  with  this  exceptional  beginning.  He  took 
the  highest  rank  among  unusually  able  competitors  from  the  \ 

very  beginning.  He  was  not  only  first  in  his  class  through- 
out, but  was  first  in  each  separate  study.  He  was  graduated 
from  Brown  University  in  1351,  delivering  the  valedictory 
address  at  Commencement  with  an  oration  on  "The  true 
fruits  of  scholarship."  On  his  graduation  lie  was  offered  an 
important  place  among  the  offices  of  instruction  which  .would 
have  led  to  a  permanent  professorship,  but  he  declined, 
having  determited  to  enter  the  ministerial  profession.  In 
1851,  the  year  of  his  graduation,  lie  entered  the  Cambridge 
Divinity  School,  and  graduating  therefrom  in  1854,  he  took 
charge  at  once  of  a  young  and  struggling  society  at  Bath/ 
Maine.  Here  he  was  very  successful,  but  ill  health  obliged 
him  to  resign  this  pulpit  in  April,  1857,  to  abandon  his  pro- 
fession for  an  indefinite  period,  and  return  to  his  home  in 
Providence  for  rest.  During  this  enforced  inaction  he  found 
useful  employment,  so  far  as  his  strength  allowed,  in  the 
ministry  at  large,  preaching  from  time  to  time  to  prove 
whether  he  might  resume  his  active  work  again.  One  year 
of  this  interval  he  spent  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  taking  charge 
of  the  Unitarian  pulpit  there  during  the  pastor's  absence,; 
and  winning  for  himself  the  attachment  of  the  people  almost 
as  though  he  were  their  minister.  It  was  in  Detroit  that  he 
delivered,  for  the  first  time,  the  lectures  afterward  given  in 
more  elaborate  form  in  Winchester,  and  published  under  the 
well  known  title  of  "  Letter  and  Spirit,"  which  has  had  a 
wide  circulation,  and  is  a  volume  to  which  so  many  of  our 
young  people  have  owed  their  first  clear  ideas  of  the 
Unitarian  faith. 
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A  year  later  lie  felt  able,  or  thought  himself  so,  to  take 
charge  of  a  parish  again,  and  was  called  to  Meadville,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  was  settled  January  30,  I860. 

It  was  daring  Mr.  Metcalf  s  stay  at  Meadville,  August  19, 
1861,  that  his  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Perley  Loring,  of 
Concord,  Massachusetts,  took  place;  a  happy  connection 
which  was  broken  by  her  death,  after  a  lingering  illness,  in 
October,  1867.  In  1865  his  Meadville  ministry  was  abruptly 
terminated  by  renewed  ill  health,  and  Mr.  Metcalf,  dis- 
appointed once  more,  was  forced  to  take    refuge    again    in 

Providence.     Soon  after  his  retirement  from  Meadville  this 

l 

Unitarian  Society  was  formed,  and  among  the  first  preachers 
to  whom  they  listened  was  Mr.  Metcalf.  It  needed  but  a 
brief  engagement  to  convince  them  that  here  was  just  the 
pastor  they  needed;  and  fortunately  his  health  and  eyesight, 
which  had  both  failed  him  in  Meadville,  had  become  by  this 
time  sufficiently  restored  to  justify  him  in  undertaking  the 
building-up  of  a  new  parish.  A  happier  union  between 
pastor  and  people,  based  on  a  more  entire  mutual  apprecia- 
tion and  sympathy,  was  rarely  formed.  On  the  one  hand,  a 
young  Society  full  of  life  and  zeal,  and  eager  for  the  best 
instruction  ;  on  the  other,  a  minister  of  high  aims  and  rare 
pastoral  gifts,  forbidden  hitherto  to  engage  in  continuous 
service  or  follow  out  his  ideals,  but  finding  here  at  last  his 
coveted  opportunity.  Mis  old  enemy,  it  is  true,  still  pursued 
him.  Full  oi"  robust  health  was  a  blessing  this  workman 
was  never  to  know.  Whatever  he  did  must  be  done  under 
restrictions  which  to  most  professional  men  would  seem  to 
make  real  work  impossible.  But  within  the  limits  thus  pre- 
scribed he  found  room  for  a  ministry  of  the  noblest  sort, 
winning  in  one  way  what  lie  lost  in  another,  compelling  the 
bodily  infirmities  which  hampered  his  activity  to  augment 
and  intensify  his  spiritual  life.  He  was  married,  September 
20,  1870,  to  Miss  Ellen  Eugenia  Morse,  of  Winchester,  from 
whom,  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  he  received  unfail- 
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ing  sympathy  in  his  professional  interests  and  valuable  help 
in  his  parish  work. 

In  the  spring  of  1881  he  was  attacked,  while  preaching,  by 
a  sudden  spasmodic  cough  which  never  afterward  left  him, 
and  which  was  accompanied  by  a  slow  failure  of  appetite  and 
strength.  His  Society  at  once  offered  him  a  vacation,  and  he 
spent  the  month  of  April  at  the  South,  returning  early  in 
May  but  slightly  recruited,  though  able  to  preach  for  several 
Sundays  more.  On  Thursday,  June  9,  he  attended  the 
fifteenth  anniversary  of  his  settlement  in  Winchester;  a  day 
which  was  observed  by  the  parish  every  year  as  its  best  and 
dearest  festival.  After  this  he  preached  but  twice,  —  June 
12  and  June  19,  —  returning  from  church  on  this  last 
occasion  never  to  leave  his  home  again.  On  Tuesday,  June 
28,  the  alumni  of  the  Cambridge  Divinity  School,  before 
whom  he  was  to  deliver  the  annual  address,  received  the  sad 
tidings  that  he  could  not  be  present  to  speak  to  them,  but 
that  his  address  —  the  last  words  his  brethren  would  receive 
from  him  — must  be  read  by  another.  Meantime  the  fatal 
symptoms  of  his  disease  were  showing  themselves  more 
unmistakably  day  by  day.  From  the  moment  of  reaching 
his  home  after  his  last  Sunday's  service  he  was  confined  to 
his  room  b}T  an  intense  headache,  and  by  increasing  feeble- 
ness which  left  his  friends  no  room  for  hope.  By  Tuesday, 
June  28,  it  was  plain  that  the  end  was  near.  Through 
Wednesday  night  life  was  slowly  ebbing,  and  on  Thursday 
morning,  June  30,  1881,  at  daybreak,  he  passed  quietly  away 
and  his  beautiful  earthly  ministry  was  ended.1 

The  funeral  services  of  this  beloved  and  devoted  pastor 
were  held  on  Saturday,  July  2,  1881.  The  private  service  at 
his  house,  attended  only  by  members  of  his  family  and  near 
relatives,  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Briggs,  of  Cam- 
bridge, with  singing  by  members  of  the  Sunday-school. 

1  The  foregoing  sketch  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Metcalf  is  taken  from  a  memoir  by  the  Rev.E. 
H.  Hall,  published,  with  some  sermons  of  the  deceased  under  the  title  of  "  The  Abiding 
Memory." 
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Public  services  were  held  in  the  church  at  one  o'clock. 
The  pulpit  and  platform  were  beautifully  adorned  with 
flowers  by  a  committee  which  has  performed  this  office 
every  Sunday  since  the  church  was  built  and  dedicated  by 
its  pastor  to  the  "  glad  worship  of  God."  There  was  no  gloom 
in  the  decorations,  which  expressed  rather  the  love  and  grat- 
itude of  the  congregation  in  memory  of  their  pastor  than 
their  deep  sorrow  at  his  loss.  There  were'  no  "set  pieces  ;  " 
the  vacant  chair  behind  the  pulpit  was  garlanded  with  white 
roses,  and  a  knot  of  pond-lilies  and  smilax  hung  at  the 
entrance  to  the  pastor's  pew.  On  the  wall  of  the  alcove 
behind  the  pulpit  was  hung  the  motto  in  green  letters  fringed 
with  ferns,  "Whom  the  Lord  loveth,  he  chasteneth."  The 
bearers  were  the  standing  committee  of  the  Society,  and  as 
they  entered  the  church,  carrying  the  coffin,  the  whole  con- 
gregation rose,  while  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Staples,  standing  in  the 
pulpit,  recited  some  passages  from  Scripture,  and  the  organ 
played  a  soft  undertone  accompaniment.  The  coffin  was 
placed  in  front  of  the  pulpit,  and  on  it  lay  a  wreath  of  pan- 
sies  and  climbing  ferns.  •  The  services  were  as  follows:  — 
'  Chant,  "  The  Lord's  Prayer,"  sung  by  four  gentlemen  of  the 
parish.  Scripture  reading,  by  the  Rev.  C.  A:  Staples.  Hymn, 
"  He  leadeth  me,"  sung  by  the  Sunday-school.  Prayer,  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Briggs.  Chant,  "Thy  will  be  done,"  sung  by  one 
class  of  the  Sunday-school.  Address,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Briggs. 
Hymn,  "Father,  whate'er  of  earthly  bliss,"  sung  to  the  tune 
of  *v  Naomi,"  by  the  same  male  quartette.  The  following  poem 
was  read  by  Dr.  Winsor,  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Metcalf,  it 
being  one  written  by  Mrs.  Charles,  the  author  of  "  The  Schon- 
berg-Cotta  Family,"  on  the  death  of  Lady  Augusta  Stanley, 
wife  of  the  Dean  of  Westminster  Abbey :  — 

O  blessed  life  of  service  and  of  love! 
Hearts  wide  as  life,  deep  as  life's  deepest  woe; 
.    .       His  servants  serve  I  Jim  day  and  night  above  — 

Thou  servest  day  and  uight,  we  thought,  below. 
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Hands  full  of  blessings  lavished  far  and  wide, 
Hands  tender  to  bind  up  hearts  wounded  sore; 

Stooping  quite  down  earth's  lowest  needs  beside  — 
Master,  like  Thee!  we  thought,  and  said  no  more." 

We  o'er  all  sorrow  would  have  raised  thee  up, 
Crowned  with  life's  choicest  blossoms,  night  and  morn  ; 

God  made  thee  drink  of  His  Beloved's  cup, 
And  crowned  thee  with  the  Master's  crown  of  thorns. 

Looking  from  thee  to  Him  once  wounded  sore, 
•   We  learned  a  little  more  His  face  to  see; 
Then  looking  from  the  cross  for  us  He  bore 
To  thine,  we  almost  understood  for  thee ! 

Till  nowr  again,  we  gaze  on  thee  above, 

Strong  and  unwearied,  serving  day  and  night, 

0  blessed  life  of  service  and  of  love! 
Master,  like  Thee,  and  with  Thee  in  Thy  light! 

Tlvis  poem  seemed  especially  appropriate  as  expressing 
the  feelings  of  the  parish  and  his  friends  toward  Mr.  Metoalf. 
After  the  reading  of  the  poem,  Hymn  No.  137  in  the  Hymn- 
book,  "  Holy  Spirit,  source  of  gladness,''  was  read  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Barber,  of  Somerville,  and  sung  by  the  congregation. 
Benediction  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Briggs.  The  services  were  char- 
acterized by  great  simplicity  and  feeling,  and  seqnied  by  those 
who  knew  him  suited  to  the  man  whom  they  commemorated. 
The  address  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Briggs  was  a  warm,  eloquent,  and 
truthful  tribute  to  the  life  and  character  of  Mr.  Metoalf,  and 
if  some  of  his  language  might  have  seemed  only  eulogy  to 
any  stranger  present,  it  was  only  simple  truth  to  the  hearts 
of  his  mourning  people,  who  would  find  it  hard  to  exaggerate 
their  sense  of  their  beloved  pastor's  value. 

At  the  close  of  the  services  the  body  was  borne  by  the 
standing  committee  to  the  vestibule,  and  there  his  people  as 
they  passed  out  could  look  once  more  on  the  face  they  had 
loved  so  long,  which  even  in  its  deathly  repose  left  a  blessing, 
as  it  had  always  bestowed  one  in  life. 
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The  final  offices  were  performed  at  Wild  wood  Cemetery, 
where  a  lot  had  been  selected  on  the  slope  of  the  hill  just 
southeast  of  the  Soldiers'  Monument.  The  day  was  very 
beautiful,  and  to  those  who  stood  around  that  grave  and 
heard  the  comforting  words  of  Scripture,  the  encouraging 
hymn,  "  Give  to  the  winds  thy  fears,"  and  the  last  words  of 
committal,  "  Earth  to  earth,  dust  to  dust,  but  we  know  that 
the  spirit  has  returned  to  rest  with  the  God  who  gave  it," 
it  seemed  that  no  more  fitting  resting-place  could  have  been 
found  for  the  body  of  one  who  so  loved  the  beauty  of  God's 
natural  world  us  well  as  that  of  his  spiritual  world. 

On  the  next  day,  which  was  Sunday,  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Staples, 
formerly  minister  of  the  First  Church  in  Providence  (now  of 
Lexington),  where  Mr.  Metcalf  spent  all  his  early  years, 
conducted  the  services  in  the  church  by  an  arrangement 
made  by  Mr.  Metcalf  before  his  last  illness.  From  the  text, 
"A  good  man  out  of  the  good  treasure  of  his  heart  bringeth 
forth  good  things,"  he  preached  a  very  appropriate  sermon,  m 
and  added  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  life  and  character  of  the 
deceased  pastor. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Society  the  following  In 
Memoriam  was  unanimously  adopted:  — 

"  The  same  Divine  Providence  which  gave  us  our  pastor 
having  now  taken  him  from  us,  the  Society  wishes  to  put  on 
record  our  deep  and  grateful  sense  of  the  blessing  this  parish 
has  found  him  for  the  fifteen  years  of  his  ministry  to  us.  As 
preacher,  as  pastor,  as  friend,  as  man,  he  has  won,  held,  and 
deserved  the  esteem,  the  confidence,  the  gratitude,  and  the 
tender  love  of  us,  his  people.  No  words  can  express  our 
obligation  to  him,  but  we  must  say,  in  simple  justice  to  the 
facts,  that  his  character  and  daii}r  life  illustrated  to  perfection 
what  he  taught  from  the  pulpit,  and  for  that  character-  and 
life  we  thank  God  even  more  than  for  our  pastor's  teaching 
by  words.  He  dedicated  this  house  'to  the  glad  worship  of 
God,'  —  to  the  same  glad  worship,  and  to  the  service  of  his 
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• 
fellow-men,  his  life  on  earth  was  devoted.     May  a  like  devo- 
tion characterize  his  people,  till  one  by  one  they  join  him  in 
the  higher  life  beyond  the  grave". 

"  We  are  so  bereaved  by  his  death  that  every  household  has 
lost  a  member,  every  heart  has  lost  a  friend ;  but  we  all  know 
on  what  household  and  what  heart  the  loss  falls  most  heavily, 
and  there  we  offer  our  tenderest  sympathy,  there  we  pray  the 
Heavenly  Father  to  make  His  consolation  and  support  suffi- 
cient for  the  great  need.  And  we  wish  to  assure  his  dear 
wife  not  only  of  our  sympathy,  but  of  our  great  esteem  and 
love  for  her ;  she  has  well  deserved  our  gratitude  and  confi- 
dence, and  they  are  hers  with  all  our  hearts." 

On  Sunday,  July  10,  1881,  memorial  services  were  held  in 
the  church,  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Hall,  then  of  Worcester,  officiat- 
ing. The  text  was  in  1  Corinthians,  xiv,  53,  "This  mortal 
must  put  on  immortality."  This  sermon  was  published  in 
The  Winchester  Star  of  July  15,  1881,  but  our  limits  will  not 
allow  its  reproduction  here.  The  substance  of  it  is  em- 
braced in  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Metcalf  given  in  this  article. 
Afterward  the  Ladies' -Friendly  Society  placed  a  bronze 
tablet  on  the  church  wall  on  the  left  of  the  pulpit,  bearing 
this  inscription  : — 

1866.  1881. 

In  memory  of  Richard  Metcalf,  first  pastor  of  this  Society,  and  in 
grateful  remembrance  of  his  happy  and  devoted  ministry  of  fifteen 
years,  this  tablet  is  placed  in  the  church  which  lie  dedicated  "  to  the 
glad  worship  of  God." 


The  Society  erected  a  granite  monument  in  Wild  wood 
Cemetery  in  the  shape  of  a  pulpit  or  reading-desk,  bearing 
this  inscription  on  the  front :  — 

In  memory  of  Rev.  Richard  Metcalf,  for  fifteen  years  the  beloved 
and  devoted  pastor  of  the  Winchester  Unitarian  Society,  this  nioim- 
nmit  is  erected  by  his  people. 
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"When  the  eye  saw  him,  then  it  blessed  him, 
When  the  ear  heard  him  it  rejoiced  in  him." 

Born  in  Providence,  August  19,  1*21). 
Settled  in  Winchester,  June  14,  1866. 
Died  in  Winchester,  June  30,  1881. 

On  the  top  of  the  monument,  which  resembled  an  open 
book,  was  an  extract  from  an  Easter  sermon  by  the  deceased 

of  the  previous  year,  as  follows  :  — 


"Thy  lovingkindness  is  better  than  life."  —  Psalms  Ixiii,  :>. 

Thanks  for  the  assurance  which  reveals  the  surpassing-  worth  of  all 
things  spiritual. 

Thanks  for  the  hopes  which  till  one  with  undaunted  courage,  since 
death  cannot  separate  him  from  the  love  of  Cod. 

Thanks  for  the  Easter  Sunday  which  wreathes  our  crosses  with 
beaut)',  and  covers  our  graves  with  flowers,  and  places  Heaven's  own 
angels  by  the  sepulchre  to  say  to  all  mourning  hearts:  "Ho  whom 
you  seek  is  not  here,  he  has  arisen.'7  So  let  our  thoughts  arise  whither 
their  spirits  have  gone,  to  His  presence  where  is  fulness  of  joy,  to 
His  right;  hand  where  are  pleasures  forever  more,  and  there,  where 
our  treasures  one  by  one  are  gathered,  there  may  our  hearts  be  also. 

For  a  year  following  the  decease  of  their  pastor  the  pulpit 
of  the  Society  was  supplied  by  different  clergymen.  On  July 
10,  1882,  a  call  was  unanimously  extended  to  Theodore 
Chickering  Williams,  of  Roxbury,  a  graduate  of  Harvard, 
who  had  preached  to  the  great  acceptance  of  the  Society 
several  times,  Mr.  Williams  in  reply  expressed  his  unwill- 
ingness to  accept  until  t)\c  Society  was  better  acquainted 
with  him  and  he  with  them,  but  wras  willing  to  come  and 
preach  to  them  and  perform  all  other  pastoral  duties  for  three 
months  from  September  1,  1882.  This  offer  was  accepted, 
and  Mr.  Williams  commenced  his  labors  here  September  1,  - 
1882.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  November  9, 
1882,  the  invitation  to  Mr.  Williams  was  renewed  and 
accepted   by    him,   and    lie   was    ordained    and    installed    on 
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Friday  evening,  November  24,  1882.  The  sermon  on  this 
occasion  was  preached  by  the  Kev.  Edward  Everett  Hale, 
i».d.,  of  Boston,  and  the  Revs.  Henry  H.  Barber,  Francis 
G.  Peabody,  William  I.  Nichols,  and  Edward  H.  Hall  were 
the  oilier  participants  in  the  service. 

In  December,  1882,  Charles  Albert.  Prince,  Esq.,  son  of 
ex-mayor  F.  0.  Prince,  of  Boston,  a  former  resident  of  the 
town,  presented  to  the  Society,  as  an  evidence  of  his  interest 
in  it,  an  elegant  marble  clock,  which  was  placed  on  the  gal- 
lery front  inside  the  church-edifice. 

The  pastorate  of  Mr.  Williams,  so  happily  formed,  was 
destined  to  be  of  short  duration.  The  Church  of  All  Souls 
in  New  York-  (formerly  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bellows's),  in  looking 
around  for  a  pastor,  fixed  their  attention  on  Mr.  Vvrilliams, 
arid  asked  this  Society  to  release  him  from  his  charge  here, 
on  the  grounds  of  the  peculiar  claims  of  the  New  York 
society  at  that  time. 

After  receiving  this  letter,  and  also  one  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Williams  in  relation  to  the  matter,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted:  — 

Whereas,  the  Winchester  Unitarian  Society  has  received  from  the 
Society  of  All  Souls  of  New  York,  a  letter  stating  their  desire  to 
invite  our  pastor,  Rev.  T.  C.  Williams,  to  become  their  pastor,  and 
on  the  ground  of  their  greater  need  asking  our  consent  to  their  so 
inviting  him,  therefore 

Resolved:,  That  we  recognize  the  admirable  Christian  candor  and 
courtesy  which  characterize  the  letter ;  that,  we  admit  the  importance 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  of  All  Souls  to  the  cause  of  liberal 
Christianity,  as  well  as  to  its  own  members;  that  we  relinquish  any 
claims  that,  we  may  have,  or  may  be  supposed  to  have,  on  Mr.  "Will- 
iams as  our  pastor,  and  in  all  goodwill  and  kindness  leave  the  deter- 
mination of  the  important  step  contemplated  in  the  letter  from  All 
Souls  Church  to  him  and  to  them.  If  he  leaves  us,  he  shall  have 
our  hearty  God-speed.  If  he  stays,  we  will  thank  God,  take  fresh 
courage,  and  pledge  him  our  hearty  cooperation.  In  either  event  our 
prayer  is  that  the  result  may  be  for  the  highest  good  of  both  churches 
and  of  our  young  pastor. 
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After  mature  reflection,  Mr.  Williams  decided  to  go  to 
New  York,  and  after  one  year's  connection  here  closed  his 
labors  with  this  parish  July  31-,  1883.  The  pulpit  was  again  m 
supplied  by  various  clergymen  until  April  24,  1884,  when  an 
invitation  was  extended  to  the  Rev.  John  Lewis  Marsh,  of 
Northfield,  Mass.,  the  present  pastor,  which  was  accepted, 
and  he  began  his  ministry  Sunday,  June  1,  1884,  in  a  very 
simple  manner.  The  minister  and  the  congregation  united 
in  responsive  services  consisting  of  selections  from  the  Scrip- 
tures, singing,  and  prayer.  Dr.  F.  Winsor,  the  chairman  of 
the  standing  committee  of  the  Society,  gave  a  welcome  to 
the  new  pastor,  to  which  he  responded  in  fitting  words.  An 
original  hymn  by  the  Rev.  George  W.  Cooke  was  sung,  fol- 
lowed by  a  sermon  by  the  pastor,  and  the  fellowship  of  the 
churches  by  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Delong,  of  Medford,  and  other 
exercises.  A  large  audience  was  present,  and  the  pulpit 
platform  was  very  beautifully  decorated  with  flowers  and 
potted  plants.  The  Sunday-school  afterward  gave  a  hearty 
welcome  to  their  new  pastor. 

The  operations  of  the.  Society  outside  of  the  church  services 
are  carried  on  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  the  Ladies'  Friendly  Society,  and  the  Good  Will 
Club. 

The  Sunday-school  meets  immediately  after  the  morning 
church  service,  excepting  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August.  During  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Metcalf,  the 
office  of  superintendent  was  filled  by  him.  Its  present 
officers  and  teachers  (1885)  are  as  follows:  — 

Superintendent,  Robert  C.  Metcalf;  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent, the  Rev.  John  L.  Marsh;  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
Edwin  A.  Wadleigh ;  Teachers,  F.  Winsor,  J.  L.  Marsh, 
C.  W.  Gray,  S.  S.  Symmes,  Mrs.  F.  Winsor,  Mrs.  S.  F. 
Cushing,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Metcalf,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Sewall,  Miss  E. 
A.  Stevens,  Miss  M.  P.  Winsor,  Miss  K.  Sharon,  Mrs.  G. 
S.  Littlefield,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Dwinell. 
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It  has  its  penny  contributions  every  Sunday  to  the  Chil- 
dren's Mission  to  the  Children  of  the  Destitute,  and  from 
them  a  large  number  of  its  officers  and  teachers,  have  been 
made  life  members  of  the  mission. 

The  Ladies'  Friendly  Society  was  organized  February 
14,  18G6,  "to  excite  and  foster  a  kindly  interest  among  its 
members,  and  to  raise  funds  for  our  church  and  parish." 
The  membership  fee  is  one  dollar  for  gentlemen  and  fifty 
cents  for  ladies.  Its  regular  meetings  are  held  on  the  second 
and  fourth  Thursdays  of  each  month.  An  annual  sale  of 
useful  and  fancy  articles  is  held  each  year  in  the  month 
of  December. 

On  the  nineteenth  anniversary  of  this  society  (February, 
1885),  the  president,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Metcalf,  briefly  referred 
to  the  humble  origin  of  the  society  and  the  good  work  it 
had  done.  "  Not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister," 
was  the  sentiment  upon  which  it  had  acted.  Year  after  year 
its  members  had  worked  harmoniously  together  and  from 
their  annual  sales  had  contributed  a  large  amount  to  the 
finances  of  the  parent.  Society  in  the  way  of  reducing  its 
permanent  debt,  meeting  its  current  expenses,  and  providing 
the  church-edifice  with  many  things  .useful  and  necessary 
to  make  it  pleasant  and  attractive  to  the  worshipers 
therein. 

The  officers  (1885)  are  as  follows:  — 

President,  Mrs.  Ellen  E.  Metcalf;  Vice-president,  Mrs. 
Edward  Shattuck ;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  George  S.  Littlefield ; 
Secretary,  Miss  Alice  F.  Symmes ;  Directors,  Mrs.  T.  F. 
Wells,  Mrs.  Joel  H.  Brown,  Mrs.  S.  F.  dishing,  Mrs.  A. 
D.  Ilolbrook,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Emerson. 

The  Good  Will  Club  was  organized  March  IT,  1871,  and 
meets  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  each  month  from  October 
to  April.  Its  object  is  "  To  do  good  and  get  good."  Its 
exercises  are  literary,  musical,  dramatic,  and  social.  Any 
person  attending  the  church  or  Sunday-school  may  become 


At  a  meeting-  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  Saturday  eve,  a  letter  was 
opened  which  was  found  to  contain  a  $500  Bill,  to  he  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  a  clock  for  the  benefit  and  use  of  the  Citizens  of  the  town. 
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a  member  by  signing  the  constitution  of  the  club,  and  any 
others  by  paying  an  admission  fee  of  ten  cents  can  attend 
the  meetings.  This  club  has  for  several  seasons  supported 
a  sewing-school,  which  has  been  held  in  the  grammar-school 
building,  been  well  patronized,  and  has  done  a  good  and 
needed  work. 

A  flower  committee  from  the  Good  Will  Club  keeps  the 
altar  and  church  beautifully  decorated  for  the  Sunday 
services,  both  in  summer  and  in  winter. 

The  officers  (1885)  are  as  follows :  — 

President, 'the  Rev.  J.  L.  Marsh  ;  Vice-president,  Lewis 
Parkhurst;  Treasurer,  Edwin  A.  Wadleigh ;  Secretary, 
Charles  T.  Kimball  ;  Directors,  Charles  W.  Cray,  Samuel 
S.  Symmes,  Frank  Gr.  Holcombe,  Mrs.  M.  H.  Dutch,  Mrs. 
Sophia  F.  dishing,  Miss  Alice  F.  Symmes,  Mrs.  S.  11. 
Folsom. 

I  have  given  briefly  and  imperfectly  the  history  of  the 
Unitarian  Society  for  the  past  twenty  years,  which  may  be 
of  interest  to  many  at  the  present  time  and  to  the  future 
historian  of  the  town. 

Winchester,  December,  1885. 


THE   TOWN   CLOCK. 

One  of  the  important  events  in  Winchester  during  the 
early  summer  of  1S51  was  the  presentation  to  the  town  of  the 
sum  of  $500  for  the  purchase  of  a  town  clock.  The  follow- 
ing newspaper  notices  and  records  of  public  action  in  rela- 
tion to  this  gift  and  the  manner  of  treating  it.  and  especially 
the  interesting  letter  of  Oliver  R.  Clark,  set  forth  fully  the 
legend  of  this  conspicuous  monument:  — 
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The  letter,  we  understand,  came  through  the  Post  Office,  and  was 
signed  a  "  Resident  of  Massachusetts." 

We  regret  that  the  modesty  of  the  donor  —  a  rare  virtue  in  these 
days  —  should  have  led  him  to  withhold  his  name.  It  would  have 
been  a  satisfaction  to  have  had  it  entered  on  the  Records  of  the 
town.  As  it  is,  we  know  not  which  more  to  admire,  the  generous 
act,  or  the  unostentatious  manner  in  which  it  was  performed. 

We  shall  look  for  the  appearance  of  these  broad  dials  with  much 
interest;  and  our  prayer  is,  that  as  often  as  the  slow  but  steadily 
moving  indices  shall  pass  over  the  face,  they  may  measure  off  to  the 
unknown  giver,  hours  and  days  of  happiness,  until  he  shall  have 
passed  where  the  distinctions  of  time  are  no  more  observed  or 
remembered. 

(Signed)        "  Winchester."  l 

The  folio  whig  letter  from  town  files  explains  itself:  — 

To  the  Building  Committee  of  the  Congregational  Meeting- 
house. 

Gentlemen,  —  The  undersigned  having  received  for  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Town  a  donation  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars  for  the  purchase 
of  a  "  Town  Clock,"  propose  to  place  the  clock  on  the  Congregational 
Meeting-house,  upon  the  following  conditions,  viz:  — 

The  Clock  is  to  be  the  property  of  the  Town  —  to  be  taken  care  of 
by  the  Town,  and  under  the  control  of  the  Town  at  all  times, 
according  to  the  wishes  of  the  donor. 

lfo  you  consent  to  the  placing  of  the  clock,  on  the  foregoing  condi- 
tions, upon  the  Congregational  Meeting-house? 
Yours  respectfully, 

CHARLES   KIMBALL, 
OLIVER  R.  CLARK, 
N.   A.   RICHARDSON, 

Selectmen  of  Winchester. 
Winchester;  June  12,  1854. 

{Response,  on  the  same  letter-sheet.) 

The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  Building  Committee  of  the 
Congregational  Meeting-house,  consent  to  the  foregoing  proposition 
of  the  Selectmen, 

B.   F.  THOMPSON. 

HARRISON  PARKER. 

ELMORE  JOHNSON. 
>>  inchester,  June  12,  1851. 

1  The  Wobitm  Journal,  June  3, 1ST>4. 
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THE  BILL  FOR  THE  CLOCK.* 

Boston,  July  28,  1854. 
Town  of  Winchester, 
Bought  of  Howard  «fc  Davis,  Manufacturers,  No.  34  Water,  near 
Congress  St. 

1.    Town  Clock  of  4  Dials,  $425 

Less  discount,  25 

$400 
Rec'd  Payment, 

HOWARD   &  DAVIS,  p'r  T.  II.  Corbett. 

Warranted  as  long  as  Howard  &  Davis  exist. 

The  Town  Clock  is  put  up ;  is  now  in  running-  and  striking  order, 
and  has  thus  far  kept  pretty  accurate  time.  From  its  conspicuous 
position,  it  can  be  seen  by  nearly  all  the  village,  aiid  is  not  only  an 
ornament  to  the  Church,  but  a  very  useful  and  almost  indispensable 
article  to  the  town.  We  hope  the  generous  donor  will  never  regret 
his  praiseworthy  act.  —  The  Woburn  Journal,  August  5,  1854. 

The  Selectmen  might  have  shared  personally  in  the  eager 
desire  of  the  citizens  generally  to  know  who  this  anonymous 
benefactor  could  be,  but  they  conceived  that  it  was  important 
both  to  the  donor  and  to  the  town  that  lie  should  be  found 
out,  under  cover  of  consulting  his  ivishes  about  something. 
And  it  seems  that  two  of  the  Selectmen  succeeded  in  finding 
him,  and  contented  him  with  a  pledge  of  secrecy  as  to  his 
name. 

The  following  letter  solves  the  long-concealed  mystery:  — 

Tewksbury,  September  1,  1885. 
The  Five  Hundred  Dollars  received  anonymously  for  the  purchase 
of  a  Town  Clock  to  be  placed  on  the  Congregational  Church  in  Win- 
chester, Mass.,  and  to  be  as  good  as  the  clock  "on  the  Old  South 
Church,  Boston/'  was  received  in  the  early  part  of  June,  1854. 
After  receiving  the  consent  of  the  Building  Committee  of  the 
Church,  it  wras  desirable  to  consult  the  giver  in  order  fully  to  carry 
out  his  ideas  as  expressed  in  the  letter  accompanying  the  gift.  And 
Mr.  Charles  Kimball  on  behalf  of  the  Selectmen  instituted  inquiries 

'  Town  Files. 
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which  resulted  in  finding  the  donor,  who  proved  to  be  Ebenezer 
Smith,  Esq.,  then  residing  in  Winchester. 

This  information  was  communicated  to  Mr.  Kimball  and  the  writer 
only. 

Mr.  Smith  desired  it  to  be  kept  secret  till  after  his  death.  Since 
his  death,  and  the  death  also  of  Mr.  Kimball,  the  writer  has  felt  at 
liberty  to  make  known  the  giver,  especially  as  at  one  of  the  public 
town  meetings  of  Winchester,  recently  held,  the  credit  of  the  gift 
was  given  to  another  person. 

OLIVER  11.   CLARK. 


In  an  old  magazine  bearing  the  title  of  The  IVinchester 
Record,  printed  in  the  quaint  type  and  spelling  of  more  than 
one  hundred  years  ago,  among  various  bits  of  interesting 
history,  we  find  an  account  of  the  town  clock  which  lias 
faithfully  served  so  many  generations  in  this  beautiful  city, 
and  there  learn  the  name  of  the  donor  who.  during  his  life- 
time, withheld  it  from  his  beneficiaries,  who  would  gladly 
have  inscribed  it  upon  the  gift,  as  well  as  conspicuously  on 
the  City  Records.  The  name  of  Ebenezer  Smith  should, 
despite  the  sibilants,  ever  repose  among  the  harmonics  of 
this  venerable  chronicler  of  the  hours. 


THE   WATER   BOARD. 

Winchester,  November  28,  18S5. 
George  Cooke,  Secretary . 

Dear  Sir\  —  I  transmit  herewith  the  names  of  the  Water 
Commissioners  elected  July  10,  1873,  and  who  served  under 
this  designation  until  June  1876,  at  which  latter  date  (June 
26,  1876)  they  wrere  elected  as  the  Water  Board  of  Win- 
chester: David  N.  Shillings,  Moses  A.  Herrick,  and  James 
P.  Dwinell. 

In  1878  Irving  S.  Palmer  was  elected  on  the  Board  in 
place  of  David  N.  Shillings,  and  in  1884  (March  24)  David 
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N.  Skillings,  Jr.,  was  elected,  and  the  present  Board  consists 
of  James  F.  Dwiriell,  Moses  A.  Herri  ck,  and  David  N. 
Skillings,  Jr. 

V 

SELECTMEN   OF  WINCHESTER.1 

Samuel  W.  Twombly,  1865,  '6Q,  '67,  '68,  '69,  1870. 
James  Russell,  1885. 

Yours  truly, 

ALBERT   AYER. 


KNIGHTS   OF  HONOR. 
Winchester  Lodge,  No.  556,  K.  of  E. 

BY   WILLIAM    HARRISON   BAILEY. 

The  order  of  Knights  of  Honor  is  one  of  the  oldest,  and 
claims  to  be  largest  and  most  prosperous,  of  all  the  benevolent  » 
secret  societies  of  this  country. 

It  was  organized,  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  June  30,  1873, 
mainly  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  its  deceased  members  a  benefit  of  82,000,  by  assessments 
of  one  dollar  each  upon  those  between  eighteen  and  forty- 
five,  and  increasing  the  amount  according  to  age  from  forty- 
five  to  fifty-five,  after  which  latter  age  no  one  is  eligible  to 
membership. 

The  order  now  (June,  1885)  numbers  upward  of  130,000, 
and  pays  out  to  families  of  deceased  members  over  $200,000 
a  month.  The  total  cost  of  insurance  for  a  member 
between  eighteen  and  forty-five  has  averaged  less  than  810 
per  annum  on  81,000  for  the  past  ten  years.  The  order  was 
introduced  into  Massachusetts  in  July,  1875,  —  ten  years 
ago, — and  numbers  in  this  State  about  11,000  at  the  end  of 
its  first  decade. 


Continued  from  page  92,  vol.  I. 
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Winchester  Lodge,  No.  556,  was  instituted  on  the  31st 
of  March,  1877,  in  Union  (now  Livingstone)  Hall,  with 
the  following  fourteen  charter  members,  all  bat  two  of  whom 
were  elected  and  installed  into  the  offices  as  designated :  — 

William  Harrison  Bailey,  Dictator.  Henry  Childs  Miller, 
Vice-dictator.  Albert  Eugene  Ayer,  Assistant  Dictator. 
Charles  Harrison  Dunham,  Past  Dictator.  Sylvan  us  Cobb 
Small,  Reporter.  Irving  Stevens  Palmer,  Financial  Reporter. 
Leone  Samuel  Quimby,  Treasurer.  Charles  Edwin  Follans- 
bee,  Guide.  John  Winslow  Richardson,  Chaplain.  John 
Carter,  Guardian.  Thomas  Sinclair  Spurr,  Sentinel.  Daniel 
Webster  Wight,  M.D.,  Medical  Examiner.  George  Washing- 
ton Spurr  and  Benjamin  Franklin  Holbrook. 

The  presiding  officers  have  been :  Past  Dictator,  William 
II.  Bailey  (charter),  three  terms.  Past  Dictator  Henry  C. 
Miller,  one  term.  Past  Dictator  Irving  S.  Palmer,  one  term. 
Past  Dictator  Walter  V.  Smalley,  two  terms.  Past  Dictator 
George  II.  Eustis,  two  terms.  Past  Dictator  Henry  F. 
Clark,  one  term.  Past  Dictator  Thomas  H.  Stinson,  two 
terms.  Past  Dictator  James  P.  Boutwell,  two  terms.  Past 
Dictator  Frank  W.  Prince,  two  terms.  Past  Dictator  Charles 
E.  Corey  (present). 

For  the  first  year  or  two  the  membership  increased  rapidly, 
many  of  our  best  citizens  finding  it  a  desirable  institution, 
not  only  for  its  safe  and  economical  life  insurance,  but  for 
social  intercourse.  During  the  first  five  years  seventy-nine 
members  were  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  the  order,  and 
at  the  present  time  there  are  seventy-one  enrolled,  who  joined 
at  an  average  age  of  34.6  years,  and  now  average  41.4.  The 
lodge  has  lost  but  one  member  by  death  —  Dr.  Daniel  II. 
hovejoy,  a  skilful  physician  and  amiable  gentleman,  in  whose 
memory  appropriate  resolutions  were  passed  April  28,  1881, 
and  in  due  time  the  benefit  fund  of  $2,000  was  paid  to  his 
mother,  he  being  unmarried. 

File   lodge   continued  to  meet  twice   a  month  in   Union 
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Hall  for  one  year,  and  in  the  meantime  leased  for  five  years 
the  upper  story  of  Richardson's  Block,  fitted  it  up  tastefully 
at  considerable  expense,  and  dedicated  it  with  appropriate 
exercises,  in  presence  of  the  Grand  Officers,  April  18,  1878, 
under  the  name  of  Oma  Hall,  where  their  meetings  were 
held  until  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  April  1,  1883,  since 
which  time  the  lodge  has  occupied  apartments  in  Masonic 
Hall,  where  they  meet  on  the  first  and  third  Monday  even- 
ings of  each  month. 

Winchester,  June  17,  1885. 


EARLY   MENTION   OF   WEDGE    POND. 

1  find  Wedge  Pond  mentioned  under  that  name  in  the 
deed  of  James  Converse,  Senior,  to  his  son  Edward  Converse, 
dated  March  23,  1086-7,  recorded  in  Middlesex  Registry, 
Book  14,  page  431. 

This  is  the  earliest  mention  of  Wedge  Pond  of  which  I  am 
.  aware.  Yours  truly, 

A.  C.  VINTON. 

Appraisal  of  the  Estate  of  Ebenczer  Converse,  of  Woburn. 

Item. 

To  10  acres  of  land  called  Wedge  Fond  Hill,     .         13  G  8. 
April  19,  1768. 

EXTRACTS    FROM    WYMAN    MSS. 

Jeduthan  Richardson,  1798. 

Benjamin  Convers  d.  March  0,  1824,  in  his  93d  year. 

One  farm  containing  24  acres  of  land,  bounded  east  on  the 
river,  southerly  on  the  heirs  of  Timothy  Symmes,  west  on 
Wedge  Pond,  north  on  the  great  road. 

Boston,  February  28,  1885. 
Abijah  Thompson,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, — The  earliest  mention  that  I  recall   of  Wedge 

Pond  is  in  the  Wobnrn  Book  of  Possessions  (Woburn  Town 

■ 
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Records,  vol.  i  (inverted),1  p.  9),  compiled,  I  think,  about 
10**2.  However  that  may  be,  I  find  a  memorandum  taken 
from  the  book  as  follows:  "Lauds  belonging  to  James 
Converse,  Senior,  1692.  1st.  His  homestead  about  20  acres 
upland  and  meadow  bounded  east  by  the  river  and  Josiah 
Converse,  southwest  by  William  Sims,  northwest  by  Wedge 
Pond,"  etc. 

Wedge  Pond  is  also  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  James 
Richardson  to  Thomas  Hencher,  dated  December  29,  1710, 
recorded  in  Middlesex  Deeds,  book  2,  page  4,  and  repeat- 
edly in  subsequent  deeds.  The  above  deed  from  James 
Richardson  conveys  (with  other  lands)  the  Abel  Richardson 
place,  u  containing  one  dwelling-house  and  barne  with  about 
19  acres  of  upland  and  meadow."  The  house  may  have  been 
the  original  house  of  Edward  Converse,  located  where  you 
supposed  it  might  be. 

Yours  truly, 

ALFRED   C.   VINTON. 

Dbowned  in  Winchester.  —  Mr.  Thomas  Tisdale,  of 
Winchester,  was  drowned,  last  Sunday,  while  attempting  to 
cross  Wedge  Pond,  on  his  way  to  dine  with  a  friend.  His 
hat  was  discovered  on  the  ice  on  Monday  morning,  which 
led  to  a  search  for  the  body  and  its  subsequent  recovery 
during  the  day.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  several  children. — 
The  Woburn  Journal,  December  13,  1851. 


FIRES   IN   WINCHESTER. 

c 

About  ten  o'clock  Sunda}r  evening,  26th  ult.,  a  fire  was 
discovered  in  an  unfinished  building  owned  by  B.  F.  Lindsey. 

'The  word  " inverted"  is  u>ed  in  Sewall's  History  of  Woburn,  but  might  not  be 
generally  understood.  It  means  that  the  record  book  is  turned  bottom  upward  and 
new  entries  begun  on  the  last  page.  It  was  an  economical  use  of  blank-books  when 
they  were  more  expensive  than  at  present.  I  have  noticed  the  same  thing  in  one  of 
the  earliest  volumes  of  Middlesex  Deeds. 


\. 
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The  flames  having  made  considerable  advance  before  the  fire 
was  given,  this  building,  together  with  a  small  cottage  and 
outbuildings  owned  by  Lindsey,  were  entirely  consumed. 

The  fire  also  extended  to  a  house  owned  by  Joseph  Shat- 
tuck  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Moody.  The  house  was  saved, 
though  very  much  damaged.  The  family  occupying  it  were 
fortunately  absent  at  the  time.  Their  furniture  was  saved, 
though  seriously  injured. 

Loss  on  this  house  estimated  at  8600.  — Insured. 

Loss  on  Lindsey's  buildings  about  $1,500.  —  Insured  for 
$700. 

The  fire  was  probably  the  work  of  an  incendiary. 

At  about  six  o'clock  Wednesday  morning,  1st  inst.,  a  lire 
was  discovered  in  the  large  mill  owned  by  H.  Parker,  and 
occupied  by  him  for  sawing  veneers,  and  by  Joel  Whitney 
for  a  machine-shon,  and  by  several  other  workmen. 

The  citizens  were  promptly  on  the  spot  with  their  engine, 
Excelsior,  and  soon  succeeded  in  quelling  the  flames.  Three 
engines  from  Woburn  arrived  in  a  short  time,  but  happily 
found  little  to  do. 

The  fire  probably  originated  from  sparks  emitted  from 
grinding  a  veneer  saw  and  catching  in  the  sawdust  below. 
Damage  estimated  at  about  81,500.  Insured.  —  The  Woburn 
Journal,  March  4,  1851. 

Ok  Sunday  night,  about  eleven  o'clock,  a  tire  broke  out 
in  the  large  brick  building  at  Winchester,  on  the  line  of  the 
Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad,  occupied  by  Parker  &  Co.  as  a 
mahogany  factory.  The  flames  spread  very  rapidly  and  almost 
immediately    communicated    with    three    adioining    wooden 


buildings,  one  occupied  as  a  hat  factory  by  Mr.  John  PL 
Bacon,  and  a  large  building  used  as  a  residence  by  five 
families  employed  in  the  factory,  who  lost  nearly  all  their 
household  furniture;  the  fourth  building  consumed  was  a 
cottage   occupied   by  Mr.   Walker.     Robert   Bacon,  Esq.,  of 
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Winchester,  was  the  owner  of  nearly  all  the  property 
destroyed,  and  though  partly  insured,  his  loss  will  be  very 
considerable.  The  loss  on  the  brick  building  is  computed  at 
$3,000,  on  which  there  was  82,500  insured.  The  loss  on 
the  hat  factory  and  its  contents  is  not  less  than  83,000.  No 
insurance.  The  large  wooden  building,  82,000.  Insured  for 
8400.  The  cottage  was  valued  at  about  81,000,  and  was 
insured  for  8400.  We  have  not  learned 'the  amount  of  loss 
sustained  by  Parker  &  Co.,  or  by  Mr.  Walker. 

Shortly  after  the  alarm  was  given,  Woburn  turned  out  her 
four  engines  and  were  promptly  at  the  fire,  as  was  the  Stone- 
ham  company  with  their  excellent  engine,  —  the  Winchester 
company  having  before  arrived,  —  but  the  flames  had  gained 
such  headway  that  nothing  could  be  done  to  save  the  burn- 
ing buildings.  The  efforts  of  the  company  were  therefore 
directed  to  prevent  the  fire  from  spreading,  and  save  the 
adjoining  buildings.  —  The  Middlesex  Journal,  April  14,  1855. 

Mr.  Editor, —  Our  quiet  little  town,  by  the  restive  and 
nervous  called  dull,  though  furnishing  frequent  topics  of 
interest  for  ourselves,  is  seldom  the  scene  of  those  important 
events  which  excite  the  community  at  large. 

Since  the  issue  of  your  last,  two  occurrences  have  taken 
place  which  are  common  in  these  days  in  larger  places,  and 
which  produce  great  excitement  throughout  the  community. 

On  Saturday  last  a  resident  of  the  town  was  tried,  Justice 
Nelson,  of  Woburn,  presiding,  and  was  sentenced  on  three 
counts  to  a  fine  of  thirty  dollars  and  a  service  of  sixty  days 
in  the  house  of  correction,  on  a  complaint  for  selling 
intoxicating  drinks. 

Several  gross  cases  of  drunkenness  have  of  late  occurred 
in  our  midst,  outraging  the  moral  sense  of  the  people,  and 
this  prompt  and  righteous  retribution  of  the  transgressor  we 
hope  will  prevent  such  violation  for  a  time  at  least.  An 
appeal  was  made  by  the  accused  to  a  higher  court. 


178  The  Winchester  Record, 

The  other  occurrence  was  on  Thursday  morning  of  the 
present  week.  Between  the  hours  of  four  and  five  in  the 
morning,  the  family  of  N.  A.  Richardson  discovered  their 
house  to  be  on  fire,  and  soon  found  too  that  the  barn  was 
all  in  a  flame,  and  every  effort  to  stay  the  progress  of  the 
flames  was  unavailing,  the  whole  being  consumed. 

The  buildings  were  new  and  valuable,  and  the  barn  was 
idled  with  hay.  A  fine  horse  was  badly  burned,  and  two 
carriages  and  several  harnesses  were  entirely  destroyed;  and 
although  there  was  an  insurance  of  $4,000  on  the  buildings, 
and  much  of  the  household  furniture  was  saved,  still  the 
loss  is  heavy. 

The  fire  had  been  set  in  three  or  four  places,  being  the 
work  of  incendiaries.  No  motive  can  be  found  for  the  act, 
which  was  uncommonly  flagitious  in  its  character. 

The  engine  companies  of  this  town  and  of  Stoneham  were 
on  hand,  but  too  late  to  avail. 

Our  community  sympathize  with  Mr.  Richardson  and 
family  in  the  loss.  —  Hid.,  October  23,  1857. 

8500  Reward!  —  The  Selectmen  of  Winchester  have 
offered  a  reward  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  apprehension 
and  conviction  of  the  person  or  persons  who  fired  the 
premises  of  N.  A.  Richardson,  on  the  twenty-second  of 
October. — Ibid,,  November  14,  1857. 


ROBBERIES   AND   BURGLARIES   IN 

WINCHESTER, 

Robbp:uy  in   Winchester.  —  On   Tuesday   the   primary 

schoolhouse  was  entered  and  ransacked  ;  they  stole  the  clock, 

broke  the  windows  and  doors,  and   disfigured  the  walls.  — 

The  Wohum  Journal,  October  23,  1852. 

Burglary.  —  The  store  of  Mr.  Josiah  Hovey,  occupied 
by  him  as  an  apothecary,  and    also   as  the   post-office,  was 
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forcibly  entered  on  Monday  evening  Last  by  cutting  an  aper- 
ture through  the  partition  wall  in  the  entry  adjoining,  leading  . 
to  Lyceum  Hall,  sufficiently  large  for  a  person  to  crawl 
through.  Nothing  was  taken  from  the  store,  apparently, 
except  a  small  quantity  of  change  in  the  money-drawer,  the 
keys  of  the  Selectmen's  room,  and  the  key  of  the  iron  safe 
in  which  the  records  and  papers  are  kept.  They  then  passed 
up  the  stairs  to  the  Selectmen's  room,  "opened  the  safe,  and 
scattered  the  papers  around.  Probably  the  expectation  was 
to  obtain  some  money  from  the  safe,  but  fortunately  they 
were  disappointed,  as  there  was  none  in  it.  The  door  leading 
to  the  stairs  and  the  various  rooms  in  the  building  has  always 
been  left  open,  and  it  must  have  been  some  persons  acquainted 
with  the  premises,  and  knowing  that  those  keys  were  kept  in 
the  store.  Since  the  affair,  the  proprietors  of  this  building 
have  decided  to  have  it  closed  and  securely  lucked  by  tvn 
o'clock  each  night  by  responsible  persons.  —  Ibid.,  December 
8,  1850. 

Q.UITE  an  excitement  was  created  in  this  usually  quiet 
town  on  Monday  last  by  the  arrest  of  four  young  men  res- 
ident here  on  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  several 
burglaries  which  have  been  recently  committed.  Two  of 
them  bear  the  name  of  Pierce,  one  is  Hutchinson,  and  the 
other  is  Tisdale.  We  learn  that  some  of  the  stolen  property 
was  found  in  their  possession.  They  were  examined  before 
•Justice  Converse,  of  Woburn,  on  Thursday  last.  —  Ibid., 
December  24,  1859. 

Burglary.  —  On  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  morning  last 
the  grocery-store  of  Mr.  Edmund  Sanderson  was  forcibly 
entered  by  forcing  open  the  doors  leading  to  the  cellar  from 
the  outside  of  the  building  by  means  of  an  iron  bar  belong- 
ing to  the  railroad.  A  heavy  charge  of  powder,  judging 
from  the  effect  produced,  was  placed  in  the  keyhole  of  an 
iron  safe,  which  forced  the  lock  off. 

The  burglars  took  the  contents  of  the  safe,  consisting  of 
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$38  in  money,  notes,  and  papers,  and  a  package  of  knives, 
threw  a  lot  of  eggs  around  the  floor,  and  left  the  doors  shut 
but  not  fastened  on  their  departure,  and  the  bar  which  they 
used,  outside  the  door.  The  family  who  live  in  a  part  of  the 
same  building  were  awakened  by  the  noise  of  the  explosion, 
but  thought  it  to  be  an  earthquake. 

After  leaving  the  store  the  burglars  took  a  hand-car 
belonging  to  the  railroad  and  went  down  to  a  little  house, 
situated  between  this  and  West  Medford,  used  for  the  storage 
of  their  tools  by  the  workmen  upon  the  railroad,  which  they 
broke  open,  and  where  they  partook  of  some  eatables,  and 
examined  the  papers  and  documents  which  they  took  from  the 
safe.  Afterward  they  set  fire  to  the  papers,  but  fortunately 
they  burnt  only  in  part.  The  hand-car  was  found  in  a  ditch 
near  the  Milk  Row  station.  From  the  course  of  procedure 
it  is  apparent  that  these  burglars  were  somewhat  acquainted 
with  the  premises.  —  Ibid.,  November  17,  1360. 


ACCIDENTS. 


The  lady  of  our  esteemed  fellow-townsman,  Benj.  F. 
Thompson,  Esq.,  was  injured  while  returning  from  Woburn 
in  a  chaise  on  Friday  last.  While  descending  the  hill  near 
Cutter's  mahogony-mill,  the  horse  stepped  on  a  stone,  caus- 
ing a  stumble,  breaking  the  shaft  of  the  chaise,  and  causing 
Mrs.  Thompson  to  be  thrown  out  with  violence,  but  she 
providentially  escaped  serious  injury.  —  The  Middlesex  Jour- 
nal March  IT,  ISb'O. 

Deacon  Hopley,  of  the  firm  of  II.  Cutter  &  Co.,  while  at 
work  in  the  mahogony  sawmill,  was  struck  in  the  face  by  a 
block  from  the  revolving  saw,  and  somewhat  bruised.  The 
Deacon  thinks  he  prefers  to  have  his  teeth  drawn  b}r  a  dent- 
ist rather  than  to  have  them  knocked  out  in  such  a  summary 
manner. 
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Mrs.  Chaloner,  wife  of  B.  C.  Chaloner,  Esq.,  was  seriously 
injured  by  a  fall  on  Monday  last,  having  broken  her  collar- 
bone in  two  places.  /We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  she  is 
recovering  as  fast  as  can  be  expected.  —  Sub-Excelsior. 


MURDER.    • 

Thomas  Conner,  who  was  assaulted  and  stabbed,  in 
Winchester,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  inst.,  by  Michael 
Fitzgerald,  died  from  the  effects  of  his  wounds  at  7  o'clock 
last  Friday  evening.  Fitzgerald  is  now  in  Cambridge  jail 
awaiting  examination.  Conner  leaves  a  wife  and  three 
children. 

The  affair  took  place  in  the  rear  of  Conner's  shanty,  located 
in  Lebosquet  Woods,  about  a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the 
town  of  Winchester.  The  two  men  were  brothers-in-law, 
and  laborers  on  the  railroad.  Fitzgerald  admits  that  they  , 
had  a  fight,  and  that  when  Conner  was  getting  the  best  of 
him,  he  stabbed  him  in  self-defence.  After  the  affray  Fitz- 
gerald fled  to  Boston,  and  was  arrested  by  Officer  Hinkson  in 
Sea  Street.  Both  parties  had  been  paid  their  wages  due  on 
the  day  of  the  fight,  Fitzgerald  receiving  about  64,  and  Con- 
ner 828.     Fitzgerald  had  no  other  money  at  that  time. 

Fitzgerald  had  fled,  and  the  money  Conner  had  received  was 
missing,  consisting  in  part  of  five  new  65  notes  on  the  Cen- 
tral Bank  of  Worcester  of  a  recent  issue.  On  searching  Fitz- 
gerald after  his  arrest  two  65  notes  on  the  same  bank,  and 
corresponding  in  date  with  those  paid  to  Conner,  were  found 
upon  his  person,  of  the  possession  of  which  he  gave  a  very 
confused  explanation. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  a  post-mortem  examination  was 
made  by  Dr.  Wm.  Ingalls,  assisted  by  Dr.  Samuel  Perham, 
both  of  Winchester.  It  appeared  that  there  were  five  severe 
stabs,  as  with  a  wide-bladed  knife,  on  the  left  side  of  the 


182  The  Winchester  Record. 

body,  extending  from  near  the  armpit  to  just  above  the  hip. 
One  thrust  of  the  instrument  had  broken  a  rib,  and  another 
had  pierced  the  diaphragm,  which  latter  wound  Dr.  Ingalls 
deemed  sufficient  to  produce  death.  —  The  Middlesex  Journal, 
September  24,  1853. 


THE  COMPANIONS   OF   MY   BOYHOOD.1 

In  the  icy  arms  of  Winter 

Slumbers  Autumn,  cold  and  still, 
And  the  blasts  of  old  December 

Rush  adown  the  snow-clad  hills, 
Making  sad  and  mournful  music 

For  my  lonely  heart  to-night, 
As  I  sit  before  the  lire, 

Musing  in  dreamy  light. 

Down  among  the  paling  embers 

I  have  fixed  my  gaze  so  long, 
Is  it  strange  they  pass  before  me, 

One  unbroken,  happy  throng? 
The}r,  my  boyhood's  dear  companions. 

Loved  and  cherished  by  me  still, 
Though  they  now  are  widely  scattered. 

Each  life's  mission  to  fulfil. 

Yes,  alas  !  how  widely  scattered 

Now,  that  once  light-hearted  band ! 
Some  the  life-path  still  are  walking; 

Some  have  reached  the  spirit-land  ; 
And  the  silent  tear  is  falling, 

As  we  think  we  nevermore 
Can  greet  the  loved  who  've  left  us, 

Till  we  gain  the  other  shore. 

*  The  Middlesex  Journal,  December  "23,  ISM. 
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Some  repose  among  their  kindred, 

Where  their  honored  fathers  rest ; 
One  'neath  Southern  skies  is  sleeping, 

With  the  green  turf  on  her  breast ; 
Others  still,  'with  restless  spirits, 

To  the  broad  Pacific  roved, 
And  now  sleep  beside  its  waters, 

Far  away  from  those  they  loved. 

Although  loved  and  fondly  cherished, 

All  the  members  of  that  band, 
Be  they  'mong  the  d(  \d  or  living, 

On  the  ocean  or  the  land,  — 
There  was  one  among  that  number 

Dearer  to  me  than  the  rest, 
Yet  I  cannot  give  the  reason 

Why  it  was  I  loved  her  best. 

Still  before  my  mental  vision 

Passes  now  her  image  true, 
While  the  others  for  a  moment, 

All  have  vanished  from  my  view ; 
And  I  see  that  same  smile  playing 

O'er  her  face  I  've  seen  before, 
And  again  I  hear  the  music 

Of  her  voice,  e'en  as  of  yore. 

And-' though  now  our  paths  are  parted, 

And  we  ne'er  ma}'  meet  again, 
Time,  with  all  its  cares  corroding, 

Ne'er  can  rend  affection's  chain  ; 
Nor  induce,  amid  life's  changes, 

Heart  of  mine  to  e'er  forget 
That  sad  hour  when  last  we  parted, 

Or  the  hour  when  first  we  met. 
ter,  December  1,  1854. 


184  The  Winchester  Record. 


THE  FLOOD   AT  WINCHESTER.1 

\    BY   DAVID   YOUNGMAN. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  inst.,  I  arose  at  three  o'clock 

and  found  ray  cellar  full    of  water    and    running    over.2     I 

started  for  my  store,  fearing  the  cellar  there  might  be  full 

also.     In  attempting  to  cross  the  street,  the  water  was  found 

to  he  over  my  long  rubber  boots,  and  running  at  a    rapid 

rate.     I  then  passed  on  to  the  railroad,   where  it  was  also 

quite  difficult    to    walk    against    the    strong    current.     The 

water  was  fourteen  inches   deep    on    the    rails    in    front    of 

i 
the  depot. 

At  daylight,  our  village  presented  to  the  eyes  of  the 
astonished  citizens  a  very  novel  and  imposing  spectacle.  A 
large  and  rapid  river  was  foaming  down  Main  Street,  the 
current  of  which  was  so  deep  that  boats  were  rowed  up  and 
down  without  difficulty.3  From  the  depot,  northerly,  Main 
Street  was  completely  submerged  to  Cutter's  Village,  cover- 
ing, in  some  places,  the  tops  of  the  fences.  Carriages  and 
horses  were  in  requisition  to  convey  persons  to  their  usual 
places  of  business. 

The  water  was  at  its  height  between  three  and  five  o'clock 
A.M.,  after  which  it  began  to  subside  ;  and  during  the  day 
most  of  it  was  drained  from  the  streets.  Several  families 
living  near  Thompson's  tannery  were  taken  from  their 
windows  and  conveved  awav  in  vehicles  which  were  them- 
selves  almost  alloat. 

A  large  amount  of  damage  was  done  by  washing  roads 
and  undermining  bridges.  A  bridge  at  Bacon's  Village  was 
carried  away,  and  another  under  the  railroad  was  so  much 

1  Written  for,  and  published  in,  The.  Woburn  Journal. 

2  The  writer  was  then  living  in  a  house  owned  by  the  late  James  Rridge,  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  P.  W.  Swan. 

3  The  late  Francis  II.  Johnson  actually  rowed  a  boat  up  and  down  Main  Street  from 
Harrison  Parker's  mil!  to  Clutter's  Village  between  six  and  seven  o'clock,  after  the 
water  began  to  subside  I 
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injured  as  to  endanger  and    detain    the    trains    during   the 
day.     Nothing  save  the  frozen  ground  prevented  many  other 
bridges  from  being  injured,  and   a  still   greater   extent   of' 
damage  from  the  unusual  flood. 

Nearly  all  the  cellars  in  the  village  were  filled  with  water.1 
That  under  the  store  of  Taylor  and  Merrill  presented  a  very 
motley  collection  of  coal,  molasses,  butter,  potatoes,  cheese, 
apples,  salt^pork,  and  pickled  fish,  somewhat  freshened, 
onions,  turnips,  wood,  and  cabbages,  —  all  mixed  together 
in  a  very  unexpected  and  heterogeneous  compound.  Five 
engines  and  common  pumps  have  been  in  requisition  to 
drain  the  cellars,  yet  few  of  them  are  dry  at  this  date. 

Those  who  have  known  this  place  for  fifty  years,  have  never 
seen  the  water  so  high  as  on  February  16,  1855.  It  may 
be  proper  to  add  that  the  causes  of  this  unprecedented  Hood 
were  heavy  rains  combined  with  melting  snow  and.  ice  on 
the  surface  of  Wedge  Pond,  producing  an  unusual  overflow, 
together  with  obstructions  of  ice  in  the  culverts  under  the 
railroad,  which  prevented  the  regular  discharge  of  the 
water. 
Winchester,  February  21,  1855. 


THE   DEVIL'S   DEN.2 

Don't  start,  Mr.  Editor,  for  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
inflict  upon  you  a  description  of  the  veritable  residence  of 
his  satanic  majesty,  but  of  a  romantic  spot  that  rejoices  in 
the  possession  of  the  above  title. 

The  Devil's  Den,  alias  Robber's  Cave,  is  situated  in  Win- 
chester, near  the  Stoneham  line,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  west  by  north  from   Bear   Hill.     It  is  located  on   the 

1  The  water  in  the  writer's  cellar-kitchen  was  over  two  feet  deep,  and  almost  every- 
thing, except  his  coal  an<l  stove,  was  floating  ahout  promiscuously. 

2  The  Middlesex  Journal,  December  20,  1856. 
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edge  of  a  dismal  swamp,  whose  gloomy  recesses  are  inter- 
sected by  a  slimy  stream,  the  unearthly  gurgling  of  whose 
waters  is  flung  back  from  the  depths  of  the  cave  in  frightful 
echoes  that  sound  to  the  heated  imagination  like  the  howling 
of  demons  pursuing  their  infernal  orgies.  On  the  south 
lies  a  dark  forest  of  pine  and  birch,  through  whose  tall  tops 
the  wind  shrieks  a  wild  requiem  for  the  victims  of  the 
bloodthirsty  cutthroats  who  once  inhabited  this  retreat. 

Although  the  existence  of  this  cave  was  no  secret,  it  has 
remained  closed  until  lately,  when  some  of  our  enterprising 
young  men,  by  dint  of  hard  labor  and  good  pluck,  succeeded 
in  clearing  away  the  rocks  and  rubbish  which  had  collected 
before  the  entrance.  The  cave  is  now  open,  although  some 
portions  of  the  rock  having  fallen  from  the  roof  it  does  not 
exhibit  its  original  dimensions. 

Tradition  informs  us  that  this  cave  was  once  inhabited  by 
two    notorious    robbers,    Thunderbolt    and    Lightfoot,    who 
gained  an  extensive  reputation  for  breaking  the  laws  of  the  * 
land  and  evading  the  penalties  attached  thereto. 

Some  avaricious  persons  have  hinted  that  treasure  may  be 
concealed  in  some  crevice  in  the  rock.  It  may  be  so.  But  the 
only  treasure  yet  brought  to  light  is  a  small,  rusty,  three- 
cornered  piece  of  iron,  apparently  the  remnant  of  some 
agricultural  or  mining  implement,  such  as  a  spade. 

We  would  advise  all  lovers  of  curiosities  to  take  a  leisure 

afternoon  and  visit  this  relic  of  "  ye  olden   times,"  and  we 

can   assure   all  such   that   they  will   find  themselves  amply 

repaid  for  their  trouble. 

An  Old  Backwoodsman. 

Winchester,  December  10,  1856. 
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INSCRIPTIONS    FROM    THE    GRAVESTONES    IN 
WILDWOOD   CEMETERY,  WINCHES- 
TER, MASS. 

COMMUNICATED   BY   ABIJAII   THOMPSON. 


JOHN   SYMMES, 
Died 

Sept.  13,  1863, 

Aged  77  years 

4  mos. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 

MRS.  ABIGAIL 

WIFE   OF 

MR.  JOIESr  SYMMES, 

WHO   DIED 

Nov.  8,  1834. 
^Et.  38. 

My  dearest  friends,  weep  not  for  me,  but  rejoice; 

I  am  relieved  from  pain; 
My  love  to  you  on  earth  was  strong, 

But  death  to  me  is  gain. 


WILLIAM  WYMAN, 
Died 

March  2,  18G8. 

Aged  64  years 

&  9  mos. 

"  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for  they  shall 
be  called  the  children  of  God." 
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MARTHA  S. 

WIFE   OF 

WM.  WYMAN, 

Died 

April  8,  1880, 

Aged  70  yrs.,  7  mos. 

"  She  hath  done  what  she  could." 


JOSIAU  F.  STONE, 
Born 

October  16,  1822. 

Died 
January  20,  1881. 

Honored  and  Beloved,  of  clear  thought  and 
Resolute  Action,  He  Gave  Himself  in  imitation  of 
His  Master,  To  All  "Who  Needed  Him. 

. STONE 


SAMUEL  S.  RICHARDSON, 
Died  Jan'y  20,  1869, 
Aged  G2  yrs.,  6  mos. 

"  After  life's  fitful  fever 
He  rests  well." 


LYDIA  ABIGAIL, 

WIFE  OF 

SAMUEL  S.  RICHARDSON, 
Died  Nov.  27,  1852, 
Aged  46  yrs.,  8  mos. 

"  God  giveth  bis  beloved  rest." 


i. 
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SAMUEL   SYMMES, 

Died 

Aug.  31,  1851, 

Aged  75. 

This  mouldering  dust  shall  here  repose  in  peace, 
Till  that  great  day  when  time  itself  shall  cease; 
His  spirit  is  with  God,  and  this  its  place, 
My  Saviour  died  —  my  Saviour  Jives  for  me. 


MARY, 

WIFE   OF 

SAMUEL  SYMMES, 
Died 

Nov.  27,  1852, 

M  11. 

My  flesh  will  slumber  in  the  ground 
Till  the  last  trumpet's  joyful  sound, 
Then  bursts  the  chains  with  sweet  surprise, 
And  in  nw  Saviour's  image  rise. 


JOSEPH  B.  SYMMES, 

Died 

March  22,  1850, 

Aired  67. 


"  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers  for 
they  shall  be  called  the  children  of  God/' 


LYDIA  W. 

WIPE   OF 

JOSEPH  B.  SYMMES, 

Died 

Oct.  5,  1853, 

Aged  6$  years,  11  mos. 
1 

"  Blessed  are  the  merciful." 


190  The   Winchester  Record. 

—  ERECTED  — 

to  the  memory  of 

act'g  mastk  [master], 

JEFFERSON  FOKD,  U.  S.  N. 

Who  died  at  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

June  16,  186-1, 

Mi.  61  yrs. 


ERECTED 
TO   THE   MEMORY   OF 

LYDIA   W.  SYMMES, 

WIDOW   OF   JEFFERSON   FORD,   U.  S.  N. 

Who  died  July  19,  1877, 
JEt.  65  yrs.,  5  mos. 

"For  so  He  giveth  His  beloved  sleep." 


ERECTED   BY 
THE   FIRST   CONGREGATIONAL   CHURCH  — 
AND   SOCIETY   OF   WINCHESTER 

IN   MEMORY'   OF 
THEIR   LATE   BELOVED   PASTOR, 

KEY.  REUBEN  T.  ROBLXSON, 

Who  died  Aug.  24,  1871, 

Aged  46  years, 

AND  OF 

CLARA   CALDWELL, 

HIS    WIFE, 

Who  died  Dee.  26,  1869, 
Aged  39  years. 

Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord 
Is  the  death  of  His  saints. 

—  Ps.  cxvi,  15. 
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On  the  left  side  is  the  following:  — 

CLARA  AGNES  ROBINSON, 

Died  Aug.  17,  1865, 

Mt.  10  ms.,  10  ds. 

EBEN   CALDWELL  ROBINSON, 

Died  July  15,  1868, 

Mt.  10  ds. 

On  the  back  is  chiseled  in  large  letters:  — 

DEDICATION  OF  THE  MONUMENT  TO  THE  REV. 
REUBEN  T.  ROBINSON, 

JULY   11,  1874. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  last  the  members  of  the  First 
Congregational  Society  in  this  place,  in  considerable  num- 
bers, met  in  the  public  cemetery  to  dedicate  the  monument 
just  erected  to  the  memory  of  their  former  pastor,  the  Rev. 
R.  T.  Robinson.  In  the  introductory  remarks  by  Deacon 
D.  N.  Shillings,  chairman  of  the  committee,  it  was  stated 
that  the  monument  had  cost  8400,  and  had  been  paid  for 
chiefly  by  the  Sabbath-school.  It  is  a  white  marble  shaft 
ef  moderate  height,  standing  on  a  granite  base,  and  sur- 
mounted by  a  veiled  urn. 

Remarks  were  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cady,  of  Arlington, 
by  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Dascomb,  the  present  pastor,  and  by 
members  of  the  Society.  Prayers  and  singing  were  inter- 
spersed, and  the  whole  exercises  were  of  special  interest  and 
fitness. 
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CLIPPINGS. 

"  To-day  becomes  historic  to-morrow." 


PORTFOLIO   OF   MRS.   GKOROL  D.   RAM). 


GOOD  WOEDS. 

Prominent  among  current  events, 
as  this  number  of  The  Record  goes 
to  press,  is  the  parting  address  of 
Archdeacon  Farrar,  entitled  "  Fai'e- 
well  Thoughts  on  America." 

Tins  visit  of  the  distinguished  Eng- 
lishman, more  than  that  of  any  of  the 
eminent  English  scientists  or  states- 
men who  have  preceded  him,  lias 
stirred  both  the  best  thought  and  the 
best  international  affection  of  the 
American  people. 

With  unsurpassed  graces  of  rheto- 
ric, his  utterances  have  abounded  in 
profound  aphorisms  and  loyalty  to  the 
noblest  elements  of  humanity. 

Such  words  as  the  following  merit 
the  most  permanent  inscription  :  — 

"It  is  the  work  of  America,  lastly, 
to  show  to  the  nations  the  true  idea! 
of  national  righteousness.  In  num- 
bers you  are,  or  soon  will  inevitably 
be,  the  greatest;  in  strength  the  most 
overwhelming;  in  wealth  the  most 
affluent  of  nil  the  great  nations  of  the 
world.  In  these  things  you  nor  only 
equal  other  people,  but  excel  them. 
Why?  Mainly,  I  believe,  because  your 
fathers  feared  God,  and  God  has  said: 
1  Him  that  honoreth  me,  i  will  honor.' 

"  I  do  not  believe  that  America  will 
turn  her  back  upon  the  ideal  of  her 
fathers.  ...  1  believe  she  will  lead  us 
on  in  a  triumphant  path  to  a  legisla- 
tion which  shall  fearlessly  smite  the 
head  of  every  abuse,  to  a  religion  that 
'  shall  be  free  from  fetish  worship.  I 
believe  that  she  will  justify  to  human- 
ity her  majestic  faith  in  man  —  that  it 
is  for  these  objects  that  God  has  given 


her  an  exhilarating  atmosphere  and  a 
constant  azure  above  her  head  and  a 
boundless  territory  beneath  her  feet. 
1  believe  that  she  is  linked,  and  will 
ever  desire  to  be  linked,  with  us  of  the 
Old  World  in  the  bonds  of  a  manly 
and  righteous  friendship,  and  that  by 
the  blessing  of  God,  you  with  us  and 
we  With  you  shall  be  so  enabled  to 
work  out  a  new  world  for  the  glory 
and  happiness  of  mankind  that  hoary- 
headed  Selfishness  shall  feel  his  death- 
blow', and  many  of  the  vilest  evils 
which  have  hitherto  afflicted  the  cor- 
porate life  of  man  shall  live  but  in  the 
memory  of  time."  G.  C. 


WINCHESTER. 

Village  Improvement  Associa- 
tion.—  The  annual  entertainment  and 
supper  of  this  association  was  held  on 
Ia>t  Thursday'  evening,  in  Harmony 
Hall.  Notwithstanding  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  weather  some  two  hun- 
dred ladies  and  gentlemen  were  gath- 
ered together  on  the  occasion.  For  an 
hour  or  more  the  party  joined  in  social 
converse  in  Masonic  Hail  and  were 
entertained  by  the  Mendelssohn  quar- 
tette of  Boston  and  some  excellent 
whistling  and  harmonica-playing  by 
Mr.  A.  S.  B.  Lothrop,  of  South 
Eastou,  Massachusetts.  Shortly  before 
eight  o'clock  the  company  were  seated 
at  bountifully  spread  tables  prepared 
by  J.  X.  Andrews,  of  the  Coolidge* 
House,  Boston.  At  the  head  table 
were  seated  the  president  of  the  asso- 
ciation, S.  W.  Twombly,  flanked  on 
either  side  bv  lion's  O.   R.  Clark  and 
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F.  O.  Prince,  Rev.  J.  L.  Marsh,  and 
many  of  the  dignitaries  of  the  town. 
After  a  blessing-  had  been  invoked  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Marsh  the  company  fell-to 
and  did  ample  justice  to  the  good 
things  provided.  After  this  the  presi- 
dent briefly  welcomed  the  members 
and  friends  to  this  annual  gathering 
and  introduced  Rev.  Joshua  Coit,  a 
resident  of  the  town,  who  spoke  of 
the  objects  of  the  society  and  its 
praiseworthy  aims.  Hon.  F.  O.  Prince 
was  introduced  as  one  who  for  many 
years  resided  in  the  town,  prior  to  his 
removal  to  Boston.  Mr.  Prince  gave 
some  interesting  reminiscences  of  the 
early  history  of  the  town,  the.  efforts 
to  obtain  an  act  of  incorporation,  the 
difficulty  in  deciding  upon  a  name  for 
the  new  child.  Rumford  was  thought 
of  as  a  name,  in  honor  of  the  Count 
Rumford,  but  many  thought  it  would 
have  a  bad  odor  and  be  rather  sugges- 
tive. He  referred  to  the  town  as 
being  ranked  by  the  Board  of  Health 
several  years  ago  as  the  second  in  the 
State  in  regard  to  the  health  fulness  of 
its  location,  Grantville  having  been 
placed  first,  lie  predicted  that  ere 
many  years  this  town  would  be  an- 
nexed and  become  a  part  of  Boston. 
He  referred  to  the  great  improvements 
which  had  been  made  in  the  town 
since  his  residence  here  and  the  great 
attractions  which  it  offered  to  the 
seekers  after  the  beautiful  in  scenery, 
and  the  advantages  of  the  water  ami 
gas  and  other  privileges  which  are 
provided,  lion.  O.  R.  Clark,  of 
Tewksbury,  who  was  also  one  of  the 
earliest  residents  of  the  town,  gave 
several  incidents  in  connection  with 
the  early  history,  especially  in  regard 
to  how  the  Common  was  saved  from 
being  covered  with  small  tenements, 
and  devoted  to  its  present  uses.  Mr. 
William  Webb  gave  one  of  his  charac- 
teristic speeches,  abounding  in  dry 
humor,  in  which  he  depleted  his  first 


experience  in  the  town.  The  closing 
speaker  was  Rev.  J.  L.  Marsh,  who, 
although  a  recent  comer  into  town, 
"bore  liis  testimony  to  what  had  been 
said  about  the  town  and  gave  some 
valuable  suggestions  as  to  what  further 
might  be  accomplished  by  the  associa- 
tion. The  remarks  were  interspersed 
with  the  excellent  singing  of  the  quar- 
tette and  the  musie  of  the  whistler. 
About  one  o'clock  the  company  broke 
up,  feeling  assured  that  the  occasion 
had  equaled,  if  not  excelled,  any  of 
former  years.  The  committee  of  ar- 
rangements—  consisting  of  J.  I). 
Twombly,  II.  A.  Emerson,  and  II.  M. 
Shopard —  deserve  great  credit  for  the 
successful  manner  in  which  the  affair 
was  carried  out.  The  association  has 
been  organized  six  years  and  now 
numbers  158  members. —  Woburn  Ad- 
vertiser, November  20,  1885. 


THE  FORTNIGHTLY. 

This  Society  at  its  meeting,  Novem- 
ber 23, 188"),  was  favored  with  a  very 
instructive  lecture  upon  Eastern  Eu- 
ropean affairs,  by  Rev.  Cyrus  Hamlin, 
d.d.  The  existing  agitations  in  Ser- 
via,  Bulgaria,  Rou mania,  Greece,  etc, 
and  the  complications  which  involve 
all  the  European  nations  as  well  as  the 
perennial  "balance  of  power"  ques- 
tion were  very  clearly  explained  by 
Dr.  Hamlin,  whose  competence  to  do 
this  is  probably  unsurpassed. 

He  has  resided  in  Constantinople,  as 
president  of  Robert  College,  with 
other  most  favorable  opportunities  to 
make  him  familiar  with  all  the  aspects 
of  the  "Eastern  question  •' —  en  rap- 
port with  the  diplomats  of  the  several 
nations,  resident  or  special  agents,  at 
the  Turkish  Court,  and  himself  a  stu- 
dent of  Russian  and  Turkish  history. 
Out  of  his  life-long  acquaintance  with 
political  events  and  prominent  person- 
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ages  there,  he  was  able  to  render  the 
passing  events  very  intelligible  to  his 
interested  audience.  All  readers  of 
the  current  intelligence  from  the  prov- 
inces of  the  Lower  Danube  and  the 
capital  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  this 
lecture,  will  remember  it  very  grate- 
fully. G.  C. 


OONGEEGATIONAL  CON- 
FERENCE. 

THE  fall  session  of  the  Woburn  Con- 
'ference  of  Congregational  Churches 
met  with  the  church  in  Winchester 
yesterday  (October  27).  The  services 
commenced  at  9.30  a.m.  with  devo- 
tional exercises  led  by  Rev.  C.  N. 
Anderson,  followed  by  organization 
and  business.  The  rest  of  the  fore- 
noon was  taken  up  with  discussions 
on  the  questions,  "  How  -shall  we 
make  the  Bible  a  more  real  book  to 
our  Sunday-schools?"  and  "Who  are 
called  to  leach  in  the  Sunday-school?" 
The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  devo- 
tional service,  business,  a  discussion, 
"  To  what  extent  are  our  churches 
responsible  for  the  neglect  of  Bible 
study?"  an  address  by  Rev.  Daniel 
March,  and  communion.  Both  meet- 
ings were  fully  attended,  and  over  six- 
hundred  were  provided  for  at  the 
collation. 

"LOOK  OUT  TOR  HIM!" 

' *  W  iNCHESTE  r' s  Winged  Won- 
der" Walking  to  Worcester  on 
a  Wager.  —  If  any  persons  were  up 
and  about  Harvard  College  yard  yes- 
terday morning  about  four  o'clock, 
they  might  have  seen  a  student  weigh- 
ing about  225  pounds,  and  not  at  all  of 
an  athletic  build,  walking  vigorously 
through  the  gate  and  out  upon  the 
road  to  Brighton,  followed  soon  after 
by  a  landau  containing  six  hilarious 


fellow-students.  The  pedestrian  was 
Mr.  C.  II.  Tyler,  of  'SO,  who  set  out 
at  that  time  to  walk  to  Worcester,  a 
distance  of  forty-four  miles,  inside  of 
twenty  hours,  oil  a  wager  of  $50. 
The  gentlemen  in  the  carriage  were 
the  persons  with  whom  he  had  made 
the  wager.  In  order  to  make,  the 
joke  more  complete  these  men,  un- 
known to  Tyler,  had  printed  enor- 
mous posters  fully  eight  feet  long,  on 
which  was  the  following  notice  in 
colored  letters:  — 

ATTENTION,    ATHLETES ! 

Winchester's  Winged  Won- 
der, Mr.  C.  II.  Tyler,  will  pass 
through  this  town  to-day  in 
his  great  effort  to  win  the 
walking  championship  of  New 
England! 

LOOK  OUT    FOR   I  JIM! 

These  notices  were  posted  in  every 
town  through  which  Tyler  would 
have  to  pass,  and  of  course  a  huge 
number  of  spectators  gathered  to  see 
him  attempt  to  break  the  record.  To 
add  to  his  discomfiture,  the  men  in  the 
landau,  riding  ahead,  waited  for  him 
in  the  centre  of  every  town,  and 
cheered  tremendously  as  he  passed 
through.  At  last  accounts  the  "  ped" 
was  in  a  fair  way  to  accomplish  his 
feat  in  spite  of  the  rain.  The  fellows 
in  the  team  were  well  supplied  with 
one  of  Parker's  lunches,  'and  had  a 
jolly  time  of  it  on  the  way. 

The  wager  was  easily  won  and 
passed  to  the  proper  side  in  the  bal- 
ancing of  this  amusing  episode  of 
Charley's  college  life. 

«e_ 

THE  MTSTIO  VALLEY  GUN 
OLUB, 

A  meeting  of  West  Side  gentle- 
men interested  in  clay-pigeon  shoot- 
ing was  held  last  Monday  evening,  and 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  Mys- 


Clippings. 
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tic  Yalley  Gun  Club.  The  object  of 
the  club  is  to  provide  amusement  and 
recreation  for  all  who  take  pleasure  in 
gun  practice,  and  both  its  meetings 
and  shoots  will  always  be  open  to  any 
one  desiring  to  participate.  With  a 
membership  of  ten  and  a  full  supply 
of  all  material  required  for  a  success- 
ful season,  the  club  starts  off  with 
every  prospect  of  success  and  gladly 
welcomes  to  membership  all  persons 
desirous  of  furthering  its  object  and 
promoting  its  interest.  The  next  reg- 
ular practice  will  be  held  at  its  grounds 
on  borders  of  Winter  Pond,  Saturday 
afternoon,  November  7,  and  all  lovers 
of  the,  sport  are  invited  to  be  present. 
For  further  information,  address  Sec- 
retary, Box  118,  Winchester,  31  ass. 
C.  H.  Puringtou,  president;  John  L. 
Ayer,  secretary. 


A  Sudden  Stroke.  — Last  Satur- 
day evening  about  seven  o'clock,  An- 
drew T.  Todd,  a  well-known  and  old 
resident  of  this  town,  ami  who  has 
served  upon  the  night  police  for  some 
years,  fell  down  suddenly  in  front  of 
G.  1'.  Brown's  store.  He  was  assisted 
into  the  store,  and  Dr.  March  called, 
who  pronounced  it  a  slight  stroke  of 
paralysis  which  had  affected  his  arm 
and  one  side  of  his  body,  lie  was 
conveyed  to  his  home  and  at  last 
accounts  was  quite  comfortable. 


The  Congregational  Church 
in  Burlington  celebrated  its  150th 
anniversary  with  special  services  Sun- 
day, November  8.  and  a  supper  with 
addresses  on  Monday,  November  9. 
Both  occasions  were  of  great  interest. 
The  review  of  a  century  and  a  half 
afforded  the  several  speakers  abundant 
material  —  historic,  instructive,  and 
amusimr. 


MIDDLESEX  TELLS. 

Elizur  Wright,  whose  name  has 
been  so  intimately  associated  with  tbe 
efforts  to  secure  this  section  for  a  pub- 
lic park,  is  dead.  The  work  to  which 
he  so  strenuously  devoted  his  last 
years  should  not  die. 

The  very  designation  of  this  broad 
field  of  unoccupied  ground,  with  its 
rocks  and.  forests  and  dales,  has  some- 
thing in  it  of  the  romance  of  history 
as  well  as  of  peculiar  dignity.  It 
bears  the  name  of  the  great  county  in 
which  it  lies,  and  is  distinguished 
above  all  other  similar  tracts  in  the 
State  by  the  preservation  of  the  term 
"Fells"  —  a  term  which  is  perhaps 
retained  by  no  other  forest  wild,  or 
rocky  landscape  in  America. 

"Fell"  is  Anglo-Saxon  (and  possi- 
bly Norse),  and  is  defined  as  "  a  range 
of  lofty  hills''  (Flavell  Edmunds,  p. 
19),  and  is  supposed  to  be  a  form 
of  "  field,"  as  written  in  remote 
times  in  England.  At  the  time  of  its 
use  as  a  vernacular  word,  it  seems  to 
have  had  its  chief  application  to  a 
wild  and  fearful  assemblage  of  rocky 
hills  and  sombre  dells,  in  which  the 
weird  shapes  of  trees,  dark  thickets, 
dismal  caves,  perilous  cliffs,  and  goblin 
haunts  were  prominent  features. 

Governor  Winthrop, however,  could 
hardly  have  had  just  this  conception 
of  the  scene  upon  which  he  gazed 
from  the  top  of  "  Cheese  Rock," 
although  his  servant,  on  finding  noth- 
ing but  cheese  in  the  lunch-bag,  might 
have  conjured  up  all  such  possible 
associations  with  what  he  saw. 

The  Fells  constitute  a  rare  combina- 
tion of  imposing  and  beautiful  scenery 
(if  we  except  the  heathenish  nuisance 
on  the  loot-hills  of  Alt.  Taylor)-,  such 
as  Boston  excursionists  would  un- 
doubtedly find  very  charming,  could  a 
railway  be  so  constructed  as  to  trav- 
erse half  the  continent  in  palace-cars 
in  order  to  reach  the  place.  G.  c. 
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"EVERLASTING  RUM." 

Charlestowk,  April  0,  1793. 

This  Day  Rec'd  of  IJenjn  Wright 
one  Glass  of  Cherry  Rum  in  full  of 
all  Demands  from  the  beginning  of 
the  World  to  the  end  of  the  World  I 
say. 

Rec'd  by  Mr.  Nehemiah  Wyman. 
[Old  paper.] 


PEOULIAE  AND  FAMOUS. 

Woburn  Dr.  to  J)aniel  Reed  Junior, 

to  boarding  Sally  priest  nine 
weeks  at  2.  s.  per  week  ending  £  s.  — 
ye  5th  of  March  —  0. 18.  0 

to  her  bringing  the  itch  into  my 
family  1  leave  to  your  generosity,  but 
money  should  not  hire  me  to  have  it. 

Daniel  Reed  Junior. 
WOBUicN  March  2,  ye  17U2 

Allowed  for  Itch  1.  — 0.    0 

£1.    18.    0 


ANOTHER. 


WOBURN,  Augt  ye  19.  1TG0 
Received  of  James  Fowle  of  Wo- 
burn the  sum  of  five  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  eight  penies  in  full  for  a 
Black  Mare  which  Mare  was  killed  by 
a  Chair  and  which  Chair  Mr.  Thomas 


Lines  of  JJoston  was  in  and  the  sd 
Mare  I  the  Subscriber  Let  to  Joseph 
Reed  Son  of  Mr.  Thos.  Reed  of  Wo- 
burn to  Ride  to  Cambrige,  to  Com- 
mencement the  Sixteenth  Day  of  July 
Last  past  and  I  do  hereby  discharge 
the  sd  Joseph  Reed  Fowle  and-  Lines 
and  all  other  persons  from  any  further 
Demands  whatsoever  as  to  ye  hire  or 
Damages  I  have  Received  by  said 
Mare  being  killed  as  above  But  Do 
Declare  I  have  Received  sd.  ful  value 
for  sd  Mare  as  Witness  my  baud. 
Attest 

FuANCiS  Kkndall  Jr 
James  Wyman  Ins 

Ezra  X  J.  Wyman 
mark 


ANOTHER  HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY. 

Portvilee,  Cattaraugus  Co.,  N. 
Y.  —  At  a  meeting  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  W.F.  Wheeler  last  week,  to 
organize  an  historical  society,  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year:  William  F.  Wheeler, 
president;  C.  K.  Wright,  J.  E.  Dues- 
enbury,  and  13.  8.  Colwell,  vice-presi- 
dents; L.  1).  Warner,  secretary  and 
librarian;  Miss  Lilla  Wheeler,  histo- 
rian ;  E.  E.  Alderman,  treasurer. 
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Abijah  Thompson, 


George  Cooke. 
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[oseph  Howe  Tyler. 


Luther  Richardson  Symmes. 


Thomas  Prentiss  Aver. 
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Officers  Winchester   Historical  and  Genealogical  Society 
Winch kstkr,  Mass. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 

Winchester,  November  3,  1S85. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at 
Harmony  Hall.  President  Thompson  in  the  chair,  and  other 
officers  generally  present. 

The  Minutes  of  the  regular  meeting  in  October  read  and 
approved. 

The  Secretary  spoke  of  the  methods  of  the  Society's  work 
in  the  past  year,  and  inquired  if  it  would  be  appropriate  to 
the  Society's  aims,  and  agreeable  to  its  members,  that  more 
general  history  than  that  strictly  confined  to  our  town 
limits  should  be  considered  in  well-prepared  papers  by  com- 
petent persons  in  the  form  of  public  lectures.  Also  that 
topics  should  be  introduced  for  the  free  interchange  of 
reminiscence  in  more  social  forms.  On  motion  of  Thomas 
P.  Ayer  it  was  resolved  that  the  two  points  thus  suggested  are, 
in  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  adapted  to  add  interest  to  our 
monthly  meetings. 

The  Treasurer  being  called  upon  reported  that  of  the 
funds  collected  in  the  past  year  there  are  thirty  dollars 
remaining  in  the  treasury. 

The  donations  made  at  this  meeting  consisted  of  a  bound 
volume  of  The  Winchester  Jlecord  for  1885,  b}r  Abijah 
Thompson ;  and  a  beautiful,  framed  view  of  the  Public 
Library  in  Woburn,  was  presented  b}r  Mr.  Strout,  of  Woburn. 

Charles  M.  Ayer  and  James  A.  Woodbury  were  elected 
members  of  the  Society. 

The  following  papers  were  then  read  :  —    ' 

(1)  A  paper  hy  Edmund  Sanderson  upon  the  history  of 
the  Grocery  and  Express  Business  in  Winchester. 

(2)  An  historical  paper  upon  the  M}Tstic  School,  by  T.  P. 
Ayer. 

(3)  The  Flood  in  Winchester,  by  David  Youngman. 
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(4)  Dogs  and  Legislation  (Dog  Laws),  by  David  Young- 
man. 

Mr.  Dnpee  proposed  "  Reminiscences  of  Schools  Fifty 
Years  Ago,"  as  a  topic  for  conversation  at  our  next  meeting. 
Adopted. 

Honorary  Members  not  heretofore  recorded :  Oliver 
Richardson   Clark,    James    P.   Francis,  William    R.  Cutter. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  Harmony  Hall,  December  1,  prox. 

Attest:  GEORGE  COOKE,  Secretary. 
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